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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  - 

THE  GRAND 

Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

AND 

MASONIC  JURISDICTION  THEREUNTO  BELONGING 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  27,  1925, 
BEING  ITS  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  THIRTIETH  YEAR 


¥ 


PHILADELPHIA 

1926 


THE  GRAND 


HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

1795-1925. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  BROAD  AND  FILBERT  STREETS 
PHILADELPHIA,  MARCH  5,  A.  D..  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 


The  Quarterly  Communication  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction 
Thereunto  Belonging  was  held  this  evening. 

PRESENT : 

Comp.  George  P.  Darrow,  .  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Walton  K.  Swetland,  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


44 

August  P.  Kunzig,  . 

•  • 

u 

Thomas  McConnell, 

Jr., 

44 

Joseph  E.  Quinby,  . 

•  •  • 

44 

William  B.  Chalfant,  . 

44 

Robert  D.  Cole,  .  . 

.  as 

44 

John  Bell,  Jr.,  .  .  . 

44 

Robert  A.  Walker, 

•  •  • 

u 

Elmer  C.  Watt,  .  . 

44 

Irvin  Brandeis,  .  .  . 

.  as 

44 

William  B.  Kropp,  . 

•  •  • 

44 

Clarence  P.  Franklin,  . 

44 

Louis  J.  Sommer,  Jr. 

»  •  • 

44 

Richard  P.  Mogridge, 

•  • 

44 

Clarence  R.  Brooks, 

.  as 

44 

William  B.  Joslyn, 

•  •  • 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Grand  Master  of  Third  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  First  Vail. 

Grand  Marshal. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 

M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priests : — Companions  Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 
A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  George  B.  Wells,  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr., 
David  J.  Davis  and  Joseph  E.  Quinby. 
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District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Albert  S. 
Houldsworth,  Robert  G.  Smith,  Alfred  C.  Marple,  William 
J.  Byrnes,  Jr.,  J.  Edward  Billheimer,  John  H.  Bennett,  Charles 
R.  Roberts,  Charles  H.  Weaver,  Charles  H.  Tilton,  Gustave  A. 
Muehlhof,  Roy  C.  Stormer,  James  H.  Reeder,  John  P.  Anderson, 
Frederick  J.  Wandall,  Russell  Rudolph,  George  W.  Rodgers, 
James  W.  Myers,  Edmund  W.  Boots,  John  A.  Amrstrong,  Chaun- 
cey  N.  Shilling,  William  F.  Bennett,  Peter  Barkey,  and  Harvey 
F.  Peifly. 

Grand  Representatives. 
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William  A.  Rhoads,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

Owen  W.  Metzgar,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta. 

William  McCombs,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas. 
Samuel  Shaw,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Edmund  W.  Boots,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of 
Columbia. 

Thomas  N.  McKee,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia. 
George  B.  Wells,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

Robert  D.  Cole,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

John  A.  Perry,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

Charles  H.  Weaver,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 
John  H.  Bennett,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Manitoba. 
George  P.  Harrow,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 
Frederick  P.  Glasser,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan. 
Richard  P.  Mogridge,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 
James  E.  Morris,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi. 
Albert  S.  Houldsworth,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri. 
Walton  K.  Swetland,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Montana. 
Charles  H.  Tilton,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 
August  P.  Kunzig,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 
David  J.  Davis,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  North 
Carolina. 

George  W.  Rodgers,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota. 
Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oklahoma. 
Chauncey  N.  Shilling,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 
John  P.  Anderson,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

James  H.  Reeder,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

A.  Howard  Thomas,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 
Peter  Barkey,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota. 
Clarence  P.  Franklin,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 
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Comp.  William  J.  Byrnes,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Gustave  A.  Muehlhof,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Utah. 

"  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

“  William  F.  Shay,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wyoming. 

Companions  of  Chapters  Numbers: — -3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  162,  163, 
174,  175,  177,  179,  181,  182,  183,  185,  189,  190,  195,  196,  197,  198,  199, 

201,  202,  203,  207,  208,  209,  215,  216,  217,  220,  221,  222,  223,  226,  230, 

232,  233,  234,  235,  237,  238,  239,  240,  243,  244,  245,  247,  248,  250,  251, 

256,  258,  262,  263,  264,  270,  271,  274,  280,  281,  282,  283,  284,  295,  297, 

304,  307,  308,  and  310.  (72  Chapters  of  Pennsylvania,  1  of  New  York, 
1  of  Illinois  and  1  of  West  Virginia;  203  members  and  62  visitors.) 

M.  E.  Companion  William  E.  Krupp,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia,  honored 
Grand  Chapter  with  his  presence. 

Grand  Chapter  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  seven  o’clock 

p.  M. 

The  minutes  of  the  Annual  Grand  Communication,  held 
on  Saturday,  December  27,  1924,  were  read  and  approved. 

Copies  of  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  202,  203, 
212,  237,  239  and  301,  and  proposed  Amendments  to  By- 
Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  43  and  181  and  Mark  Lodge  No. 
214,  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By- 
Laws. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  ordered  spread  in  full  upon 
the  minutes: 


“Philadelphia,  March  5,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania . 

Companions  :  The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that 
they,  with  the  assistance  of  Public  Accountants,  have  examined  the 
books  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  books  of  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary,  from  November  21,  1924,  to  Febru¬ 
ary  20,  1925,  inclusive,  and  find  them  correct,  agreeing  with  their 
vouchers,  showing: 
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RECEIPTS. 


From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges . .  $34,807  10 

“  Certificates  . .  12  00 

“  Interest  on  Investments .  1,510  84 


Total  .  $36,329  94 


To  which  add  Balance,  November  20,  1924  7,268  38 

- $43,598  32 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

For  Clothing  and  Furniture  . .  . .  $186  77 

“  Expenses  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest .  1,000  00 

“  “  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests .  632  65 

“  “  P.  G.  H.  P.  &  other  Grand  Officers  463  02 

“  "  Instruction  in  the  Work .  355  84 

“  Investments  .  12,000  00 

Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania .  1,000  00 

“  Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery  .  813  71 

“  Salaries  .  1,715  00 

“  Telephone  Services  .  35  26 

u  Bonding  Officers  and  Trustees  .  131  25 

“  Adding  Machine  .  156  75 

“  Organist  . 60  00 

“  Auditing  .  40  00 

“  Repairs  to  Typewriter .  1  50 

Jewel  for  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest  . .  275  00 

"  Office  Supplies  .  42  08 

“  Addressographing  Machines  .  221  12 


$19,129  95 

To  which  add  Balance,  February  20,  1925. .  24,468  37 

- $43,598.32 

Fraternally  submitted, 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith, 

E.  Marshall  Harvey, 
McCluney  Radcliffe, 
Robert  E.  Umbel, 

Committee 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  the  resolutions  attached 
thereto  were  adopted: 
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“Philadelphia,  March  5,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  -Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  have  examined  the 
By-Laws  and  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  referred  to  them, 
and  offer  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  that  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chap¬ 
ters  Nos.  43  and  181  and  Mark  Lodge  No.  214  be  approved. 

Resolved,  that  the  proposed  new  codes  of  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos. 
202,  203,  212,  237,  239  and  301  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 

A.  Howard  Thomas, 

John  A.  Perry, 

William  R.  Sutch, 

Fenton  H.  Middleton, 

Committee” 

The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  presented 
the  following  report: 

“Philadelphia,  March  5,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  begs 
leave  to  report  that  bids  were  asked  for  printing  and  publishing  the 
proceedings  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  for  the  year  1924, 
and  the  contract  was  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder,  the  International 
Printing  Company. 

The  Proceedings  contain  a  steel  engraving  of  Most  Excellent  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  John  M.  Core. 

Due  to  the  activity  on  the  part  of  the  office  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Secretary  in  furnishing  copy  to  our  Committee,  we  are  pleased 
to  report  that  delivery  of  the  completed  work  wras  begun  on  February 
26th,  and  the  distribution  completed  at  the  time  of  filing  of  this  report. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Louis  M.  Wagner, 

James  W.  R.  Washington, 
Frank  E.  Townsend, 

Murray  Gorgas, 

Robert  W.  Vogt, 


Committee.” 


8 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1925 


The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  all 
General  Returns  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  were 
received,  all  Auditors'  Reports  with  the  exception  of  thir¬ 
teen,  all  dues  and  fees  for  1924  paid  excepting  twelve,  and 
presented  the  following  report  of  Work  and  Membership 
of  the  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction  for 
the  year  ended  December  27,  1924 : 

“Philadelphia,  March  5,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary  presents  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Work  and  Membership  of  the  Chapters  and 
Mark  Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction  for  the  year  ended  December  27,  1924: 


CHAPTERS. 

Membership  December  27,  1923,  as  per  last  report .  57,522 

Admitted  during  the  year .  156 

Restored  during  the  year . .  120 

Marked  during  the  year . .  2,870 

-  3,146 


60,668 

Died  during  the  year .  869 

Resigned  during  the  year . ' .  259 

Suspended  during  the  year .  423 

-  1,551 


Membership  December  27,  1924 .  59,117 

A  net  gain  of .  1,595 

Rejected  .  83 

Restored  to  Good  Masonic  Standing  .  29 

MARK  LODGES. 

Membership  December  27,  1923 .  157 

Admitted  during  the  year .  3 


160 

Died  during  the  year . .  6 


Membership  December  27,  1924 .  154 
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Number  of  Chapters . . .  152 

Number  of  Mark  Lodges . .  2 


There  were  117  Chapters  which  showed  a  gain  in  membership, 

28  Chapters  which  showed  a  loss  in  membership, 

7  Chapters  which  showed  neither  gain  or  loss, 

3  Chapters  in  which  no  degrees  were  conferred, 
of  which  1  was  constituted  this  year. 

There  were  11  Chapters  with  a  membership  of  over  1,000. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Joseph  E.  Quinby, 

Grand  Secretary  ” 

Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  M.  E;  Grand  High  Priest, 
announced  the  death  of  Companion  George  B.  Hannum, 
Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies,  on  January  10,  1925, 
and  directed  that  a  suitable  record  be  made  in  the  minutes. 

Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
announced  that  he  had  appointed  Companion  Louis  J.  Som¬ 
mer,  Jr.,  as  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies,  in  place 
of  Companion  George  B.  Hannum,  deceased. 

Communications  were  received  announcing  the  deaths 
of  distinguished  Companions  as  follows: 

M.  E.  Companion  John  B.  Lyons,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama,  died  October  6, 

1924. 

R.  E.  Companion  William  Elliott  Yates,  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington, 
died  December  12,  1924. 

E.  Companion  Ralph  Clapp  McAllaster,  Grand  Stew¬ 
ard  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington,  died  December 
23,  1924. 

M.  E.  Companion  George  W.  Roe,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado,  died  January  4, 

1925. 
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M.  E.  Companion  Smith  B.  Harrington,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts,  died 
January  7,  1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  Winfield  Scott  Hinckley,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine,  died 
January  8,  1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  Jeremiah  Alexander  Miller,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia, 
died  January  16,  1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  Arthur  Erwin  Stevens,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan,  died  Jan¬ 
uary  28,  1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  Hay,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia,  died  January  30,  1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  Wilmer  Judson  Dorman,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine,  died  February 
13,  1925. 

Grand  Chapter  was  “called  off”  for  the  purpose  of  ex¬ 
emplifying  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

The  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  was  exemplified  by  the 
members  of  St.  John  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  232,  Companion 
James  M.  Robinson,  acting  Most  Excellent  High  Priest. 

Grand  Chapter  was  “called  on.” 

At  the  request  of  Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  William  E.  Krupp, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  West  Virginia,  addressed  Grand 
Chapter. 

Grand  Chapter  closed  in  Peace  at  ten  o'clock  P.  M. 
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On  Thursday,  March  5th,  1925,  commencing  at  2  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  by  direction  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  a  Lodge  of  Mark 
Master  Masons  opened,  when  the  degree  of  Mark  Master 
Mason  was  exemplified  by  the  officers  of  Palestine  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  No.  240,  Companion  William  0.  Muensch, 
Jr.,  Scribe,  acting  Worshipful  Master. 

The  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  closed  and  a  Lodge 
of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  opened,  when  the  degree 
of  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  was  exemplified  by  the 
officers  of  Keystone  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  175,  Com¬ 
panion  Lavell  F.  Jackson,  Jr.,  King,  acting  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Master. 

The  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  closed. 


Grand  Secretary . 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  BROAD  AND  FILBERT  STREETS, 
PHILADELPHIA,  JUNE  4,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 


The  Quarterly  Communication  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction 
Thereunto  Belonging  was  held  this  evening. 

present  : 

Comp.  George  P.  Darrow,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest . 

“  Walton  K.  S wetland,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  August  P.  Kunzig,  .  ...  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  .  ...  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

“  Edward  W.  Rushton,  .  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Francis  M.  Taitt,  .  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Irvin  Brandeis,  ...  as  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

“  P.  Francis  Struppler,  .  .  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

“  Robert  A.  Walker,  ....  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

"  Elmer  C.  Watt,  .....  Grand  Master  of  Third  Vail. 

“  George  W.  Kurtz,  ...  as  Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail. 

“  Clarence  R.  Brooks,  .  as  Grand  Master  of  First  Vail. 

“  Clarence  P.  Franklin,  .  Grand  Marshal. 

“  Louis  J.  Sommer,  Jr.,  .  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
"  Richard  P.  Mogridge,  .  .Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
“  Robert  D.  Cole,  ....  as  Grand  Pursuivant. 

“  William  B.  Joslyn,  .  .  .  Grand  Tyler. 

M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Henry  Oscar  Kline, 
George  B.  Wells,  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  Joseph  E.  Quinby  and 
John  M.  Core. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Robert  G. 
Smith,  Alfred  C.  Marple,  William  J.  Byrnes,  Jr.,  J.  Edward  Bill- 
heimer,  Charles  R.  Roberts,  Charles  H.  Tilton,  Charles  H. 
Weaver,  Gustave  A.  Muehlhof,  James  W.  Myers,  Edmund  W. 
Boots  and  John  A.  Armstrong. 
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Grand  Representatives. 

William  A.  Rhoads,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 
Owen  W.  Metzgar,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta. 

John  E.  Cheeseman,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arizona. 
William  McCombs,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas. 
Robert  E.  Umbel,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  British  Columbia. 
Samuel  Shaw,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Edmund  W.  Boots,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of 
Columbia. 

Henry  Oscar  Kline,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida. 
Howard  M.  Brown,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Idaho. 

George  B.  Wells,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

Robert  D.  Cole,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

Charles  H.  Weaver,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 
George  P.  Darrow,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

John  M.  Core,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 
Frederick  P.  Glasser,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan. 
Richard  P.  Mogridge,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 
Walton  K.  Swetland,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Montana. 
Charles  H.  Tilton,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 
August  P.  Kunzig,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 
Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oklahoma. 
A.  Howard  Thomas,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 
Clarence  P.  Franklin,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 
William  J.  Byrnes,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 
Gustave  A.  Muehlhof,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Utah. 

Joseph  E.  Quinby,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

P.  Francis  Struppler,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin. 


Companions  of  Chapters  Numbers: — 3,  21,  52,  91,  152,  162,  165, 
169,  171,  175,  182,  183,  185,  197,  202,  208,  223,  226,  232,  233,  234,  237, 
240,  243,  245,  248,  250,  251,  255,  256,  258,  262,  263,  271,  280,  282, 
284,  307.  (38  Chapters  of  Pennsylvania  and  2  of  New  York.)  (85 

members  and  6  visitors.) 

R.  E.  Companion  Harry  M.  Rice,  Grand  Captain  of  the 
Host  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
State  of  New  York  and  R.  E.  Companion  George  S.  Rose- 
CRANTS,  Grand  Representative  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  near  the  Grand  Chapter 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  New  York,  honored 
Grand  Chapter  with  their  presence. 
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Grand  Chapter  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  seven  o'clock 

p.  M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  March 
5,  1925,  were  read  and  approved. 

Copies  of  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  214, 
246,  256,  272  and  295,  and  proposed  amendments  to  the 
By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  175,  247,  286  and  307  were 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  ordered  spread  in  full  upon 
the  Minutes: 


“Philadelphia,  June  4,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that 
they,  with  the  assistance  of  Public  Accountants,  have  examined  the 
books  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  books  of  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary,  from  February  21st,  1925,  to  May 
20th,  1925,  inclusive,  and  find  them  correct,  agreeing  with  their 
vouchers,  showing: 


RECEIPTS. 


From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges .  $476  60 

“  Certificates  .  8  00 

“  Constitutions  .  3  00 

“  Dispensations . 5  00 

“  Sale  of  Ledger  Sheets .  4  00 


$496  60 

To  which  add  balance,  February  21,  1925  $24,468  37 

- $24,964  97 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


For  Clothing  and  Furniture .  $216  90 

“  Expenses  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest .  2,000  00 

“  “  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests .  587  56 
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For  Expenses  P.  G.  H.  P.  &  other  Grand  Officers  291  15 

“  “  Instruction  in  Work .  733  58 

•• 

“  Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery  .  1,673  47 

“  Salaries  . 1,695  00 

“  Telephone  Services  .  27  58 

“  Auditing  . 50  00 

“  Rent  of  Safe  Deposit  Box .  10  00 

“  Flowers  .  25  00 

“  Auto  Hire  .  22  00 

“  Office  Supplies  .  50  75 


$7,382  99 

To  which  add  balance,  May  20,  1925  ....  17,581  98 

- -  $24,964  97 

Fraternally  submitted, 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith, 

E.  Marshall  Harvey, 
Robert  E.  Umbel, 

Committee .” 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  the  resolutions  attached 
thereto  were  adopted : 

“Philadelphia,  June  4,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  have  examined  the 
By-Laws  and  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  referred  to  them, 
and  offer  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved ,  that  the  proposed  new  codes  of  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos. 
246,  256,  272  and  295  be  approved. 

Resolved,  that  the  proposed  Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of 
Chapters  Nos.  175,  247,  286  and  297  be  approved. 

Resolved,  that  the  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  214  be  amended  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Article  X,  Section  4,  strike  out  the  word  “Invested”  and  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  word  “Permanent.”  In  the  title  of  Article  X  strike 
out  the  word  “Invested”  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word 
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“Permanent.”  Article  X,  Section  1,  strike  out  the  word  “Invested”  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  “Permanent.”  Strike  out  the  entire 
Section  3  of  Article  X,  and  as  so  amended,  they  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

A.  Howard  Thomas, 

John  A.  Perry, 

Fenton  H.  Middleton, 
William  R.  Sutch, 

Committee.” 

Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
announced  the  death  of  Companion  Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 
M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  and  requested  Companion 
A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
to  prepare  an  “In  Memoriam”  to  be  read  in  Grand  Chapter. 

At  the  request  of  Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  R.  E.  Companion  Harry  M.  Rice, 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Host  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  R.  E.  Com¬ 
panion  George  S.  Rosecrants,  Grand  Representative  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  near 
the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  addressed  Grand  Chapter. 

Communications  were  received  announcing  the  deaths 
of  distinguished  Companions  as  follows: 

M.  E.  Companion  Edgar  Lincoln  Brown,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey,  died 
October  17,  1924. 

M.  E.  Companion  Edward  Winslow  Wellington,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas,  died 
February  18,  1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  Peter  McGill,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New 
Jersey,  died  March  6,  1925. 


1925] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


17 


M.  E.  Companion  Milton  Sherman  Woodcock,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon,  died 
March  17,  1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Foreman  Johnson,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri,  died 
March  17,  1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  Robert  Freeman  Stevenson,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri,  died 
April  28,  1925. 

Grand  Chapter  closed  in  Peace  at  8  o’clock  p.  M. 


Grand  Secretary 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  BROAD  AND  FILBERT  STREETS, 
PHILADELPHIA,  SEPTEMBER  3,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 


The  Quarterly  Communication  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction 
Thereunto  Belonging,  was  held  this  evening. 

PRESENT : 

Comp.  George  P.  Darrow,  .  .  .  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Walton  K.  S wetland,  .  M.  E .  Grand  King. 

“  August  P.  Kunzig,  .  .  .M.E.  Grand  Scribe. 

"  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  .  .  .M.E.  Grand  Secretary. 

“  William  B.  Chalfant,  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Edward  W.  Rushton,  .  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Francis  M.  Taitt,  .  .  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  William  H.  Micheals,  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Robert  D.  Cole,  ...  as  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

“  Frederick  P.  Glasser,  as  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

“  Robert  A.  Walker,  .  .  .  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

“  George  W.  Rodgers,  .  as  Grand  Master  of  Third  Vail. 

“  Benjamin  Bisw anger,  as  Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail. 

“  William  B.  Kropp,  .  .  .  Grand  Master  of  First  Vail. 

“  Clarence  P.  Franklin,  .  Grand  Marshal. 

u  Louis  J.  Sommer,  Jr.,  .  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

“  Richard  P.  Mogridge,  .  Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 

"  Walter  M.  Carwithen,  .  Grand  Pursuivant. 

“  William  B.  Joslyn,  .  .  Grand  Tyler. 

M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 
George  B.  Wells,  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  and  Joseph  E.  Quinby. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Albert  S. 
Houldsworth,  Robert  G.  Smith,  Alfred  C.  Marple,  William  J. 
Byrnes,  Jr.,  J.  Edward  Billheimer,  Charles  R.  Roberts,  Charles 
H.  Weaver,  Gustave  A.  Muehlhof,  Roy  C.  Stormer,  James  H. 
Reeder,  Russell  Rudolph,  George  W.  Rodgers,  James  W.  Myers 
and  Edmund  W.  Boots. 
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Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  William  A.  Rhoads,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

“  William  McCombs,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas. 

“  Andrew  H.  Hershey,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California. 

“  Samuel  Shaw,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

“  Edmund  W.  Boots,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of 
Columbia. 

“  Howard  M.  Brown,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Idaho. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  Robert  D.  Cole,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

“  John  A.  Perry,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

“  Charles  H.  Weaver,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  George  P.  Darrow,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

“  Frederick  P.  Glasser,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan. 

“  Richard  P.  Mogridge,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 
Albert  S.  Houldsworth,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri. 
Walton  K.  S wetland,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Montana. 
August  P.  Kunzig,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 
Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oklahoma. 
James  H.  Reeder,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

A.  Howard  Thomas,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 
Clarence  P.  Franklin,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 
William  J.  Byrnes,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 
Gustave  A.  Muehlhof,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Utah. 

“  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

Companions  of  Chapters  Nos.: — 3,  43,  52,  91,  152,  162,  167,  175,  182, 
183,  190,  195,  196,  199,  203,  208,  217,  222,  223,  226,  232,  233,  234,  237, 
238,  240,  243,  245,  247,  248,  250,  251,  256,  258,  262,  263,  270,  271,  277, 
280,  282,  297,  307.  (43  Chapters  of  Pennsylvania,  1  of  New  Jersey;  91 
members  and  8  visitors.) 

Grand  Chapter  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  seven  o'clock 

P.  M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  June 
4,  1925,  were  read  and  approved. 

Copies  of  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  264, 
269  and  277,  and  proposed  amendments  to  By-Laws  of 
Chapters  Nos.  183,  226  and  234,  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 
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The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  ordered  spread  in  full  upon 
the  Minutes: 


‘‘Philadelphia,  September  3,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that 
they,  with  the  assistance  of  Public  Accountants,  have  examined  the 
books  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  books  of  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary,  from  May  21st,  1925,  to  August  20th, 
1925,  inclusive,  and  find  them  correct,  agreeing  with  their  vouchers, 
showing : 


RECEIPTS. 


From  Certificates  .  $12  00 

“  Constitutions  .  4  00 

“  Interest  on  Investments  .  3,165  66 


$3,181  66 

To  which  add  balance  May  20,  1925,  ....  17,581  98 

- $20,763  64 

DISBURSEMENTS. 


For  Charity  . $152  75 

“  Clothing  and  Furniture  .  8  82 

“  Expenses  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests  ....  875  84 

“  “  P.  G.  H.  P.  &  other  Grand  Officers  172  95 

“  “  Instruction  in  the  Work  .  619  54 

“  Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery .  127  25 

“  Salaries  .  1,695  00 

“  Telephone  Services  .  30  31 

“  Entertainment  Guests  from  other  Juris¬ 
dictions  . 118  80 

“  Auditing  .  25  00 

“  Repairs  to  Typewriter .  1  50 

“  Auto  Hire .  12  00 

“  Repairs  to  Safe .  1  75 

“  Insurance  .  5  00 
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For  Office  Supplies  .  30  25 


$3,876  76 

To  which  add  balance  August  20,  1925  . .  16,886  88 

- $20,763  64 


Fraternally  submitted, 

E.  Marshall  L.  Harvey, 
McCluney  Radcliffe, 
Robert  E.  Umbel, 

Committee 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  the  resolutions  attached 
thereto  were  adopted : 

“Philadelphia,  September  3,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  have  examined  the 
By-Laws  and  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  referred  to  them, 
and  offer  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  that  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chap¬ 
ters  Nos.  183,  226  and  234  be  approved. 

Resolved,  that  the  proposed  new  codes  of  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos. 
264  and  269  be  approved. 

Resolved,  that  in  the  proposed  new  code  of  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No. 
277  the  following  be  stricken  out,  in  Article  II,  Section  1: 

“Provided  that  the  meetings  of  July  and  August  be  omitted  by 
vote  of  the  Chapter.” 
and  as  so  amended,  they  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

A.  Howard  Thomas, 

John  A.  Perry, 

Fenton  H.  Middleton, 
William  R.  Sutch, 

Committee .” 
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A  communication  was  read  from  Zerubbabel  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  No.  162,  requesting  Grand  Chapter  to  grant  them 
permission  to  receive  and  act  upon  a  fourth  petition  for 
degrees  and  membership  from  a  Past  Master  by  Dispensa¬ 
tion,  rejected  on  third  petition  June  11,  1909,  when  on 
motion  it  was 

Resolved,  that  the  request  of  said  Chapter  be  granted. 

Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
announced  the  serious  illness  of  Companion  A.  G.  Criswell 
Smith,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  when  on  motion  of 
Companion  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High 
Priest,  it  was 

Resolved,  that  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  write  Mrs.  A.  G.  Cris¬ 
well  Smith,  conveying  to  her  the  best  wishes  of  the  Officers  and 
members  of  Grand  Chapter  that  our  beloved  Companion  may  soon  be 
restored  to  health. 

Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
announced  the  death  of  Companion  Hayes  H.  Duncan, 
Grand  Pursuivant,  on  June  9,  1925,  and  directed  that  a 
suitable  record  be  made  in  the  Minutes  of  Grand  Chapter. 

Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
announced  the  appointment  of  Companion  Walter  M. 
Carwithen,  Past  High  Priest  of  Chapter  No.  270,  Grand 
Pursuivant. 

Communications  were  received  announcing  the  deaths  of 
distinguished  Companions  as  follows : 

M.  E.  Companion  Marcus  Higginbotham,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey,  died 
August  12,  1924. 

M.  E.  Companion  Silas  B.  Wright,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida,  died  April  25,  1925. 
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M.  E.  Companion  Sol  Cutchins,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,  died  May  14,  1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  Andrew  Peter  Swanstrom,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota,  died 
May  23,  1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  Thomas  Riley  Marshall,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana,  died  June  1, 
1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  Albert  Henry  Steiner,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon,  died  June 
29,  1925. 

E.  Companion  John  Hugh  Carrigan,  Grand  Master  of 
the  First  Vail  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan,  died  Aug¬ 
ust  10,  1925. 

Grand  Chapter  closed  in  Peace  at  seven  o’clock  forty-one 
minutes  P.  m. 
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EXTRA  COMMUNICATION. 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  BROAD  AND  FILBERT  STREETS, 
PHILADELPHIA,  DECEMBER  2,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 


An  Extra  Communication  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  There¬ 
unto  Belonging  was  held  this  morning. 

PRESENT  I 

Comp.  George  P.  D arrow,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Walton  K.  S wetland,  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  August  P.  Kunzig,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

“  William  B.  C halfant,  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  John  G.  Wilson,  .  .  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Edward  W.  Rushton,  .  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Francis  M.  Taitt,  .  .  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  William  H.  Micheals,  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  George  W.  Kurtz,  .  .  as  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

“  P.  Francis  Struppler,  .  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

“  Benjamin  Biswanger,  as  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

“  Alfred  C.  Marple,  .  .  as  Grand  Master  of  Third  Vail. 

“  Ralph  C.  Minehart,  .  .  Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail. 

“  William  B.  Kropp,  .  .  .  Grand  Master  of  First  Vail. 

“  Clarence  P.  Franklin,  .  Grand  Marshal. 

“  Louis  J.  Sommer,  Jr.,  .  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

“  Richard  P.  Mogridge,  .  Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

“  Walter  M.  Carwithen,  .  Grand  Pursuivant. 

“  Harry  B.  Smith,  ...  as  Grand  Tyler. 

M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  George  B.  Wells, 
Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  Joseph  E.  Quinby  and  John  M.  Core. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Albert  S. 
Houldsworth,  Alfred  C.  Marple,  William  J.  Byrnes,  Jr.,  Charles 
H.  Weaver,  Frederick  J.  Wandall,  George  W.  Rodgers,  James  W. 
Myers,  John  A.  Armstrong,  Chauncey  N.  Shilling,  Peter  Barkey, 
William  F.  Bennett  and  Harvey  F.  Peifly. 
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Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  William  A.  Rhoads,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 
William  McCombs,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas. 
Robert  E.  Umbel,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  British  Columbia. 
Samuel  Shaw,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Thomas  N.  McKee,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia. 

George  B.  Wells,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

Robert  D.  Cole,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

John  A.  Perry,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

Charles  H.  Weaver,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 
James  McCullough,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 
George  P.  Darrow,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

John  M.  Core,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 
Frederick  P.  Glasser,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan. 
Richard  P.  Mogridge,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 
Albert  S.  Houldsworth,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri. 
Walton  K.  Swetland,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Montana. 
August  P.  Kunzig,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 
George  W.  Rodgers,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota. 
Louis  M.  Wagner,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oklahoma. 
Chauncey  N.  Shilling,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 
Thomas  F.  Ashford,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Saskatchewan. 
A.  Howard  Thomas,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 
Peter  Barkey,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota. 
Clarence  P.  Franklin,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 
William  J.  Kyrnes,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 
Joseph  E.  Quinby,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

Harry  J.  Bell,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia. 

P.  Francis  Struppler,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin. 
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Companions  of  Chapters  Nos.: — 3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  162,  164,  165, 
167,  169,  171,  172,  173,  175,  176,  182,  183,  185,  186,  190,  193,  200,  203, 

205,  206,  208,  211,  215,  217,  219,  220,  225,  226,  230,  232,  233,  234,  235, 

236,  240,  242,  243,  244,  245,  247,  248,  249,  250,  251,  252,  256,  257,  258, 

259,  260,  262,  263,  264,  265,  266,  267,  270,  272,  273,  274,  275,  277,  279, 

280,  283,  284,  285,  286,  288,  290,  292,  294,  297,  299,  300,  305,  306,  307, 

308,  309,  310,  311.  (88  Chapters  of  Pennsylvania,  4  of  New  Jersey,  3  of 
Delaware  and  4  of  Connecticut;  190  members,  12  visitors  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  5  from  New  Jersey,  3  from  Delaware  and  4  from  Con¬ 
necticut.) 
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The  following  named  distinguished  Companions  of  other 
Jurisdictions  honored  Grand  Chapter  with  their  presence: 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Bowers,  Grand  High  Priest; 
R.  E.  Companion  Edward  A.  Klatte,  Grand  King;  M.  E. 
Companion  Edgar  B.  Ellis,  Past  Grand  High  Priest;  M.  E. 
Companion  William  0.  Shelley,  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
all  of  Connecticut. 

M.  E.  Companion  Frank  C.  Sayrs,  Grand  High  Priest; 
R.  E.  Companion  Marion  H.  Hall,  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest;  R.  E.  Companion  Charles  D.  McCracken,  Grand 
King;  M.  E.  Companion  Richard  C.  Woodward,  Grand 
Treasurer,  and  E.  Companion  Howard  L.  Carter,  Grand 
Master  of  Second  Vail,  all  of  New  Jersey. 

M.  E.  Companion  West  A.  Trotter,  Grand  High  Priest ; 
R.  E.  Companion  George  0.  Fearon,  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  E.  Companion  John  S.  Grohe,  Grand  Chaplain, 
all  of  Delaware. 

Grand  Chapter  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

Grand  Chapter  was  “called  off"  for  the  purpose  of  con¬ 
ferring  the  Capitular  Degrees  upon  Brother  David  A.  Reed. 

A  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  opened,  and  by  virtue 
of  the  presence  of  Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest, 

Brother  David  A.  Reed 

was  introduced  and  had  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Mark  Mas¬ 
ter  Mason  conferred  upon  him,  Companion  August  P.  Kun- 
zig,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe,  acting  Worshipful  Master,  assisted 
by  the  Grand  Officers. 

The  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  closed  and  a  Lodge 
of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  opened,  when 
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Brother  David  A.  Reed 

was  introduced  and  Received  and  Accepted  a~Most  Excellent 
Master  Mason,  Companion  Walton  K.  Swetland,  M.  E. 
Grand  King,  acting  Most  Excellent  Master,  assisted  by  the 
Grand  Officers. 

The  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  closed  and 
Grand  Chapter  was  “called  on,”  when 

Brother  David  A.  Reed 

was  introduced  and  Exalted  to  the  Supreme  Degree  of  Royal 
Arch  Mason  by  Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  assisted  by  the  Grand  Officers. 

v 

Grand  Chapter  closed  in  Peace  at  4 :45  o'clock  P.  M. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  BROAD  AND  FILBERT  STREETS, 
PHILADELPHIA,  DECEMBER  3,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 


The  Quarterly  Communication  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction 
Thereunto  Belonging  was  held  this  afternoon. 

PRESENT : 

Comp.  George  P.  Darrow,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest . 

“  Walton  K.  Swetland,  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  August  P.  Kunzig,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe . 

“  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,, M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

“  William  B.  C halfant,  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Edward  W.  Rushton,  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Harry  M.  McDonald,  .  .  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

“  P.  Francis  Struppler,  .  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

“  Robert  A.  Walker,  .  .  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

"  Elmer  C.  Watt,  .  .  .  Grand  Master  of  Third  Vail. 

“  Ralph  C.  Minehart,  .  .  Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail. 

“  William  B.  Kropp,  .  .  .  Grand  Master  of  First  Vail. 

“  Clarence  P.  Franklin,  .  Grand  Marshal. 

“  Louis  J.  Sommer,  Jr.,  .  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

u  Richard  P.  Mogridge,  .  Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

u  Walter  M.  Carwithen,  .  Grand  Pursuivant. 

“  William  B.  Joslyn,  .  .  Grand  Tyler. 

M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 
George  B.  Wells,  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  David  J.  Davis,  Joseph 

E.  Quinby  and  John  M.  Core. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Albert  S. 
Houldsworth,  Robert  G.  Smith,  Alfred  C.  Marple,  William  J. 
Byrnes,  Jr.,  Charles  H.  Tilton,  Charles  H.  Weaver,  Gustave  A. 
Muehlhof,  Roy  C.  Stormer,  James  H.  Reeder,  John  P.  Anderson, 
Frederick  J.  Wandall,  Russell  Rudolph,  George  W.  Rodgers, 
James  W.  Myers,  Edmund  W.  Boots,  John  A.  Armstrong,  Chaun- 
cey  N.  Shilling,  Peter  Barkey,  William  F.  Bennett  and  Harvey 

F.  Peifly. 


1925] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


29 


Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  William  A.  Rhoads,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

John  E.  Cheeseman,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arizona. 
William  McCombs,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas. 

Robert  E.  Umbel,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  British  Columbia. 
Andrew  H.  Hershey,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California. 
Samuel  Shaw,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Ira  George  Ross,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut. 
Edmund  W.  Boots,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of 
Columbia. 

Thomas  N.  McKee,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia. 

Howard  M.  Brown,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Idaho. 

George  B.  Wells,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

Robert  D.  Cole,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

John  A.  Perry,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

Charles  H.  Weaver,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 
James  McCullough,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 
George  P.  Darrow,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

John  M.  Core,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 
Frederick  P.  Glasser,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan. 
Richard  P.  Mogridge,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 
James  E.  Morris,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi. 

Albert  S.  Houldsworth,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri. 
Walton  K.  Swetland,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Montana. 
Charles  H.  Tilton,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 
August  P.  Kunzig,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 
David  J.  Davis,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

George  W.  Rodgers,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota. 
Louis  M.  Wagner,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oklahoma. 
Chauncey  N.  Shilling,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 
John  P.  Anderson,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

James  H.  Reeder,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 
Thomas  F.  Ashford,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Saskat¬ 
chewan. 

A.  Howard  Thomas,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 
Peter  Barkey,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota. 
Clarence  P.  Franklin,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 
William  J.  Byrnes,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 
Gustave  A.  Muehlhof,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Utah. 

Joseph  E.  Quinby,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

Harry  J.  Bell,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia. 

P.  Francis  Struppler,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin. 
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Companions  of  Chapters  Nos.: — 3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  159,  161,  162, 
163,  164,  165,  166,  167,  169,  170,  171,  172,  175,  179,  181,  182,  183,  185, 
186,  190,  193,  194,  195,  196,  197,  198,  199,  200,  201,  203,  204,  205,  206, 
208,  209,  211,  212,  214,  215,  216,  217,  219,  220,  221,  222,  223, 
224,  225,  226,  230,  232,  233,  234,  235,  236,  237,  238,  240,  241,  242,  243, 

244,  245,  246,  247,  248,  249,  250,  251,  252,  256,  257,  259,  260,  261,  262, 

263,  264,  265,  266,  267,  268,  270,  271,  272,  274,  275,  277,  278,  279,  280, 

281,  282,  283  284,  285,  286,  288,  289,  290,  291,  294,  295,  296,  297,  299, 

300,  301,  302,  304,  305,  307,  308,  311.  (120  Chapters,  240  members; 

visitors,  5  from  Pennsylvania,  1  from  Canada,  6  from  Delaware,  7 
from  New  York,  4  from  Connecticut,  6  from  Rhode  Island,  5  from 
Massachusetts,  1  from  West  Virginia  and  7  from  New  Jersey.) 

Grand  Chapter  was  honored  by  the  presence  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  distinguished  Companions: 

Companion  Samuel  M.  Goodyear,  R.  W.  Grand  Master 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Companion  Thomas  Shipley,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  Albert  Blake,  General  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United 
States,  and  M.  E.  Companion  Arthur  D.  Prince,  Acting 
General  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

M.  E.  Companion  Harry  G.  Pollard,  Grand  High  Priest; 
R.  E.  Companion  Wallace  D.  Keith,  Grand  Scribe,  and 
R.  E.  Companion  Frank  A.  North,  Grand  Captain  of  the 
Host,  all  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Massachusetts. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  F.  Birmingham,  Grand  High 
Priest;  R.  E.  Companion  Charles  Hammel,  Grand  King; 
M.  E.  Companion  Charles  C.  Hunt,  Grand  Secretary; 
M.  E.  Companion  Percy  W.  Willard,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest;  R.  E.  Companion  Harry  M.  Rice,  Grand  Captain  of 
the  Host;  R.  E.  Companion  George  Rosendale,  Grand 
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Royal  Arch  Captain,  and  R.  E.  Companion  George  S.  Rose- 
CRANTS,  Grand  Representative,  all  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

M.  E.  Companion  Donald  E.  Spears,  Grand  High  Priest; 
R.  E.  Companion  Jerome  H.  Tucker,  Grand  King;  M.  E. 
Companion  Frank  B.  Wilson,  Past  Grand  High  Priest; 
R.  E.  Companion  George  C.  Clark,  Grand  Principal 
Sojourner;  R.  E.  Companion  Henry  N.  Francis, 
Assistant  Grand  Lecturer;  R.  E.  Companion  George 
H.  Phillips,  Grand  Senior  Steward,  and  E.  Com¬ 
panion  Victor  H.  Frazier,  High  Priest  of  Providence 
Chapter,  No.  1,  all  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Rhode  Island. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Bowers,  Grand  High  Priest; 
R.  E.  Companion  Edward  A.  Klatte,  Grand  King;  M.  E. 
Companions  Edgar  B.  Ellis  and  William  0.  Shelley, 
Past  Grand  High  Priests,  all  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Connecticut. 

M.  E.  Companion  Frank  C.  Sayrs,  Grand  High  Priest; 
R.  E.  Companion  Marion  H.  Hall,  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest;  R.  E.  Companion  Charles  D.  McCracken,  Grand 
King;  R.  E.  Companion  Victor  H.  Pugh,  Grand  Scribe; 
M.  E.  Companion  Richard  C.  Woodward,  Grand  Treasurer ; 
M.  E.  Companion  Abram  A.  Reger,  Grand  Secretary;  M.  E. 
Companion  Albert  Leon,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
R.  E.  Companion  Howard  L.  Carter,  Grand  Master  of 
Second  Vail,  all  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  New  Jersey. 

M.  E.  Companion  Walter  H.  Davis,  Grand  Z  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

M.  E.  Companion  West  A.  Trotter,  Grand  High  Priest ; 
R.  E.  Companion  George  0.  Fearon,  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest;  R.  E.  Companion  C.  E.  Beatty,  Acting  Grand  King; 
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R.  E.  Companion  William  0.  Wingate,  Grand  Principal  So¬ 
journer;  R.  E.  Companion  H.  V.  Holloway,  Grand  Master 
of  Third  Vail,  and  R.  E.  Companion  Francis  Pezet,  Grand 
Lecturer,  all  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Delaware. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  E.  Krupp,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  West 
Virginia. 

Grand  Chapter  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  2  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  on 
Thursday,  September  3,  1925,  and  Extra  Communication 
held  Wednesday,  December  2,  1925,  were  read  and  sep¬ 
arately  approved. 

Copies  of  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  196, 
197,  214,  236,  273  and  308,  and  proposed  amendments  to 
the  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  169,  183,  232,  243,  251 
and  256,  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
By-Laws. 

The  Trustees  made  the  following  report  which  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  ordered  spread  in  full  upon  the  minutes. 

Philadelphia,  December  3,  1925. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Trustees  of  Grand  Chapter  present  this,  their 
Seventeenth  Annual  Report: 

There  was  on  hand  at  last  report,  as  per  list  herein  set 


forth,  securities  as  of  par  value  of . $119,500  00 

There  was  on  hand  for  investment  . $  1  67 

Balance  in  Bank  .  628  97 

Received  from  Grand  Chapter  for  investment 

during  the  year .  12,000  00 

Total  for  investment .  $12,630  64 
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With  which  were  purchased: 

Twelve  (12)  $1000  Bonds  on  the  mort¬ 
gage  on  the  Margrace  Apartments  $12,000  00 

Balance  in  Bank  .  630  64 

Total  . . 

The  Securities  now  on  hand  in  the  Safe  Deposit  Box  of 
delphia  Trust  Company,  consist  of  the  following: 

Two  (2)  $1000.  Certificates  Nos.  MX54  and  MX55,  of 
Chicago  and  Alton,  3%,  Refunding  Fifty  (50)  year 
gold  bonds,  due  October  1,  1949.  Interest  due  April 

1  and  October  1 . 

Five  (5)  $1000  Electric  &  Peoples  Trust  Certificates, 
4%,  Nos.  A9448,  9449,  9450,  9451  and  9452,  principal 

due  1945,  interest  due  April  1  and  October  1 . 

Five  (5)  $1000  Bonds,  Pennsylvania  Company  Gold  Loans, 
4%,  Nos.  5976,  5977,  5978,  5979  and  5980.  Principal 
due  April  1,  1931,  interest  due  April  1  and  October  1 
Five  (5)  $1000  Bonds,  Reading  Company,  Jersey  Central 
collateral  gold  4%,  Nos.  19953,  19954,  19955,  19956 
and  19957,  principal  due  April  1,  1951,  interest  due 

April  1  and  October  1 . 

One  (1)  $1000  Bond  No.  7023,  New  York,  Philadelphia  & 
Norfolk  R.  R.  Stock  Trust  certificate,  4%,  principal 
due  June  1,  1948,  intereest  due  June  1  and  December  1 
Five  (5)  $1000  Bonds,  Lehigh  Valley  R.  R.  Co.  Gen.  4s, 
Nos.  2243,  9578,  9579,  13215,  19903.  Principal  due 
May  1,  2003,  interest  due  May  1  and  November  1. . . . 
Three  (3)  $1000  Bonds,  Southern  Indiana  Rwy.  Co.  First 
Mtge.  4%,  Nos.  1304,  1305  and  4670,  principal  due 
February  1,  1951,  interest  due  February  1  and 

August  1  . 

Five  (5)  $1000  Bonds  Nos.  5171,  5172,  5173,  5174  and  5175, 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  convertible  4%%,  gold  bonds,  due 

1930,  interest  due  February  1  and  August  1  . 

Five  (5)  $1000  St.  Paul  (Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St. 
Paul)  Railway  Equipment  Trust,  series  A,  5%,  gold 
certificates,  Nos.  7609,  7610,  7611,  7612,  7613,  princi¬ 
pal  due  1937,  interest  due  January  15  and  July  15. . . 
Five  (5)  $1000  Bonds,  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway 
Company,  first  and  refunding  mortgage,  5%  gold 
coupon  bonds,  Nos.  15470,  28371,  28372,  28373  and 
28374,  due  May  1,  2037,  interest  due  June  1  and 
December  1  . 


12,630  64 
the  Phila- 

$2,000  00 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

1,000  00 

5,000  00 

3,000  00 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 
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One  (1)  $1000  Bond  Bethlehem  Steel  Company,  improve¬ 
ment  mortgage  20  year  Sinking  Fund  5%  gold  bond, 
No.  9630,  due  July  1,  1936,  interest  due  January  1  and 
July  1  . . . 

Two  (2)  $1000  Bonds,  Laclede  Gas  Light  Company,  first 
mortgage  collateral  and  refunding  5%  per  cent  Gold 
Bonds,  Nos.  10050  and  10051,  principal  due  February 
1,  1953,  interest  due  February  1  and  August  1 _ 

Ten  (10)  $1000  Bonds  of  the  ten  million  dollar  mortgage 
of  the  Wanamaker  property,  5%%  due  October  1932, 
interest  due  April  1  and  October  1,  bonds  Nos.  4131, 
4132,  4133,  6185,  6326,  6327,  6328,  6329,  6330  and 
6331.  Bonds  guaranteed  by  the  Philadelphia  Company 
for  Guaranteeing  Mortgages  ..................... 

Ten  (10)  $1000  Bonds  of  the  two  million  dollar  mortgage 
(first)  of  the  Hotel  Adelphia,  paying  5%  per  cent 
interest,  due  January  1,  1927,  interest  due  January  1 
and  July  1.  Bonds  Nos.  1611,  1612,  1613,  1614,  1615, 
1616,  1617,  1618,  1619  and  1620.  Bonds  guaranteed 
by  the  Philadelphia  Company  for  Guaranteeing  Mort¬ 
gages  .................................. - ..... 

Ten  (10)  $1000  Bonds  (first  mortgage)  on  the  Bellevue- 
Stratford  Hotel,  paying  5%%  interest,  principal  due 
December  15,  1925.  Interest  due  June  15  and  Decem¬ 
ber  15.  Bonds  Nos.  3432,  3433,  3434,  3435,  3436, 
3437,  3438,  3439,  3440,  3441.  Bonds  guaranteed  by 
the  Philadelphia  Company  for  Guaranteeing  Mort¬ 
gages  . . 

Five  (5)  $1000  Bonds,  Alabama  Power  Company,  first 
mortgage  lien  and  refunding  Gold  Bond  6  per  cent 
interest.  Due  1951,  interest  due  June  1  and  December 
1.  Bonds  Nos.  13117,  14218,  14220,  14221  and 
14222  .................... _ ................... 

Ten  (10)  $1000  Bonds  of  the  two  million,  five  hundred 
thousand  dollar  mortgage  (first)  on  the  Greenfield 
Building  paying  6  per  cent  interest.  Due  September 
15,  1932.  Interest  due  March  15  and  September  15. 
Bonds  Nos.  1233,  1234,  1235,  1236,  1237,  1238,  1239, 
1240,  1241  and  1242.  Bonds  guaranteed  by  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Company  for  Guaranteeing  Mortgages  ...... 

Ten  (10)  $1000  Bonds  Argentine  Nation,  6  per  cent,  Gold 
Bonds  of  1923,  Series  A.  Due  September  1,  1957.  In¬ 
terest  due  March  1  and  September  1.  Bonds  Nos. 


1,000  00 


2,000  00 


10,000  00 


10,000  00 


10,000  00 


5,000  00 


10,000  00 
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M36122,  M36123,  M36129,  M36130,  M36131,  M36132, 


M36133,  M36134,  M36135  and  M36136  . . . . . .  10,000  00 

Eight  (8)  $1000  Bonds,  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul 
6%,  First  Mortgage  Gold  Security  Loan  of  1924. 

Due  January  1,  1934.  Interest  due  January  1  and 
July  1.  Bonds  Nos.  10996,  10997,  10998,  10999,  11000 

11001,  11002  and  11003  .  8,000  00 

First  mortgage  on  property  2103  Diamond  Street, 
recorded  in  the  Office  of  the  Recorder  of  Deeds  accom¬ 
panied  by  Fire  Insurance  Policy  .  2,500  00 


Ten  (10)  $1000  Mortgage  Bonds  of  the  one  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  mortgage  on  the  Belle-Claire  Apartments,  N.  W. 
corner  40th  and  Girard  Ave.,  Philadelphia,  paying  6 
per  cent  interest,  due  May  1,  1948.  Interest  due 
August  31,  November  30,  February  28  and  May  31 
of  each  year.  Bonds  Nos.  69,  70,  71,  72,  73,  79,  80, 

81,  82  and  83.  Bonds  guaranteed  by  the  Bankers  Bond 

and  Mortgage  Company  of  Philadelphia .  10,000  00 

Twelve  (12)  $1000  Bonds,  mortgage  on  the  Margrace 
Apartments,  63rd  Street  and  City  Line,  Philadelphia, 
paying  6  per  cent  interest  due  June  1  and  December 
1,  due  December  1,  1929.  Bonds  Nos.  180  to  191, 
inclusive.  Bonds  guaranteed  by  the  Bankers  Bond 


and  Mortgage  Company  of  Philadelphia  .  12,000  00 

Total  par  value . $131,500  00 


INCOME  ACCOUNT. 


1924. 
Nov.  29, 

“  29, 
“  29, 
“  29, 
Dec.  15, 

1925. 
Jan.  2, 
Jan.  6, 

“  6, 
“  16, 
Feb.  4, 


Collected  and  Paid  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

Coupons,  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk 

Alabama  Power  Company  . 

Chicago  and  Northwestern  . 

Belle-Claire  Apartments  . 

Check,  Bellevue-Stratford  Mortgage  . 

Check,  Adelphia  Mortgage  . 

Coupons,  Bethlehem  Steel  Company  . 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul _ 

“  St.  Paul  Railway  . 

Southern  Indiana  . 

“  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  . 


$20  00 
150  00 
125  00 
23  34 
287  50 

287  50 
25  00 
240  00 
125  00 
60  00 
112  50 
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Feb.  4,  Coupons  Laclede  Gas  Light  Company  .  $55  00 

“  27,  “  Argentine  Nation  .  300  00 

“  27,  “  Belle  Claire  Apartments  .  23  34 

Mar.  17,  Check,  Greenfield  Building  Mortgage .  300  00 

April  1,  “  Electric  &  Peoples  Traction  Company..  100  00 

“  1,  Coupons,  Pennsylvania  Company  .  100  00 

“  1,  “  Reading  Company  .  100  00 

“  1,  Check,  Wanamaker  Building  Mortgage  .......  275  00 

May  2,  Coupons,  Lehigh  Valley  .  100  00 

June  8,  “  Alabama  Power  Company  .  150  00 

“  8,  “  Chicago  and  Northwestern  .  125  00 

“  8,  “  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk.  20  00 

“  8,  “  Belle  Claire  Apartments  .  150  00 

M  8,  “  Margrace  Apartments .  270  00 

“  15,  Check,  Bellevue-Stratford  Mortgage  .  287  50 

“  15,  “  Chicago  and  Alton .  60  66 

M  8,  Coupons,  Belle-Claire  Apartments  .  126  66 

July  1,  Check,  Adelphia  Mortgage  .  287  50 

“  3,  Coupons,  St.  Paul  Railway  .  240  00 

“  3,  “  Bethlehem  Steel  .  25  00 

u  3,  “  St.  Paul  Railway  .  125  00 

Sept.  3,  “  Argentine  Nation  .  677  50 

“  15,  Check,  Greenfield  Building  Mortgage .  300  00 

Oct.  1,  Coupons,  Reading  Company  .  475  00 

"  3,  Check,  Electric  &  Peoples  Traction  Company. .  100  00 

Nov.  4,  Coupons,  Lehigh  Valley  .  100  00 


$6,329  00 

An  inventory  of  the  property  of  Grand  Chapter  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  disclosed  a  valuation  of  $8802.21. 

The  appraised  value  therefor  today,  allowing  for  depreciation, 
would  be  $7922.00,  covered  by  insurance. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

George  B.  Wells, 

David  J.  Davis, 

George  W.  Seeds, 

Trustees” 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  ordered  spread  in  full  upon  the 
minutes. 
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“QUARTERLY  REPORT. 

Philadelphia,  December  3,  A.  D„  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report 
that  they,  with  the  assistance  of  Public  Accountants,  have  examined 
the  books  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  books  of 
the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary,  from  August  21,  1925,  to  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  1925,  inclusive,  and  find  them  correct,  agreeing  with  their 
vouchers,  showing: 

RECEIPTS. 


From  Certificates  . $2  00 

“  Constitutions  .  1  00 

Interest  on  Investments . 1,652  50 

Interest  on  Deposits  .  283  43 


$1,938  93 

To  which  add  Balance  August  20,  1925  . .  16,886  88 

- - $18,825  81 

DISBURSEMENTS. 


For  Charity  .  $230  00 

“  Clothing  and  Furniture  .  26  00 

“  Expenses  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest .  1,000  00 

“  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests .  776  32 

"  P.  G.  H.  P.  and  other  Grand 

Officers  .  231  06 

Instruction  in  the  Work  .  568  32 

“  Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery .  269  75 

“  Kent  .  3,000  00 

“  Salaries  .  1,695  00 

“  Telephone  Services .  21  92 

“  Office  Supplies .  13  65 

“  Repairs  to  Addressograph  .  1  50 

“  Auditing  .  25  00 

Entertainment  of  Guests  from  other  Juris¬ 
dictions  .  1,082  20 


$8,940  72 
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To  which  add  Balance  November  20,  1925.  9,885  09 

- $18,825  81 

Fraternally  submitted, 

E.  Marshall  Harvey, 
McCluney  Radcliffe, 

Robert  E.  Umbel, 

Committee.” 

The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following  An¬ 
nual  Report  and  Estimates  for  the  year  1926,  which  was 
received,  ordered  spread  in  full  upon  the  minutes  and  the 
resolution  attached  thereto  was  unanimously  adopted: 

“ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Philadelphia,  December  3,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report 
that  they,  with  the  assistance  of  Public  Accountants,  have  examined 
the  accounts  and  securities  held  by  the  Trustees,  which  show  an 
invested  fund  of  $131,500.00,  as  fully  set  forth  in  their  Annual  Report 
to  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Committee  has  also  examined  the  books  of  the  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  books  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
Secretary  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  20,  1925,  and  find  them 
correct,  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing: 

RECEIPTS. 


From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  ............  $35,283  70 

“  Certificates  . 34  00 

“  Constitutions  ........................  8  00 

“  Dispensation  . . . 5  00 

"  Interest  on  Deposits  . .  283  43 

“  Interest  on  Investments  ...............  6,329  00 

“  Sale  of  Ledger  Sheets  .................  4  00 


$41,947  13 

Balance,  November  20,  1924  ...........  7,268  38 

- - $49,215  51 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

*• 

For  Charity  .  $382  75 

“  Clothing  and  Furniture  .  438  49 

“  Expenses  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  ......  4,000  00 

“  “  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests .  2,872  37 

“  “  P.  G.  H.  P.  and  other  Grand 

Officers  . 1,158  18 

“  "  Instruction  in  the  Work .  2,277  28 

“  Investments  .  12,000  00 

“  Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania .  1,000  00 

“  Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery  .  2,884  18 

“  Rent  .  3,000  00 

“  Salaries  .  6,800  00 

“  Telephone  Services  .  115  07 

“  Bonding  Officers  . 131  25 

“  Adding  Machine  .  156  75 

“  Organist’s  Salary .  60  00 

“  Office  Supplies .  136  73 

“  Repairs  to  Typewriter,  etc .  6  25 

"  Auditing  .  140  00 

“  Jewel  for  Past  Grand  High  Priest .  275  00 

“  Addressograph  Machines  .  221  12 

“  Rent  of  Safe  Deposit  Box  .  10  00 

“  Insurance  .  5  00 

"  Flowers  .  25  00 

“  Auto  Hire  .  34  00 

“  Entertainment  Guests  from  other  Juris¬ 
dictions  .  1,201  00 


$39,330  42 

Balance,  November  30,  1925  .  9,885  09 

- $49,215  51 

Balance  on  deposit  Franklin  Trust  Company .  $9,885  09 

Checks  outstanding .  380  60 


Actual  balance  in  Franklin  Trust  Company . $10,265  69 

Charity  and  Emergency  Relief  Fund  per 

last  report,  November  20,  1924 .  $1,355  69 

Interest  credited  . . .  26  32 


Balance  on  deposit  in  Franklin  Trust  Company,  No¬ 
vember  20,  1925  . . .  $1,882  oi 
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ESTIMATES  FOR  1926. 

The  Committee  presents  the  following  estimates  for  the  year 
ending  November  20,  1926: 


RECEIPTS. 


From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges . $34,000  00 

“  Interest  on  Deposits .  275  00 

“  Interest  on  Investments .  7,000  00 


$41,275  00 

Balance,  November  20,  1925  .  9,885  09 

- - $51,160  09 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


For  Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania .  $1,000  00 

“  Charity  .  1,000  00 

“  Expenses  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest .  4,000  00 

“  “  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests _  3,500  00 

“  “  P.  G.  H.  P.  and  other  Grand 

Officers  .  1,500  00 

“  Salaries,  Grand  Secretary’s  Office  $8500.00 

“  “  Grand  Treasurer .  500.00 

“  “  Grand  Tyler  .  300.00 

- -  9,300  00 

“  Rent  .  3,000  00 

“  Printing  Proceedings  .  1,800  00 

“  Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery .  1,500  00 

“  Instruction  in  the  Work  . . 3,500  00 

“  Clothing  and  Furniture  .  1,000  00 

“  Investments  .  15,000  00 

“  Telephone  Services .  200  00 

“  Entertainment  Guests  from  other  Juris¬ 
dictions  .  1,500  00 

Other  Expenses  .  1,500  00 


$49,300  00 

Estimated  Balance,  November  20,  1926  . .  1,860  09 

- $51,160  09 

The  Committee  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  that  the  above  recommendations  of  the  Committee  be 
approved,  and  that  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  be  and  he 
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is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrants  on  the  Grand  Treasurer 
for  the  several  amounts  in  the  foregoing  estimates  as  they  become 
due  and  payable. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

E.  Marshall  Harvey, 
McCluney  Radclxffe, 

Robert  E.  Umbel, 

Committee” 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following  re¬ 
port  which  was  received,  and  the  resolutions  attached 
thereto  unanimously  adopted: 

“Philadelphia,  December  3,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

% 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  have  examined  the 
By-Laws  and  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  referred  to  them, 
and  offer  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved ,  that  the  proposed  new  codes  of  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
Nos.  196,  197,  214,  236,  273  and  308  be  approved. 

Resolved,  that  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of 
Chapters  Nos.  169,  183,  232,  243,  251  and  256  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

A.  Howard  Thomas, 

John  A.  Perry, 

Fenton  H.  Middleton, 

William  R.  Sutch, 

Committee.” 

The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  made  the 
following  report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  entered  and 
filed : 


“Philadelphia,  December  3,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions:— -Your  Committee  on 
Printing  and  Publishing  begs  leave  to  report  that  the  contract  for 
printing  and  binding  the  Proceedings  of  Grand  Chapter  for  the  year 
1924  was  completed  by  the  contractor  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Committee. 
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The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  for  printing,  postage  and 
stationery  was  $2,884.18. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Louis  M.  Wagner, 

James  W.  R.  Washington, 

Frank  E.  Townsend, 

Murray  Gorgas, 

Robert  W.  Vogt, 

Committee.” 

This  being  the  time  fixed  by  the  Constitution  for  the 
election  of  Grand  Officers  to  serve  Grand  Chapter  for  the 
ensuing  Masonic  year,  beginning  on  St.  John  the  Evangel¬ 
ist’s  Day  next,  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  was 
pleased  to  appoint  the  following  Tellers  to  conduct  the  elec¬ 
tion  for  Grand  Officers: 

Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Alfred  C.  Marple. 

“  J.  Edward  Billheimer. 

“  Peter  Barkey. 

Most  Excellent  Grand  King. 

Comp.  Frederick  J.  Wandall. 

44  James  H.  Reeder. 

44  Russell  Rudolph. 

Most  Excellent  Grand  Scribe. 

» 

Comp.  Albert  S.  Houldsworth. 

Chauncey  N.  Shilling. 

44  Gustave  A.  Muehlhof. 

Most  Excellent  Grand  Treasurer. 

Comp.  John  A.  Armstrong. 

44  William  F.  Bennett. 

44  George  W.  Rodgers. 
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Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary . 

Comp.  William  J.  Byrne's,  Jr. 

“  Charles  H.  Tilton. 

“  Charles  H.  Weaver. 

The  Tellers  appointed  to  conduct  the  election  for  Grand 
Officers  having  reported,  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High 
Priest  declared  the  following  named  Companions  duly 
elected : 

George  P.  Harrow,  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest. 

Walton  K.  S  wetland,  Most  Excellent  Grand  King. 

August  P.  Kunzig,  Most  Excellent  Grand  Scribe. 

Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  Most  Excellent  Grand  Treas¬ 
urer. 

Joseph  E.  Quinby,  Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  appointment 
of  Companion  James  B.  Duffy  as  a  member  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  By-Laws. 

At  the  request  of  Companion  George  P.  Harrow,  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  George  B.  Wells,  M.  E. 
Past  Grand  High  Priest,  read  the  following : 

“In  Memoriam. 

Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest: 

I  find  genuine  pleasure,  melancholy  though  it  be,  in  complying 
with  your  request  that  I  briefly  record  an  attestation  of  Grand 
Chapter’s  appreciation  of  the  work  and  worth  of  our  late  Companion, 
Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  Most  Excellent  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

A  striking  personality  was  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  and  one  not 
always  understood. 

But  the  key  of  mutual  confidence  once  secured  unlocked  the  case¬ 
ment  of  characteristic  reserve  and  disclosed  a  spirit  animated  by 
altruistic  ambitions. 
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Companion  Sundstrom  was  of  Scandinavian  stock,  having  been 
born  in  Sweden,  September  8,  1847.  The  family  is  of  ancient  lineage 
and  high  standing,  an  ancestor  having  done  valiant  service  at  the 
Battle  of  Storm  by  reason  of  which,  in  accordance  with  the  customs 
of  the  country,  the  Goodguard  pastorate  has  ever  since  been  held  by 
a  Sundstrom. 

Our  late  Companion  received  a  technical  education  at  the  Orebro 
Manual  Training  School,  and  the  Royal  Technological  Institute  of 
Stockholm.  He  was  married  in  Orebro  December  29,  1869,  to  Eva 
Melin,  who  continued  his  faithful  helpmate  until  a  few  short  years 
ago,  when  her  mortal  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  this  city. 

Companion  Sundstrom  came  to  the  United  States  in  1878,  and 
from  1879  to  1885  was  engaged  in  construction  work  for  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad.  In  1885  he  was  appointed  Surveyor  of  the  Eighth 
District  of  Philadelphia,  and  continued  in  the  city’s  employ  until 
1917,  when  he  was  retired  and  placed  on  the  pension  list  by  reason  of 
failing  health. 

He  never  ceased  to  cherish  happy  memories  of  his  youth,  never 
wavered  in  his  filial  affection  for  the  land  of  his  birth,  ever  main¬ 
tained  a  full  degree  of  interest  in  and  sympathy  for  things  and 
people  that  were  Swedish,  but  to  his  honor  be  it  said  that  all  these 
things,  commendable  as  they  are  of  themselves,  were  unquestionably 
subordinated  to  his  never  waning  appreciation  of  and  never  wavering 
loyalty  to  the  institutions  and  the  protecting  flag  of  the  great  and 
glorious  country  that  later  gave  him  citizenship,  which  he  not  only 
prized  but  also  honored. 

Companion  Sundstrom’s  Masonic  career  commenced  with  his 
receiving  the  symbolic  degrees  in  Palestine  Lodge,  No.  470,  of  this 
city  in  1889,  and  notwithstanding  failing  health  and  waning  strength 
it  ended  only  with  his  being  almost  carried  from  this  room  at  the 
close  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  Grand  Chapter  held  March  5, 
1925,  after  which  he  was  taken  home  and  placed  in  bed,  where  within 
forty-eight  hours  thereafter  his  spirit  fled  from  its  exhausted  body  to 
“realms  of  Life  and  Light  eternal.” 

The  first  lessons  of  Freemasonry  taught  Carl  A.  Sundstrom 
fell  on  fruitful  ground  previously  prepared  by  gifts  of  nature  and 
inculcated  habits. 
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With  heart  and  spirit  already  attuned  to  Masonry's  message, 
thirst  for  knowledge,  a  retentive  memory,  almost  unlimited  capacity 
for  work,  readiness  to  serve  and  inherent  qualities  of  leadership  con¬ 
spired  to  quickly  put  Companion  Sundstrom  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
Masonic  students  and  instructors  of  his  time. 

All  branches  of  Masonry,  and  all  organizations  connected  there¬ 
with,  sought  and  obtained  his  services  and  were  strengthened  thereby. 
Neither  the  time  at  our  disposal  or  the  presumed  interest  in  these 
details  justify  a  recital  of  the  many  places  and  stations  he  filled, 
suffice  it  to  say  that  few  Masons  have  had  so  many  calls  to  duty  and 
preferment,  and  fewer  still  have  responded  so  freely  and  efficiently. 

He  received  the  Capitular  degrees  in  Keystone  R.  A.  Chapter, 
No.  175,  in  1891,  and  within  one  year  from  the  "time  of  his  exaltation 
to  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  he  was  elected  Scribe  of  the  Chapter. 

His  first  recorded  service  to  Grand  Chapter  was  in  1896,  when 
he  accompanied  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Ezra  S. 
Bartlett,  on  a  series  of  Grand  Visitations  through  the  State. 

These  Visitations  marked  the  beginning  of  an  intimate  friend¬ 
ship  between  Companion  Sundstrom  and  myself,  which  had  no  inter¬ 
ruption  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

I  proudly  attest  that  he  was  a  man’s  man  with  red  corpuscles, 
a  loyal  friend,  a  fair  fighting  foe  and  faithful  servant  of  Grand 
Chapter;  strong  in  his  prejudices?  Aye,  but  quick  in  his  perception 
of  the  principles  of  Truth,  Justice  and  Charity.  Ever  ready  to  con¬ 
demn  what  was  wrong,  he  was  never  tardy  in  applauding  what  was 
right. 

His  high  appreciation  of  any  favor  done  or  courtesy  shown  to 
him  or  his  amounted  almost  to  a  weakness  which  leads  to  the  thought 
that  even  his  weaknesses  commanded  commendation. 

With  all  due  appreciation  of  the  many  illustrious  Companions' 
who  have  had  part  in  making  the  history  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  the 
work  of  Carl  A.  Sundstrom  and  its  practical  worth  is  not  paled  by 
comparison. 

An  ardent  student  and  an  accomplished  ritualist,  he  set  his  face 
firmly  against  all  innovations,  enforced  the  Constitution,  Rules,  Regu¬ 
lations  and  Edicts  with  determination  inflexible,  and  guarded  the 
Landmarks  as  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant. 
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He  was  a  genial  Companion,  had  a  well  developed  sense  of  humor 
and  enjoyed  the  hour  of  lighter  vein  to  the  utmost  on  proper  occasions, 
but  had  an  abiding  faith  in  the  philosophy  of  “time  and  place  for  all 
things”  and  he  found  neither  time  nor  place  for  levity  in  Masonic 
ceremonies. 

The  serious  and  religious  side  of  his  personality  is  fully  shown  in 
his  addresses  in  Grand  Chapter  and  elsewhere. 

May  I  quote  just  a  few  lines  from  his  pen? 

‘The  cornerstone  of  Freemasonry  is  truth,  which  is  not  a  human 
but  a  Divine  attribute,  and  as  such  as  unchangeable/ 

‘Let  us  humbly  pray  that  the  incense  we  have  burned  upon  our 
Altars  shall  prove  an  acceptable  sacrifice  to  the  Supreme  Architect 
of  the  Universe,  who  had  in  the  past  vouchsafed  to  guide  and  protect 
us,  and  that  His  fatherly  care  may  continue  to  rest  upon  this  Grand 
Chapter/ 

Did  time  and  space  permit  many  other  passages  might  be  quoted 
to  prove  our  late  Companion  Sundstrom/s  spiritual  soundness,  but 
the  above  suffices  to  fully  attest  his  reverence  for  our  Heavenly 
Father,  his  confidence  in  immortality  and  his  sense  of  his  own  per¬ 
sonal  responsibility  to  live  righteously  and  serve  his  fellows,  for  none 
who  knew  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  whether  friend  or  foe,  would  accuse 
him  of  cant  or  hypocrisy. 

Farewell,  dear  Carl,  till  we  meet  again. 

‘  ’Tis  the  great  birthright  of  mankind  to  die/  ” 

At  the  request  of  Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  the  following  Companions  addressed 
Grand  Chapter: 

Companion  Samuel  M.  Goodyear,  R.  W.  Grand  Master 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  Albert  Blake,  General  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  United  States. 


M.  E.  Companion  Harry  G.  Pollard,  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Massachusetts. 
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M.  E.  Companion  John  F.  Birmingham,  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 

M.  E.  Companion  Donald  E.  Spears,  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Rhode  Island. 

M.  E.  Companion  Willam  Bowers,  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Connecticut. 

M.  E.  Companion  Frank  C.  Sayrs,  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  New  Jersey. 

M.  E.  Companion  Walter  H.  Davis,  Grand  Z  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

M.  E.  Companion  West  A.  Trotter,  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Delaware. 

M.  E.  Companion  Arthur  D.  Prince,  Acting  General 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Host  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States. 

Companion  Thomas  Shipley,  Grand  Commander  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  Pennsylvania. 

Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters  an¬ 
nouncing  the  deaths  of  distinguished  Companions  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

R.  E.  Companion  Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Montana,  died  July  31,  1925. 

Companion  John  Brodie,  Past  Grand  Treasurer  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas,  died  August  15,  1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  Nathaniel  Prather,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington, 
died  August  24,  1925. 
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M.  E.  Companion  Evarts  C.  Stevens,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota,  died  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  Ernest  Leneve  Foster,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado,  died  Sep¬ 
tember  21,  1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  Henry  H.  Montgomery,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois,  died  October 
16,  1925. 

Grand  Chapter  closed  in  Peace  at  5  o’clock  55  minutes 
P.  M. 
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# 

ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 

*• 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  BROAD  AND  FILBERT  STREETS, 
PHILADELPHIA,  DECEMBER  28,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 


The  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  The  Grand  Holy 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  Thereunto  Belonging,  was  held  this  evening. 

Present  : 

Comp.  George  P.  Darrow,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Walton  K.  S wetland,  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  August  P.  Kunzig,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

“  Francis  M.  Taitt,  .  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  William  H.  Micheals,  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Harry  M.  McDonald,  .  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

“  P.  Francis  Stp.uppler,  .  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

“  Robert  A.  Walker,  .  .  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Elmer  C.  Watt,  .  .  .  Grand  Master  of  Third  Vail. 
Robert  D.  Cole,  ...  as  Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail. 

“  William  B.  Kropp,  .  .  Grand  Master  of  First  Vail. 

“  Clarence  P.  Franklin,  .  Grand  Marshal. 

Louis  J.  Sommer,  Jr.,  .  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 

“  Richard  P.  Mogridge,  .  Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

“  Walter  M.  Carwithen,  .  Grand  Pursuivant. 

“  William  B.  Joslyn,  .  .  Grand  Tyler. 

M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 
George  B.  Wells,  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  and  Joseph  E.  Quinby. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Albert  S. 
Houldsworth,  Robert  G.  Smith,  Alfred  C.  Marple,  William  J. 
Byrnes,  Jr.,  J.  Edward  Billheimer,  Charles  H.  Weaver,  Gustave 
A.  Muehlhof,  Edmund  W.  Boots  and  Harvey  F.  Peifly. 

Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  William  A.  Rhoads,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

“  John  E.  Cheeseman,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arizona. 
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Comp.  William  McCombs,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas. 

“  Andrew  H.  Hershey,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California. 

“  Samuel  Shaw,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

“  Edmund  W.  Boots,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of 
Columbia. 

“  Howard  M.  Brown,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Idaho. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  Robert  D.  Cole,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

“  John  A.  Perry,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

“  Charles  H.  Weaver,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  George  A.  Gorgas,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

“  George  P.  Darrow,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

“  Richard  P.  Mogridge,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 

“  James  E.  Morris,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi. 

“  Albert  S.  Houldsworth,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri. 

“  Walton  K.  S wetland,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Montana. 

“  August  P.  Kunzig,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

“  Louis  M.  Wagner,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oklahoma. 

“  A.  Howard  Thomas,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Clarence  P.  Franklin,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  William  J.  Byrnes,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Gustave  A.  Muehlhof,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Utah. 

“  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

“  Harry  J.  Bell,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia. 

P.  Francis  Struppler,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin. 

Companions  of  Chapters  Nos.: — 3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  165,  167, 
169,  171,  175,  177,  182,  183,  185,  196,  198,  202,  223,  226,  232,  234,  237, 
238,  240,  243,  245,  248,  250,  251,  256,  258,  262,  263,  270,  271,  274,  282, 
283,  284  and  307.  (41  Chapters  of  Pennsylvania,  1  of  New  Jersey 

and  1  of  Maine,  97  members  and  17  visitors.) 

Grand  Chapter  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  seven  o’clock 

p.  M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  Thurs¬ 
day,  December  3,  1925,  were  read  and  approved. 

Copies  of  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  266 
and  311  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
By-Laws. 
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The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following  re¬ 
port  which  was  received  and  the  resolution  attached  thereto 
adopted : 

“Philadelphia,  December  28,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  have  examined  the 
By-Laws  referred  to  them,  and  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved ,  that  the  proposed  new  codes  of  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
Nos.  166  and  311  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

A.  Howard  Thomas, 

John  A.  Perry, 

Fenton  H.  Middleton, 

William  H.  Sutch, 

James  B.  Duffy, 

Committee .” 

Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  Most  Excellent  Grand 
High  Priest,  addressed  Grand  Chapter  as  follows,  giving 
the  Companions  a  complete  report  of  his  stewardship : 

My  Companions: 

One  year  has  elapsed  since  I  was  honored  by  being  in¬ 
stalled  as  your  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest.  In  my  address 
to  Grand  Chapter  at  that  time  I  registered  this  pledge :  That 
with  every  faculty  it  has  pleased  Providence  to  endow  me  I 
will  earnestly  try  to  maintain  the  high  standards  set  by 
my  strenuous  predecessors  and  discharge  the  duties  con¬ 
fided  to  me  with  fidelity  and  zeal.  Mindful  of  my  own 
limitations,  I  also  stated  that,  while  words  may  indicate 
my  deep  sense  of  solemn  responsibility  in  assuming  this 
exalted  station,  the  real  test  will  be  shown  by  the  quality 
of  service  I  may  be  able  to  render  to  Grand  Chapter. 

It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  faithfully  record  events,  and 
place  before  the  Companions  of  Grand  Chapter  a  true  pic- 
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ture  of  my  activities,  so  that  you  may  judge  whether  I  have 
faithfully  kept  the  pledge  and  rendered  the  service  you  had 
a  right  to  expect. 

It  will  be  my  endeavor,  in  relating  the  history  of  Grand 
Chapter  for  the  year  1925,  to  trace  the  lines  which  have 
contributed  so  materially  in  bringing  increased  interest 
and  progress  to  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  Jurisdiction. 
The  task  I  have  undertaken  would  be  imperfectly  executed 
did  I  not  show  the  splendid  spirit  of  co-operation  between 
the  subordinate  Chapters  and  the  officers  of  Grand  Chapter. 
The  seeds  planted  by  previous  administrations  in  this  fer¬ 
tile  field  have  yielded  an  abundant  harvest  in  many  ways. 

We  have  continued  and  encouraged  fraternal  relations 
with  other  Jurisdictions  through  the  interchange  of  visits 
by  Grand  Officers.  These  visitations  are  certain  to  redound 
to  our  mutual  benefit  and  strengthen  the  bonds  that  unite 
us  in  common  purpose. 

The  God  of  our  Fathers  has  graciously  spared  us  for 
another  year,  and  we  should  lift  our  hearts  in  thankfulness 
for  the  manifold  blessings  bestowed  upon  us  while  we  rev¬ 
erently  bow  in  submission  to  His  divine  will  when  He  calls 
our  beloved  Companions  to  their  final  reward. 

NECROLOGY 

It  becomes  my  sad  duty  to  announce  the  passing  of  an¬ 
other  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

At  his  home,  2103  Diamond  Street,  Philadelphia,  Satur¬ 
day  evening,  March  7,  1925,  Companion  Carl  A.  Sund- 
STROM,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Holy 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  entered  into  rest. 

Companion  Sundstrom  was  Chairman  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  By-Laws  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  faithful 
to  the  last.  A  few  years  ago  Companion  Sundstrom  was 
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stricken  with  paralysis,  from  which  he  never  recovered, 
yet  his  indomitable  will-power  and  devotion  to  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  made  him  a  regular  attendant  at  every  Communication 
of  Grand  Chapter.  Toward  the  last  he  had  to  be  assisted 
and  almost  carried  to  and  from  the  Grand  Chapter  hall. 
We  will  long  remember  that  at  the  Quarterly  Communi¬ 
cation  of  Grand  Chapter  on  March  5,  1925,  two  days  before 
his  death,  he  tried  to  rise  and  bid  the  Companions  a  long 
farewell,  but  was  so  weak  he  sank  back  into  his  chair. 

I  issued  the  usual  notice  to  the  subordinate  Chapters 
after  the  death  of  Companion  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  M.  E. 
Past  Grand  High  Priest,  and  requested  Companion  A.  G. 
Criswell  Smith,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  to  pre¬ 
pare  an  In  Memoriam  on  the  life  of  Companion  Sundstrom, 
but  before  it  was  completed  Companion  Smith  was  stricken 
with  a  very  severe  illness,  from  which  he  has  not  yet 
recovered.  Companion  George  B.  Wells,  M.  E.  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  then  kindly  consented  to  prepare  the 
In  Memoriam,  which  was  read  at  the  December  Quarterly 
Communication. 

Companion  George  B.  Hannum,  Senior  Grand  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  died  January  10,  1925. 

Companion  Hannum  was  a  Past  High  Priest  of  Melita 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  284,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  an  assistant  in  the  Grand  Secretary’s  office.  He  was 
a  devoted  Mason  and  for  years  a  faithful  worker  in  Capit¬ 
ular  Masonry. 

Companion  Hayes  H.  Duncan,  Grand  Pursuivant,  died 
June  9,  1925. 

Companion  Duncan  was  a  Past  High  Priest  of  Oriental 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  183.  He  was  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  Philadelphia,  and  Captain  of  the  Park  Guards 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  having  been  connected  with  the 
Park  Guards  since  1900. 
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Companion  Azor  R.  Hunt,  a  member  of  Committee  on 
Charity,  died  November  2,  1925. 

Companion  Hunt  was  a  warrant  member  and  Past  High 
Priest  of  Homestead  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  306.  He 
served  Grand  Chapter  faithfully  and  well. 

To  our  Sister  Jurisdictions  we  extend  our  heartfelt  sym¬ 
pathy  for  the  loss  they  have  sustained  during  the  present 
year  in  the  passing  of  so  many  distinguished  Companions. 
The  names  of  the  Companions  are  recorded  in  the  min¬ 
utes  of  the  Quarterly  Communications  of  Grand  Chapter, 
and  appear  in  the  preceding  pages  of  the  minutes. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS. 

Meetings  were  held  in  each  of  the  twenty-six  Districts 
during  the  year.  It  was  my  privilege  to  be  present  on  all 
occasions,  when  I  took  the  opportunity  to  address  the  Com¬ 
panions  on  Capitular  Masonry,  after  which  another  Com¬ 
panion  who  had  been  selected  also  delivered  an  address. 
These  addresses  were  instructive,  beneficial  and  inspiring 
to  all  of  the  Companions  present. 

This  system  of  having  three  Chapters  of  each  District 
rehearse  one  of  the  three  degrees,  with  their  officers  in 
their  respective  stations  and  places,  before  the  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Grand  High  Priest  and  accompanying  Grand  Offi¬ 
cers,  which  was  inaugurated  by  Most  Excellent  Grand  High 
Priest  Joseph  E.  Quinby  four  years  ago  and  continued 
by  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  John  M.  Core  during 
his  term  of  office,  has  greatly  helped  to  bring  the  work  in 
every  part  of  the  State  to  a  standard  of  uniformity  and 
perfection  that  formerly  seemed  impossible  to  attain. 

Some  Chapters  have  made  remarkable  progress  during 
the  past  year,  the  officers  displaying  a  willingness  and  de¬ 
sire  to  co-operate  with  the  Grand  Officers  in  an  effort  to 
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attain  perfection  in  the  work.  The  result  has  been  most 
gratifying.  Almost  without  exception  every  Chapter  in 
the  Jurisdiction  has  merited  and  received  my  hearty  com¬ 
mendation.  This  result  has  not  been  attained,  however, 
without  the  loyal  and  efficient  help  of  the  District  Depu¬ 
ties,  the  Director  of  Work  and  the  Instructors  of  the 
Schools.  It  is  perfect  team  work  on  the  part  of  all  that 
wins  the  game,  and  our  advancement  toward  perfection 
is  the  direct  result  of  the  most  splendid  kind  of  co-opera¬ 
tion  by  all  of  the  Companions. 

Words  fail  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  faithful¬ 
ness  and  untiring  efforts  of  the  District  Deputies,  the  Di¬ 
rector  of  Work  and  the  Instructors.  .  They  are  ready  at 
all  times  to  assist  the  Chapters  and  instruct  the  officers. 
The  Director  of  Work  will  visit  any  Chapter  in  the  State 
for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the  officers  whenever  a  re¬ 
quest  is  made  to  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  and 
suitable  dates  are  arranged.  This  is  done  without  expense 
to  the  Chapter,  and  I  trust  the  Chapters  will  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  this  opportunity  of  acquiring  the  authorized  work. 

Companion  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary, 
accompanied  me  on  all  visitations  to  District  meetings. 

At  each  District  meeting  Secretaries  of  subordinate 
Chapters  presented  their  records  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary  for  his  inspection  and  approval.  It  has  been  found 
that  these  conferences  have  been  quite  helpful,  and  I  was 
glad  to  be  advised  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  that  rec¬ 
ords  of  minutes  and  proceedings  are  being  kept  in  better 
form  and  that  vast  improvement  has  been  evident  since 
the  establishment  of  a  uniform  system  of  keeping  the  rec¬ 
ords  of  subordinate  Chapters. 
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District  A. 

March  21,  1925,  held  at  Philadelphia. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Thomas  McConneLl,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Grand 
Treasurer;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary;  Al¬ 
bert  S.  Houldsworth,  Robert  G.  Smith,  Alfred  C.  Mar- 
ple  and  Charles  H.  Weaver,  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priests;  Robert  D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work;  Irvin  Bran- 
deis,  Henry  S.  Hazlett,  Benjamin  Biswanger,  Clarence 
R.  Brooks,  Harry  L.  Horst  and  George  W.  Kurtz,  In¬ 
structors.  Companion  Howard  L.  Carter,  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  First  Capitular  District  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey,  honored  the  meeting  with 
his  presence.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  re¬ 
hearsed  by  Chapter  No.  307,  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent 
Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  243  and  the  Degree  of  Royal 
Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  248.  The  address  was  by 
Companion  George  A.  Avery,  of  Chapter  No.  52.  The  work 
in  this  District  was  practically  perfect. 

In  each  case  the  officers  not  only  adhered  strictly  to  the 
ritual,  but  delivered  their  messages  with  such  dignity  and 
force  as  to  elicit  the  commendation  of  all  present. 

Companion  Albert  S.  Houldsworth,  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  reports  31  visits  to  Chapters  in  his 
District. 

District  B. 

March  28,  1925,  held  at  Philadelphia. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary;  A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest; 
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Robert  G.  Smith,  Albert  S.  Houldsworth,  Alfred  C. 
Marple  and  William  J.  Byrnes,  Jr.,~  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priests;  Robert  D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work; 
Irvin  Brandeis,  Henry  S,  Hazlett,  Benjamin  Bis- 
wanger,  Clarence  R.  Brooks,  Harry  L.  Horst  and 
George  W.  Kurtz,  Instructors.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Mas¬ 
ter  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  3,  the  Degree  of 
Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  251,  and  the 
Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  183.  The  ad¬ 
dress  was  by  Companion  William  Barnes  Lower,  of  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  256. 

v 

The  officers  of  these  Chapters  are  entitled  to  the  highest 
commendation  for  the  excellence  of  their  work. 

Companion  Robert  G.  Smith,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  reports  18  visits  to  Chapters  in  his  District. 

District  C. 

April  4,  1925,  held  at  Philadelphia. 

Grand  Officers  Present : — Companions  George  P.  D ar¬ 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Joseph  E.  Quinsy,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary; 
William  B.  Kropp,  Grand  Master  of  First  Vail;  Richard 
P.  Mogridge,  Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies  ;  Alfred 

C.  Marple,  Albert  S.  Houldsworth  and  William  J. 
Byrnes,  Jr.,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests;  Robert 

D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work;  Irvin  Brandeis,  Henry  S. 
Hazlett,  Benjamin  Biswanger,  Clarence  R.  Brooks, 
Harry  L.  Horst,  and  George  W.  Kurtz,  Instructors.  The 
Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter 
No.  91,  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by 
Chapter  No.  233  and  the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by 
Chapter  No.  250.  The  address  was  by  Companion  Owen 
B.  Jenkins,  of  Chapter  No.  208,  who  has  since  died. 
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Here  also  was  witnessed  work  that  commanded  the  high¬ 
est  commendation  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  reflects 
much  credit  on  those  who  took  part. 

Companion  Alfred  C.  Marple,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  reports  15  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his  Dis¬ 
trict. 


District  1. 

March  26,  1925,  held  at  Norristown. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary; 
Edward  W.  Rushton,  Grand  Chaplain;  J.  Howard  S. 
Barnes,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest;  Robert  D. 
Cole,  Director  of  Work.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Master 
Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  245,  the  Degree  of 
Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  270  and  the 
Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  220.  The 
address  was  by  Companion  Edward  W.  Rushton,  Grand 
Chaplain. 

This  was  a  largely  attended  and  enthusiastic  meeting. 
The  work  was  almost  perfect,  giving  evidence  of  pains¬ 
taking  rehearsals  by  the  officers. 

Companion  J.  Howard  S.  Barnes,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  has  made  no  report  of  visits  to  the  Chapters 
in  his  District. 

District  2. 

March  27,  1925,  held  at  Coatesville. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary; 
A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest; 
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Edward  W.  Rushton,  Grand  Chaplain;  William  J. 
Byrnes,  Jr.,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest;  Robert 
D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work,  and  Irvin  Brandeis,  Instructor. 
The  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  202,  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason 
by  Chapter  No.  223  and  the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason 
by  Chapter  No.  258.  The  address  was  by  Companion 
Edward  W.  Rushton,  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  work  as  done  at  this  meeting  was  of  such  a  degree 
of  excellence  as  is  rarely  equalled  or  excelled. 

Companion  William  J.  Byrnes,  Jr.,  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  reports  29  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his 
District. 


District  3 

April  27,  1925,  held  at  Reading. 

Grand  Officers  Present  .-—Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary; 
Edward  W.  Rushton,  Grand  Chaplain;  J.  Edward  Bill- 
heimer  and  Gustave  A.  Muehlhof,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priests,  and  Robert  D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work.  The 
Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter 
No.  237,  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by 
Chapter  No.  197  and  the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by 
Chapter  No.  152.  The  address  was  by  Companion  Edward 
W.  Rushton,  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  work  in  this  District  showed  a  marked  improvement 
and  the  interest  manifested  was  most  gratifying.  The  three 
several  Chapters  rehearsing  the  degrees  on  this  occasion 
seemed  to  have  engaged  in  a  noble  contention  as  to  “who 
could  best  work,”  and  so  well  did  each  succeed  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  render  a  verdict  in  the  contest. 


60 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1925 


Companion  J.  Edward  BIllheimer,  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  reports  24  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his 
District. 


District  4. 

March  25,  1925,  held  at  Gettysburg. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  D AR¬ 
ROW,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary; 
Edward  W.  Rushton,  Grand1  Chaplain ;  John  H.  Bennett, 
District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Robert  D.  Cole, 
Director  of  Work.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was 
rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  224,  the  Degree  of  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No,  266  and  the  Degree  of 
Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  199.  The  address  was 
by  Companion  Edward  W.  Rushton,  Grand  Chaplain. 

Maintaining  the  high  standard  set  up  in  previous  years, 
the  impressive  manner  in  which  the  letter  perfect  ritual 
was  rendered  and  the  correctness  of  the  floor  work  in  every 
detail  gave  evidence  of  the  devoted  service  of  a  competent 
District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  as  well  as  of  the  loyal 
support  of  his  district. 

Companion  John  H.  Bennett,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  has  made  no  report  of  visits  to  the  Chapters 
in  his  District. 


District  5. 

June  16,  1925,  held  at  Northampton. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary; 
Francis  M.  Taitt,  Grand  Chaplain;  Charles  R.  Roberts 
and  Harvey  F.  Peifly,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests, 
and  Robert  D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work.  The  Degree  of 
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Mark  Master  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  203, 
the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter 
No.  278  and  the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter 
No.  295.  The  address  was  by  Companion  Francis  M. 
Taitt,  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  five  Chapters  of  this  District  show  an  increasing  in¬ 
terest  and  a  growing  sense  of  responsibility.  The  work  on 
this  occasion  spelled  marked  improvement  and  gave  grati¬ 
fying  promise  for  the  future. 

Companion  Charles  R.  Roberts,  District  Deputy  Grand 

High  Priest,  reports  9  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 

% 

District  6. 

June  19,  1925,  held  at  Factoryville. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  D ar¬ 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary; 
George  B.  Wells  and  David  J.  Davis,  M.  E.  Past  Grand 
High  Priests ;  P.  Francis  Struppler,  Grand  Principal  So¬ 
journer;  George  W.  Wellburn,  Grand  Chaplain;  Charles 
H.  Tilton,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Robert 
D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Master 
Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  204,  the  Degree  of 
Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  179  and  the 
Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  205.  The  ad¬ 
dress  was  by  Companion  George  W.  Wellburn,  Grand 
Chaplain. 

The  high  degree  of  excellence  attained  in  the  rendition  of 
the  ritual  as  well  as  the  absolute  correctness  of  the  floor 
work  was  most  gratifying. 

Companion  Charles  H.  Tilton,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  has  made  no  report  of  visits  to  the  Chapters 
in  his  District. 
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District  7. 

June  18,  1925,  held  at  Tunkhannock. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary; 
George  B.  Wells,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest;  George 
W.  Wellburn,  Grand  Chaplain ;  Charles  H.  Weaver,  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Robert  D.  Cole,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Work.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  re¬ 
hearsed  by  Chapter  No.  161,  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent 
Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  293  and  the  Degree  of  Royal 
Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  172.  The  address  was  by  Com¬ 
panion  George  W.  Wellburn,  Grand  Chaplain. 

This  is  one  of  the  largest  Districts  in  the  State,  both  as  to 
area  and  number  of  Chapters,  but  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  too  large  for  the  Deputy  to  cover,  as  was  evidenced 
by  the  excellence  of  the  work  of  the  officers  of  the  Chapters 
rehearsing. 

Companion  Charles  H.  Weaver,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  reports  63  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 

District  8. 

June  17,  1925,  held  at  Mauch  Chunk. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companion  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Grand 
Treasurer;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary; 
George  B.  Wells,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest;  Gustave 
A.  Muehlhof,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
Robert  D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work.  The  Degree  of  Mark 
Master  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  219,  the  Degree 
of  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  159  and  the 


1925] 


63 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

_ 


Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  181.  The 
address  was  by  Companion  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr., 
M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

The  splendid  work  presented  by  the  three  several  Chap¬ 
ters  rehearsing  the  degrees  was  aptly  supplemented  by  the 
hospitality  of  the  home  Chapter,  and  the  fraternal  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  visiting  Companions,  all  of  which  combined 
to  make  a  day  of  great  profit  and  promise  for  Capitular 
Masonry  in  this  District. 

Companion  Gustave  A.  Muehlhof,  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  reports  12  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his 
District. 

District  9. 

April  28,  1925,  held  at  Danville. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companion  George  P.  Dar- 
row',  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary; 
Edward  W.  Rushton,  Grand  Chaplain;  Charles  H. 
Weaver,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Robert 
D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work.  The  Degree  of  Mark 
Master  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  174,  the  De¬ 
gree  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  298 
and  the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  239. 
The  address  was  by  Companion  Edward  W.  Rushton, 
Grand  Chaplain. 

The  improvement  in  the  work  in  this  District  gave  elo¬ 
quent  testimony  of  what  may  be  done  by  an  enthusiastic 
Deputy  working  in  harmony  with  willing  officers. 

Companion  Charles  H.  Weaver,  Acting  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  reports  33  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  this 
District. 
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District  10. 

June  2,  1925,  held  at  Mechanicsburg. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  Walton  K.  Swetland, 
M.  E.  Grand  King ;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe ; 
Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary;  Edward  W. 
Rushton,  Grand  Chaplain;  Arthur  W.  Gillan,  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Robert  D.  Cole,  Director 
of  Work.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  re¬ 
hearsed  by  Chapter  No.  21,  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent 
Master  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  176  and  the 
Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  209.  The  ad¬ 
dress  was  by  Companion  Edward  W.  Rushton,  Grand 
Chaplain. 

In  each  case  the  degree  was  rehearsed  in  a  manner  that 
gave  evidence  of  painstaking  effort  and  a  sincere  desire  to 
attain  perfection. 

Companion  Arthur  W.  Gillan,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  reports  9  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 

District  11. 

May  8,  1925,  held  at  Bedford. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E. 
Grand  Secretary;  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  M.  E.  Past  Grand 
High  Priest;  William  H.  Micheals,  Grand  Chaplain;  Roy 
C.  Stormer,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Rob¬ 
ert  D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Master 
Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  195,  the  Degree  of 
Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  189  and  the 
Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  255.  The  ad¬ 
dress  was  by  Companion  William  H.  Micheals,  Grand 
Chaplain. 
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There  was  a  splendid  turn  out  of  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  Chapters  of  this  District,  and  fraternity  and  hos¬ 
pitality  reigned  supreme.  For  the  most  part  the  work  of 
the  day  was  worthy  of  highest  praise,  nevertheless  in  one  of 
the  degrees  I  was  painfully  reminded  of  the  necessity  of 
frequent  rehearsals  and  a  spirit  of  co-operation  among  the 
officers. 

Companion  Roy  C.  Stormer,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  reports  13  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 


District  12. 

April  30,  1925,  held  at  Lock  Haven. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Har¬ 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  Walton  K.  Swetland, 
M.  E.  Grand  King;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe; 
Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary;  Edward  W. 
Rushton,  Grand  Chaplain;  James  H.  Reeder,  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Robert  D.  Cole,  Director 
of  Work.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  re¬ 
hearsed  by  Chapter  No.  228,  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent 
Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  261  and  the  Degree  of  Royal 
Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  163.  The  address  was  by  Com¬ 
panion  Edward  W.  Rushton,  Grand  Chaplain. 

This  meeting  was  held  in  the  magnificent  new  Temple 
at  Lock  Haven.  The  attendance  was  most  gratifying  and 
the  interest  manifested  by  all  the  officers  and  companions 
reflects  great  credit  on  the  District.  The  rehearsal  of  the 
degrees  showed  that  the  officers  had  mastered  their  work. 

Companion  James  H.  Reeder,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  reports  56  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 
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District  13. 

May  2,  1925,  held  at  Ridgway. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  Walton  K.  Swetland, 
M.  E.  Grand  King;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary;  William  H.  Micheals,  Grand  Chaplain;  John  P. 
Anderson,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Rob¬ 
ert  D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Mas¬ 
ter  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  230,  the  Degree 
of  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  260  and 
the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  279.  The 
Address  was  by  Companion  William  H.  Micheals,  Grand 
Chaplain. 

In  times  past  it  has  seemed  impossible  in  this  District  to 
have  such  rehearsals  as  are  essential  to  producing  the  best 
work,  owing  largely  to  the  membership  being  scattered,  but 
it  is  gratifying  to  note  here  that  a  devoted  Deputy  working 
with  zealous  officers  has  overcome  the  handicap  referred  to 
so  far  that  the  work  of  this  occasion  suffered  not  in  com¬ 
parison  with  that  of  more  favored  Districts. 

Companion  John  P.  Anderson,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  reports  13  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 

District  14. 

April  29,  1925,  held  at  Blossburg. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  Walton  K.  Swetland, 
M.  E.  Grand  King;  August  P.  Kunzig  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe; 
Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary;  Edward  W. 
Rushton,  Grand  Chaplain;  Frederick  J.  Wandall,  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Robert  D.  Cole,  Di¬ 
rector  of  Work.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was 
rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  265,  the  Degree  of  Most  Excel- 
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lent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  194,  and  the  Degree  of 
Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  296.  The  address  was 
by  Companion  Edward  W.  Rushton,  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  degrees  were  rehearsed  in  a  manner  that  gave  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  sincere  desire  on  the  part  of  all  officers  partici¬ 
pating  to  prepare  work  that  would  entitle  them  to  receive 
wages. 

Companion  Frederick  J.  Wandall,  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  reports  8  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his 
District. 


District  15. 

May  1,  1925,  held  at  Clarion. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  Walton  K.  Swetland, 
M.  E.  Grand  Scribe;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary;  Russell  Rudolph,  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  Robert  D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work.  The  Degree 
of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  273, 
the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No. 
225  and  the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No. 
259.  The  address  was  by  Companion  Walton  K.  Swet¬ 
land,  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

The  meeting  was  largely  attended,  great  interest  being 
manifested.  The  regular  officers  of  all  the  Chapters  re¬ 
hearsing  degrees  were  present  and  took  their  regular  sta¬ 
tions  and  places.  The  ritualistic  work  was  practically 
perfect. 

Companion  Russell  Rudolph,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  reports  15  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 


68 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1925 


District  16. 

April  8,  1925,  held  at  Pittsburgh. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  Walton  K.  Swetland, 
M.  E.  Grand  King;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe; 
Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary;  Edgar  A.  Ten¬ 
nis,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest;  Ralph  C.  Minehart, 
Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail ;  George  W.  Rodgers,  James 
W.  Myers,  Edmund  W.  Boots,  John  A.  Armstrong  and 
Chauncey  N.  Shilling,  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priests;  Robert  D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work;  Frederick  P. 
Glasser,  John  Bell,  Jr.,  and  John  W.  Brandon,  Instruc¬ 
tors.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  rehearsed  by 
Chapter  No.  193,  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master 
Mason  by  Chapter  No.  268  and  the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch 
Mason  by  Chapter  No.  257.  The  address  was  by  Com¬ 
panion  Harry  J.  Bell  of  Chapter  No.  165. 

The  very  large  attendance  at  this  meeting  and  the  almost 
perfect  work  shows  that  a  very  great  interest  is  being 
taken  by  the  officers  and1  companions. 

Companion  George  W.  Rodgers,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  reports  31  visits  to  Chapters  in  his  District. 

District  17. 

April  7,  1925,  held  at  Coraopolis. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  Walton  K.  Swetland, 
M.  E.  Grand  King;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe; 
Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary;  James  W. 
Myers,  George  W.  Rodgers  and  Edmund  W.  Boots,  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests ;  Robert  D.  Cole,  Director 
of  Work;  Frederick  P.  Glasser  and  John  Bell,  Jr.,  In¬ 
structors.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  re- 
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hearsed  by  Chapter  No.  294,  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent 
Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  280  and  the  Degree  of  Royal 
Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  150.  The  address  was  by 
Companion  Harry  J.  Bell,  of  Chapter  No.  165. 

The  attendance  and  interest  shown  was  excellent.  The 
work  was  well  done,  evincing  both  ability  and  hard  work  on 
the  part  of  the  officers. 

Companion  James  W.  Myers,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest  reports  42  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 

District  18. 

May  7,  1925,  held  at  Monessen. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  Walton  K.  Swetland, 
M.  E.  Grand  King;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary;  John  M.  Core,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest;  Ralph 
C.  Minehart,  Grand  Master  Second  Vail;  William  H. 
Micheals,  Grand  Chaplain ;  Edmund  W.  Boots,  George  W. 
Rodgers,  John  A.  Armstrong,  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priests;  Robert  D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work;  Frederick  P. 
Glasser  and  John  Bell,  Jr.,  Instructors.  The  Degree  of 
Mark  Master  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  289,  the 
Degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No. 
282  and  the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No. 
285.  The  address  was  by  Companion  William  H.  Mich¬ 
eals,  Grand  Chaplain. 

In  each  of  the  degrees  rehearsed  the  regular  officers  of 
the  Chapters  occupied  their  respective  stations  and  places. 
It  is  only  necessary  to  add  that  the  high  order  of  excellence 
of  work  established  in  this  District  in  years  gone  by  was 
on  this  occasion  fully  maintained,  thus  showing  that  Deputy 
and  Officers  are  loyal  to  their  trust. 

Companion  Edmund  W.  Boots,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  reports  42  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 
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District  19. 

April  9,  1925,  held  at  Meyersdale. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary; 
John  M.  Core,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest;  John  A. 
Armstrong,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Rob¬ 
ert  D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Mas¬ 
ter  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  164,  the  Degree  of 
Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  192  and  the 
Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  165.  Owing 
to  train  accommodations  this  meeting  was  one  continuous 
session  commencing  at  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The 
Grand  High  Priest  delivered  the  only  address. 

The  attendance  at  this  meeting  was  large,  every  Chapter 
in  the  District  being  well  represented,  some  traveling  long 
distances.  The  interest  manifested  by  all  was  gratifying 
and  the  work  was  of  a  high  order  of  excellence. 

Companion  John  A.  Armstrong,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  reports  29  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 

District  20. 

May  6,  1925,  held  at  Sharon. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  Walton  K.  Swetland, 

M.  E.  Grand  King;  Joseph  E.  Quinby  M.  E.  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary;  William  H.  Micheals,  Grand  Chaplain;  Chauncey 

N.  Shilling,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Rob¬ 
ert  D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Mas¬ 
ter  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  170,  the  Degree 
of  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  244,  and 
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the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  206.  The 
address  was  by  Companion  William  H.  Micheals,  Grand 
Chaplain. 

This  meeting  was  a  large  and  enthusiastic  one  and  the 
spirit  of  co-operation  and  good  fellowship  is  entitled  to  the 
highest  commendation.  The  several  officers  were  fully  pre¬ 
pared,  and  not  only  followed  the  text  of  the  ritual  but  deliv¬ 
ered  the  same  in  a  manner  that  could  not  fail  to  make  a 
lasting  impression  on  any  seeker  after  Masonic  Light. 

Companion  Chauncey  N.  Shilling,  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  reports  10  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his 
District. 

District  21. 

May  4,  1925,  held  at  Erie. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  Walton  K.  Swetland, 
M.  E.  Grand  King;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary;  William  H.  Micheals,  Grand  Chaplain;  Peter 
Barkey  and  Chauncey  N.  Shilling,  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priests ;  Robert  D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work,  and 
Frederick  P.  Glasser,  Instructor.  The  Degree  of  Mark 
Master  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  187,  the  De¬ 
gree  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  191 
and  the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  200. 
The  address  was  by  Companion  William  H.  Micheals, 
Grand  Chaplain. 

On  this  occasion  two  of  the  degrees  were  rehearsed  in 
a  manner  above  criticism.  In  the  other  case  there  was  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  lack  of  complete  rehearsals,  but  the  earnest  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  officers  gave  gratifying  promise  of  rapid  im¬ 
provement  in  the  future. 

Companion  Peter  Barkey,  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest,  reports  7  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 
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District  22. 

May  5,  1925,  held  at  Warren. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  Walton  K.  Swetland, 
M.  E.  Grand  King;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary;  William  H.  Micheals,  Grand  Chaplain;  William 
F.  Bennett  and  John  P.  Anderson,  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priests,  and  Robert  D.  Cole,  Director  of  Work. 
The  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  rehearsed  by  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  211,  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason 
by  Chapter  No.  207,  and  the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason 
by  Chapter  No.  236.  The  address  was  by  Companion 
William  H.  Micheals,  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  weather  was  stormy  and  the  distances  great.  The 
Companions  showed  enthusiasm  in  Capitular  Masonry  by 
attending  this  meeting  under  such  adverse  conditions.  The 
work  was  good  and  the  officers  are  entitled  to  the  commen¬ 
dation  of  the  Grand  Officers  for  their  interest  and  efforts 
to  achieve  perfection. 

Companion  William  F.  Bennett,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  reports  2  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 

District  23. 

June  15,  1925,  held  at  Bethlehem. 

Grand  Officers  Present: — Companions  George  P.  Dar- 
row,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary; 
Francis  M.  Taitt,  Grand  Chaplain;  Harvey  F.  Peifly, 
District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Robert  D.  Cole, 
Director  of  Work.  The  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was 
rehearsed  by  Chapter  No.  274,  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent 
Master  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  281  and  the  Degree  of  Royal 
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Arch  Mason  by  Chapter  No.  216.  The  address  was  by  Com¬ 
panion  Francis  M.  Taxtt,  Grand  Chaplain. 

Owing  to  the  extreme  heat  the  attendance  at  this  meeting 
was  but  moderate,  yet  the  Companions  showed  a  keen  in¬ 
terest  and  the  officers  did  exceptionally  good  work. 

Companion  Harvey  F.  Peifly,  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  reports  20  visits  to  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  have  reported  visits 
to  Chapters  as  follows: 


District 

Visits  District 

Visits  District 

Visits  District 

Visits 

A  .... 

..31  5.... 

....9 

12... 

. 6 

19.. 

....27 

B  .  .  . . 

..18  6 _ 

13... 

. . : . 13 

20.. 

....10 

C  .... 

..15  7.... 

...63 

14... 

. 8 

21.. 

.....7 

1  .... 

8.... 

.  .  .12 

15... 

....15 

22.. 

. 2 

2  .... 

..29..  9 _ 

...33 

16... 

....31 

23.. 

....20 

3  .  .  . , 

...24  10 _ 

. . .  .9 

17. . . 

. . . .46 

4  .... 

11.... 

...13 

18... 

....42 

Total 

..483 
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Visits  to  Subordinate  Chapters 

May  13,  1925.  I  attended  the  seventy-fifth  Anniversary 
of  Philadelphia  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  169,  at  Masonic  Temple, 
Philadelphia,  and  was  accompanied  by  Companions  August 
P.  Kunzig,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe,  and  Joseph  E.  Quinby, 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

October  12,  1925.  I  attended  the  stated  meeting  of  Melita 
R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  284,  at  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia, 
and  was  accompanied  by  Companions  Walton  K.  Swet- 
land,  M.  E.  Grand  King;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E.  Grand 
Scribe;  George  B.  Wells,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest; 
Albert  S.  Houldsworth,  Alfred  C.  Marple  and  William 
J.  Byrnes,  Jr.,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests;  Wil¬ 
liam  B.  Chalfant,  Edward  W.  Rushton,  John  G.  Wilson 
and  William  H.  Micheals,  Grand  Chaplains;  Elmer  C. 
Watt,  Grand  Master  of  Third  Vail;  Clarence  P.  Frank¬ 
lin,  Grand  Marshal;  Richard  P.  Mogridge,  Junior  Grand 
Master  of  Ceremonies ;  Walter  M.  Carwithen,  Grand  Pur¬ 
suivant;  William  B.  Joslyn,  Grand  Tyler. 

The  R.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania,  Companion 
Samuel  M.  Goodyear,  also  honored  the  Chapter  with  his 
presence. 

November  16,  1925.  I  made  an  informal  visit  to  my  own 
Chapter,  Germantown,  No.  208,  and  was  accompanied  by 
Companions  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe; 
Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer;  Joseph 
E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary;  Alfred  C.  Marple, 
District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest;  William  B.  Kropp, 
Grand  Master  of  First  Vail,  and  Richard  P.  Mogridge, 
Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies.  This  meeting  was 
very  largely  attended,  more  than  300  Companions  being 
present.  We  witnessed  the  conferring  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Master  Mason’s  Degree  on  a  large  number  of  candidates. 
The  work  was  rendered  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner, 
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and  I  have  no  doubt  made  a  deep  and  .lasting  impression 
upon  each  of  the  candidates.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be 
given  this  Chapter  for  the  work  they  are  doing  in  Capitular 
Masonry. 

November  30,  1925.  I  visited  Media  R.  A.  Chapter,  No. 
234,  at  Media,  and  was  accompanied  by  Companions  Wal¬ 
ton  K.  Swetland,  M.  E.  Grand  King;  August  P.  Kunzig, 
M.  E.  Grand  Scribe;  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Grand 
Treasurer;  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary; 
George  B.  Wells,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest;  William 
J.  Byrnes,  Jr.,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
William  H.  Micheals,  Grand  Chaplain. 

It  was  a  very  great  delight  to  me,  and  I  am  sure  it  was 
also  to  the  Companions  of  Media  Chapter,  to  have  as  our 
guests  on  this  occasion  M.  E.  Companion  Frank  C.  Sayrs, 
Grand  High  Priest  of  New  Jersey,  accompanied  by  R.  E. 
Companion  Marion  H.  Hall,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  ; 
M.  E.  Companion  Richard  C.  Woodward,  Grand  Treasurer, 
and  R.  E.  Companion  Howard  L.  Carter,  Grand  Master 
of  Second  Vail.  A  number  of  officers  and  Companions  of 
other  Chapters  in  the  Second  District  were  also  present. 
It  was  an  unusually  large  meeting  and  the  spirit  of  fraternal 
brotherhood  and  companionship  was  ever  in  evidence. 

The  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s  degree  was  con¬ 
ferred  in  such  an  excellent  manner  as  to  merit  commenda¬ 
tion  and  congratulation  by  your  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
as  well  as  the  compliments  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
Sayrs,  of  New  Jersey.  There  is  no  lack  of  interest  in 
Capuitular  Masonry  in  this  locality. 

One  of  the  pronounced  features  of  this  meeting  was  the 
evidence  of  love  and  appreciation  for  the  M.  E.  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary  by  the  Companions  of  his  Chapter. 
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The  hospitality  of  Media  Chapter  is  proverbial,  and  the 
visit  of  this  day  will  long  be  a  pleasant  memory. 

December  22,  1925.  I  was  represented  at  the  extra  meet¬ 
ing  of  Shekinah  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  182,  held  at  Wilkes- 
Barre,  by  Companions  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  M.  E. 
Grand  Treasurer,  and  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand 
Secretary.  Companion  McConnell  in  his  report  of  this 
visit  stated  that  Chapter  No.  182  marked  during  the  year 
110.  This  is  the  largest  number  marked  by  any  Chapter 
during  1925.  The  year  previous  they  also  marked  a  larger 
number  than  any  other  Chapter  in  this  Jurisdiction.  The 
interest  manifested  by  the  officers  and  Companions  is  most 
gratifying  and  entitled  to  the  highest  commendation. 

Visits  to  Other  Jurisdictions. 

Delaware.  January  21,  1925.  I  was  represented  at  the 
Fifty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Delaware  by  Companion  Joseph  E. 
Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary.  Grand  Chapter  of  Dela¬ 
ware  was  also  honored  on  this  occasion  by  the  presence  of 
Companion  Frederick  L.  Dutcher,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest;  John  F.  Birmingham,  R.  E.  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  William  MacFarlane,  Grand  Representative, 
all  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York,  and  Companion 
Frank  C.  Sayrs,  R.  E.  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest;  Marion 
H.  Hall,  R.  E.  Grand  King,  and  A.  Boylan  Fitzgerald, 
R.  E.  Grand  Chaplain,  all  of  New  Jersey.  The  M.  E.  Grand 
Secretary  reports  that  the  visitors  were  most  cordially 
received  and  royally  entertained.  Our  Companions  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware  leave  nothing  undone  that 
would  add  to  our  comfort  and  pleasure. 

New  York.  February  3  and  4,  1925.  I  attended  the 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 
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New  York,  and  was  accompanied  by  Companions  Walton 
K.  Swetland,  M.  E.  Grand  King ;  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe;  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Grand 
Treasurer,  and  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 
We  were  met  at  New  York  City  by  our  Grand  Representa¬ 
tive,  R.  E.  Companion  Harry  M.  Rice,  who  looked  after  our 
every  comfort  while  on  our  way  to  Albany,  during  our  stay 
in  Albany  and  escorted  us  back  to  New  York  City.  We  were 
royally  received  by  Grand  Chapter  and  enjoyed  the  delight¬ 
ful  hospitality  of  our  Companions  of  New  York.  It  is 
always  a  delight  and  pleasure  for  the  representatives  of 

Pennsylvania  to  visit  this  Grand  Chapter. 

\ 

Canada.  February  25  and  26,  1925.  I  was  represented 
at  the  Sixty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada,  which  was  held 
at  Windsor,  Ontario,  by  Companions  Walton  K.  Swet¬ 
land,  M.  E.  Grand  King,  and  August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe.  The  M.  E.  Grand  King  reports  that  the 
Pennsylvania  representatives  were  most  graciously  received 
and  introduced  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  by  R.  E. 
Companion  Kenneth  J.  Dunstan,  Grand  Second  Princi¬ 
pal,  who  spoke  feelingly  of  the  very  cordial  relations 
existing  between  our  two  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and 
expressed  his  earnest  desire  that  these  very  happy  relations 
should  ever  continue  to  exist,  and  that  he  (the  Grand  King) 
in  making  his  response  assured  the  Companions  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  that  Pennsylvania  sincerely 
appreciates  the  very  pleasant  relations  that  have  always 
existed  between  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  and  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  expressed  the  hope 
that  this  close  fraternal  fellowship  and  intercourse  would 
never  be  broken. 

Rhode  Island.  March  10,  1925.  I  was  represented  at 
the  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
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Arch  Masons  of  Rhode  Island,  at  Providence,  by  Companion 
August  P.  Kunzig,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe.  Companion 
Kunzig  reports  that  he  was  met  upon  his  arrival  by  Com¬ 
panion  Wheeler  and  escorted  to  the  Biltmore  Hotel,  and 
that  the  Companions  of  Rhode  Island  were  most  gracious 
and  generous  in  the  attentions  shown  to  him  as  the  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
attended  a  “get-together”  dinner  in  the  evening  before  the 
meeting,  and  also  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  morning,  when  he 
was  received  and  cordially  welcomed  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest.  The  hospitality  of  the  Companions  of  Rhode  Island 
is  so  well  known  to  those  who  have  visited  their  Grand 
Chapter  that  one  regrets  that  the  time  must  come  when  they 
shall  return  to  their  respective  homes. 

Connecticut.  May  12,  1925.  I  attended  the  Annual 
Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut,  at  Hart¬ 
ford,  and  was  accompanied  by  Companions  August  P. 
Kunzig,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe;  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr., 
M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand 
Secretary.  Among  the  many  delightful  things  planned  for 
the  entertainment  of  visitors  to  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  the 
“get-together”  dinner  held  on  the  evening  preceding  the 
meeting  stands  out  pre-eminent,  giving  the  opportunity  of 
meeting  the  representatives  from  many  Jurisdictions  and 
enjoying  the  fellowship  of  these  representatives  of  Capi¬ 
tular  Masonry. 

New  Jersey.  May  13,  1925.  I  attended  the  Annual 
Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  New  Jersey,  at  Trenton,  and  was  accompanied  by  Com¬ 
panions  Walton  K.  Swetland,  M.  E.  Grand  King;  August 
P.  Kunzig,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe;  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr., 
M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand 
Secretary.  We  arrived  in  Trenton  the  evening  preceding 
the  meeting,  and  were  met  by  that  most  delightful  of  hosts 
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our  Grand  Representative,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  M.  E. 
Companion  Albert  Leon.  From  that -time  until  we  were 
compelled  to  say  good-bye  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  the 
next  day  Companion  Leon  anticipated  our  every  wish.  It 
is  always  a  delight  and  pleasure  for  us  to  visit  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  New  Jersey.  We  were  most  cordially  received 
and  welcomed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

New  Hampshire.  May  19,  1925.  I  was  represented  at 
the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  New  Hampshire, 
at  Concord,  by  Companion  Walton  K.  S wetland,  M.  E. 
Grand  King.  The  Grand  King  reports  that  the  general 
atmosphere  of  sincere  fraternal  brotherhood  was  apparent, 
evidencing  the  peace  and  harmony  which  reign  in  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire,  and  that  he  was  most 
graciously  received  as  the  representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  every  attention  being  shown  him 
by  the  Companions  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

Michigan.  May  19,  1925.  I  attended  the  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Michigan,  at  Detroit,  and  was  accompanied  by  Companion 
Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer.  We  were 
royally  entertained  while  in  Detroit,  and  were  shown  every 
possible  courtesy.  The  sightseeing  trips,  which  included 
visits  to  the  large  automobile  plants,  were  of  unusual 
interest. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  Convocation  was  the  discus¬ 
sion  under  a  resolution  proposing  to  abolish  the  rough  and 
rugged  road,  which  was  finally  adopted,  thus  making  their 
work  more  in  accord  with  the  Pennsylvania  conception  of 
the  solemnity  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 

I  believe  that  our  fraternal  relations  with  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Michigan  are  closer  than  ever  before. 
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Virginia.  October  27  and  28,  1925.  I  attended  the 
Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,  at 
Richmond,  and  was  accompanied  by  Companion  Joseph  E. 
Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary.  The  hospitality  of  the 
Companions  of  Virginia  is  proverbial.  Our  stay  in  their 
midst  was  a  continuous  and  delightful  pleasure,  being  given 
the  opportunity  of  not  only  attending  the  meetings  of  Grand 
Chapter  but  to  visit  many  historical  points  of  interest.  The 
two  Companions  assigned  to  look  after  us  during  our  stay 
in  Richmond  did  everything  in  their  power  to  make  our 
stay  one  long  to  be  remembered.  They  met  us  upon  our 
arrival  and  never  left  us  until  it  came  time  to  say  farewell. 
This  visit  was  an  inspiration  to  us,  having  had  the  privilege 
of  enjoying  the  companionship  of  many  distinguished 
Masons  who  have  contributed  so  much  for  the  advancement 
of  the  Royal  Craft. 

Massachusetts.  December  7  and  8,  1925.  I  was  repre¬ 
sented  at  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Massachusetts,  at  Boston,  by  Com¬ 
panions  Walton  K.  Swetland,  M.  E.  Grand  King;  Thomas 
McConnell,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  Joseph  E. 
Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary.  The  Grand  King  reports 
that  the  Companions  of  Massachusetts  were  so  profuse  in 
their  attention  to  the  representatives  from  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  that  they  were  overwhelmed.  As 
usual  with  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  everything  was  con¬ 
ducted  with  dignity  and  dispatch,  no  levity  being  permitted 
to  interrupt  the  peace  and  tranquillity  which  pervades  all 
their  doings.  At  this  meeting  were  gathered  the  representa¬ 
tives  from  all  the  New  England  States,  Quebec,  Canada, 
New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  The  General 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of 
Massachusetts,  the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Master  of  Grand 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Massachusetts  and 
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the  Most  Puissant  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  of 
Supreme  Council  honored  the  Grand  Chapter  with  their 
presence. 

Damascus  Chapter  No.  56,  Haddonfield,  N.  J.  June 
12,  1925.  At  the  invitation  of  M.  E.  Companion  Frank  C. 
Sayrs,  Grand  High  Priest  of  New  Jersey,  I  attended  the 
stated  meeting  of  Damascus  Chapter,  No.  56,  at  Haddon¬ 
field,  N.  J.,  and  was  accompanied  by  Companions  Thomas 
McConnell,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer;  Joseph  E. 
Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  and  George  B.  Wells, 
M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest.  We  were  privileged  to 
witness  the  conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  which 
was  done  in  a  most  dignified,  impressive  and  instructive 
manner. 

The  Companions  of  this  Chapter  greatly  appreciated  the 
joint  visit  of  their  own  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania.  This  meeting  was  greatly 
enjoyed  by  all  Companions  who  had  the  opportunity  to  be 
present. 


Invitations  Declined 

January  29,  1925.  To  attend  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Joshua  Association. 

April  25,  1925.  To  attend  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Banquet  of  the  Fraternal  Union  of  Anointed  High  Priests 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  at  the  Hotel  Astor. 

May  12,  1925.  To  attend  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  North  Carolina. 

May  22,  1925.  To  attend  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Utah. 

September  17,  1925.  To  attend  the  Annual  Convocation 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Colorado. 
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Owing  to  the  pressure  of  my  official  duties  and  conflicting 
dates  I  was  compelled  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  accepting 
any  of  the  above  invitations.  It  is  my  desire  to  visit  as 
many  of  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  as  possible,  firmly  believ¬ 
ing  that  the  personal  interchange  of  visits  is  most  beneficial, 
in  addition  to  giving  the  opportunity  of  meeting  and  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  fellowship  of  the  Companions  that  are  directing  the 
affairs  in  the  Capitular  field. 

Decisions. 

Declared  the  action  of  Royal  Arch  Chapter, 

No.  ,  in  restoring  Companion  to  mem¬ 

bership,  in  violation  of  Article  XVII,  Section  4,  of  the 
Constitution,  null  and  void. 

Declared  the  action  of  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

No.  ,  in  approving  and  conferring  the  Mark  degree  on 
Brother  in  violation  of  Article  XVI,  Section 

2,  of  the  Constitution,  null  and  void. 

Dispensations  Granted. 

April  1,  1925. 

To  Occidental  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  235,  to  elect  a 
Treasurer  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  death. 

December  17,  1925. 

To  Mound  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  212,  to  hold  a  special 
election  for  Officers  on  December  28,  1925,  the  Chapter 
having  failed  to  hold  the  election  at  the  time  fixed  by  the 
Constitution. 


Waivers  of  Jurisdiction. 

Have  granted  all  Waivers  of  Jurisdiction  requested 
except  one,  as  follows: 

Delaware,  one. 


1925] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


85 


Maryland,  thirty-seven. 

New  Jersey,  nine;  (one  refused). 

New  York,  three. 

I  have  asked  for  and  received  Waivers  of  Jurisdiction  as 
follows : 

New  Jersey,  two. 

Ohio,  one. 

Requests  to  Confer  Degrees. 

Refused  request  of  Elko  Chapter,  No.  11,  of  Nevada,  to 
confer  the  Capitular  degrees  on  one  of  their  members. 

Refused  request  of  Springfield  -Chapter,  No.  15,  of 
Missouri,  to  confer  the  degrees  on  one  of  their  members. 

To  have  granted  these  requests  would  have  been  contrary 
to  our  Constitution — Sec.  26,  Article  XII,  page  23. 

Appointments. 

Grand  Chapter . 

March  5,  1925.  Companion  Louis  J.  Sommer,  Jr.,  to  be 
Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies,  vice  Companion 
George  B.  Hannum,  deceased. 

September  3,  1925.  Companion  Walter  M.  Carwithen, 
to  be  Grand  Pursuivant,  vice  Companion  Hayes  H.  Duncan, 
deceased. 

December  3,  1925.  Companion  James  B.  Duffy,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  By-Laws,  vice  Companion  Carl 
A.  Sundstrom,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  deceased. 

Grand  Representatives. 

March  6,  1925.  Companion  George  Albert  Munroe,  to 
be  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Nova  Scotia. 
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March  10, 1925.  Companion  George  S.  Rosecrants  to  be 
Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Pennsylvania  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

March  26,  1925.  Companion  L.  M.  Brumbaugh  to  be 
Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chap^ 
ter  of  Pennsylvania  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Utah. 

May  22,  1925.  Companion  Elmer  Hodgson  Coombs  to  be 
Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Pennsylvania  near  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Arizona. 

Auditing  Committee  Reports. 

Our  Constitution  provides  that : 

“A  committee  of  three  members  of  the  Chapter,  none  of  whom 
shall  be  elective  officers,  shall  be  appointed  at  the  stated  meeting  next 
preceding  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s  Day  in  every  year,  to  audit  the 
accounts  and  records  of  the  Chapter  and  report  in  form  prescribed 
at  the  next  stated  meeting.  Copies  of  said  report  shall  be  sent  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Chapter  to  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest 
and  Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary. 

With  a  few  exceptions  these  reports  have  been  furnished 
promptly  by  subordinate  Chapters.  However,  I  wish  to 
urge  the  officers  of  all  Chapters  to  strictly  follow  this  man¬ 
date  of  the  Constitution  and  have  copies  of  these  reports 
submitted  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Secretary  promptly,  so  that  there  may  be  no  delay 
in  having  them  bound  in  permanent  form  for  our  files. 

Grand  Secretary's  Office. 

A  report  of  the  flourishing  and  harmonious  condition  of 
Grand  Chapter  would  be  incomplete  without  reference  to 
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•  , 

the  Grand  Secretary’s  office,  for  the  past  two  years  graced 
by  our  genial  friend  and  Companion,  Joseph  E.  Quinby, 
M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

It  is  through  the  Grand  Secretary  that  officers  and  Com¬ 
panions  form  their  contact  with  Grand  Chapter,  and  too 
much  credit  cannot  be  accorded  Companion  Quinby  for  the 
great  spirit  of  co-operation  and  harmony  existing  in  our 
Jurisdiction.  He  has  been  ever  ready  to  aid  and  assist  the 

Secretaries  and  other  officers  of  subordinate  Chapters,  and 

> 

is  a  walking  encyclopedia  on  matters  concerning  Capitular 
Masonry.  No  one  knows  this  better  or  appreciates  it  more 
than  your  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  who  has  had  to  lean 
quite  heavily  on  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  who  has  ever 
been  faithful  and  loyal,  as  well  as  zealous  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  his  duties,  making  a  great  personal  sacrifice  on 
account  of  his  love  for  Capitular  Masonry. 

The  office  of  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  has  never  enjoyed  a 
more  healthy  condition  than  at  this  time.  The  records  of 
many  years  past  have  been  put  in  such  shape  as  to  be 
readily  accessible  and  preserved  for  future  generations. 
Business  of  Grand  Chapter  passing  through  this  office  has 
been  handled  with  promptness  and  dispatch,  and  in  a 
manner  which  commends  universal  approval. 

Whatever  credit  may  accrue  to  me  during  the  first  year 
of  my  administration,  I  want  to  make  grateful  acknowledg¬ 
ment  to  and  place  a  great  share  of  credit  on  the  shoulders 
of  one  who  fully  deserves  all  of  the  blessings  and  bounties 
that  can  be  bestowed  on  man — my  dear  friend  and 
associate,  Companion  Joseph  E.  Quinby. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say,  I  believe  that  Masonry  has 
grown  stronger  with  the  centuries  because  it  appeals  to  the 
best  sentiment  there  is  in  humanity,  and  that  is  the  brother¬ 
hood  of  man  and  the  Fatherhood  of  God. 
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To  me,  appreciating  as  I  do  all  that  this  high  office  stands 
for,  and  all  that  it  means,  there  comes  an  added  significance 
and  power  which  warms  my  heart  and  touches  me  very 
deeply;  it  is  that  you,  my  Companions,  have  unitedly  stood 
back  of  me  to  uphold  our  Masonic  principles  and  labor  for 
the  betterment  of  the  Craft.  It  is  this  unity  of  purpose 
which  gives  us  our  power  and  influence  in  the  field  of  human 
endeavor.  With  every  Companion  working  to  a  common 
purpose  there  are  no  limits  to  accomplishment.  I  would, 
therefore,  leave  with  you  this  thought : 

“Unity  means  strength  and  success  is  the  result  of 
common  purpose.” 


So  much  of  the  minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication 
held  December  3,  1925,  as  refers  to  the  election  of  Grand 
Officers  was  read. 

All  of  the  Companions  present  who  had  not  received  the 
Order  of  High  Priesthood  having  retired,  Companion 
George  P.  Darrow,  was  installed  Most  Excellent  Grand 
High  Priest  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  Thereunto  Belong¬ 
ing,  was  duly  proclaimed  as  such,  and  received  the  saluta¬ 
tions  of  the  Craft. 

The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  readmitted,  when 
the  following  Grand  Officers  were  severally  installed,  duly 
proclaimed,  and  received  the  salutations  of  the  Craft: 

Companion  Walton  K.  Swetland,  Most  Excellent 
Grand  King. 

Companion  August  P.  Kunzig,  Most  Excellent  Grand 
Scribe. 

Companion  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Treasurer. 
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Companion  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  Most  Excellent  Grand 
Secretary. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  directed  the  Most 
Excellent  Grand  Secretary  to  announce  the  following 

Appointments  : 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests . 

A.  Companion  Albert  S.  Houldsworth,  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  for  Chapters  Nos.  52,  175,  226,  243,  248,  284,  307  and 
Girard  Mark  Lodge,  No.  214,  in  Philadelphia. 

B.  Companion  Robert  G.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  for 
Chapters  Nos.  3,  169,  183,  240,  251  and  256,  in  Philadelphia. 

C.  Companion  Alfred  C.  Marple,  of  Philadelphia,  for 
Chapters  Nos.  91,  208,  232,  233,  250,  308  and  Excelsior 
Mark  Lodge,  No.  216,  in  Philadelphia. 

1.  Companion  J.  Howard  S.  Barnes,  of  Norristown,  for 
the  Counties  of  Bucks  and  Montgomery  (except  Chapters 
Nos.  262  and  271),  and  Chapter  No.  198,  of  Chester  County. 

2.  Companion  William  J.  Byrnes,  Jr.,  of  Ardmore,  for 
the  Counties  of  Chester  (except  Chapter  No.  198)  and 
Delaware,  and  Chapter  No.  262,  of  Montgomery  County. 

3.  Companion  J.  Edward  Billheimer,  of  Reading,  for 
the  Counties  of  Berks,  Lancaster  (except  Chapter  No.  224) 
and  Lebanon,  and  Chapter  No.  271,  of  Montgomery  County. 

4.  Companion  John  H.  Bennett,  of  York,  for  the  Coun¬ 
ties  of  Adams  and  York,  and  Chapter  No.  224,  of  Lancaster 
County. 

5.  Companion  Charles  R.  Roberts,  of  Allentown,  for  the 
Counties  of  Lehigh  and  Pike,  and  Chapter  No.  295,  of  North¬ 
ampton  County. 


90 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1925 


6.  Companion  Charles  H.  Tilton,  of  Scranton,  for  the 
Counties  of  Lackawanna,  Susquehanna,  and  Wayne  and 
Chapter  No.  205,  of  Wyoming. 

7.  Companion  Charles  H.  Weaver,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  for 
the  Counties  of  Luzerne  and  Sullivan,  and  Chapters  Nos. 
161  and  293  of  Bradford  County,  and  Chapter  No.  172,  of 
Wyoming. 

8.  Companion  Gustave  A.  Muehlhof,  of  Pottsville,  for 
the  Counties  of  Carbon  and  Schuylkill,  and  Chapter  No.  264 
of  Northumberland  County. 

9.  Appointment  not  announced,  for  the  Counties  of 
Columbia,  Montour,  Northumberland  (except  Chapter  No. 
264),  Snyder  and  Union. 

10.  Companion  Arthur  W.  Gillan,  of  Chambersburg, 
for  the  Counties  of  Cumberland,  Dauphin,  Franklin, 
Juniata  and  Perry. 

11.  Companion  Roy  C.  Stormer,  of  Johnstown,  for  the 
Counties  of  Bedford,  Blair,  Cambria,  Fulton,  Huntingdon, 
Mifflin,  and  Chapter  No.  309,  in  Westmoreland  County. 

12.  Companion  James  H.  Reeder,  of  Williamsport,  for 
the  Counties  of  Centre,  Clinton  and  Lycoming,  and  Chapter 
No.  261,  of  Bradford  County,  and  Chapter  No.  228,  of 
Clearfield  County. 

13.  Companion  John  P.  Anderson,  of  Ridgway,  for  the 
Counties  of  Elk  and  McKean  (except  Chapter  No.  254),  and 
Chapter  No.  227,  of  Cameron  County. 

14.  Companion  Frederick  J.  Wandall,  of  Coudersport, 
for  the  Counties  of  Potter  and  Tioga,  and  Chapter  No.  254, 
of  McKean  County. 

15.  Companion  Russell  Rudolph,  of  Kittanning,  for  the 
Counties  of  Armstrong,  Butler,  Clarion,  Indiana  and 
Jefferson. 
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16.  Companion  George  W.  Rodgers,  of  Pittsburgh,  for 
Chapters  Nos.  162,  193,  217,  257,  268,  286,  288,  297  and  299, 
of  Allegheny  County. 

17.  Companion  James  W.  Myers,  of  Crafton,  for  Chap¬ 
ters  Nos.  280,  300  and  305,  of  Allegheny  County,  and  Chap¬ 
ters  Nos.  150  and  294,  of  Washington  County. 

18.  Companion  Edmund  W.  Boots,  of  Pittsburgh,  for 
Chapters  Nos.  282,  285,  289,  303  and  306,  of  Allegheny 
County,  Chapter  No.  249,  of  Washington  County,  and  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  290,  of  Westmoreland  County. 

19.  Companion  John  A.  Armstrong,  of  Connellsville,  for 
the  Counties  of  Fayette,  Greene,  Somerset  and  Westmore¬ 
land  (except  Chapters  Nos.  290  and  309). 

20.  Companion  Chauncey  N.  Shilling,  of  Sharon,  for 
the  Counties  of  Beaver,  Lawrence  and  Mercer. 

21.  Companion  Peter  Barkey,  of  Erie,  for  the  Counties 
of  Crawford  and  Erie  (except  Chapter  No.  207,  of  Craw¬ 
ford  County). 

22.  Companion  William  F.  Bennett,  of  Warren,  for  the 
Counties  of  Forest,  Venango  and  Warren,  and  Chapter  No. 
207,  of  Crawford  County. 

23.  Companion  Harvey  F.  Peifly,  of  Bangor,  for  the 
Counties  of  Monroe  and  Northampton  (except  Chapter 
No.  295). 


Grand  Chaplains. 

Comp.  William  B.  Chalfant,  of  Philadelphia. 
John  G.  Wilson,  of  Philadelphia. 

“  Edward  W.  Rushton,  of  Wayne. 

George  W.  Wellburn,  of  Scranton. 
Francis  M.  Taitt,  of  Chester. 

William  H.  Micheals,  of  Media. 
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Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Comp.  Harry  M.  McDonald,  of  Chapter  No.  283. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Comp.  P.  Francis  Struppler,  of  Chapter  No.  185. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Comp.  Robert  A.  Walker,  of  Chapter  No.  223. 

Grand  Master  of  Third  Vail. 

Comp.  Elmer  C.  Watt,  of  Chapter  No.  256. 

Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail. 

i 

Comp.  Ralph  C.  Minehart,  of  Chapter  No.  286. 

Grand  Master  of  First  Vail. 

Comp.  William  B.  Kropp,  of  Chapter  No.  52. 

Grand  Marshal. 

Comp.  Clarence  P.  Franklin,  of  Chapter  No.  52. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Comp.  Louis  J.  Sommer,  Jr.,  of  Chapter  No.  250. 

Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Comp.  Richard  P.  Mogridge,  of  Chapter  No.  208. 

Grand  Pursuivant . 

Comp.  Walter  M.  Carwithen,  of  Chapter  No.  270. 
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Grand  Tyler . 

Comp.  William  B.  Joslyn,  of  Chapter  "No.  175. 

Organist . 

Comp.  Frederick  Maxson,  of  Chapter  No.  240. 

Trustees . 

Comp.  George  B.  Wells,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  David  J.  Davis,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  George  W.  Seeds. 

Committee  on  Jurisprudence, 

Comp.  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  David  J.  Davis,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  John  M.  Core,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 
in  conjunction  with  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest. 

Committee  on  Appeals. 

Comp.  H.  Oscar  Kline,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  John  C.  Taylor. 

“  William  A.  Rhoads. 

“  Henry  G.  Bruner. 

“  Thomas  F.  Ashford,  Jr. 

Committee  on  Finance. 

Comp.  A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  William  M.  Donaldson. 
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Comp.  E.  Marshall  Harvey. 

“  McCluney  Radcliffe. 

“  Robert  E.  Umbel. 

Committee  on  By-Laws. 

Comp.  A.  Howard  Thomas. 

“  Fenton  H.  Middleton. 

“  William  R.  Sutch. 

“  John  A.  Perry. 

“  James  B.  Duffy. 

Committee  on  Correspondence. 

Comp.  John  M.  Core,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  Harry  J.  Bell. 

“  H.  Franklin  Brossman. 

“  Edward  W.  Rushton. 

“  Eli  Edmundson,  Jr. 

Committee  on  Charity. 

Comp.  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  m.  e.  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  Charles  T.  Gilden. 

“  Charles  S.  Wood. 

“  Thaddeus  S.  Adle. 

“  John  S.  Unger. 

Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing. 

Comp.  Louis  M.  Wagner. 

“  James  W.  R.  Washington. 

“  Frank  E.  Townsend. 

“  Murray  Gorgas. 

“  Robert  W.  Vogt. 

Director  of  Work. 

Comp.  Robert  D.  Cole. 
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Capitular  Schools  of  Instruction. 

— 

Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia. 

Instructors. 

Comp.  Irvin  Brandeis,  Principal. 

“  Henry  S.  Hazlett. 

“  Benjamin  Biswanger. 

“  Clarence  R.  Brooks. 

“  Harry  L.  Horst. 

“  George  W.  Kurtz. 

Masonic  Temple,  Pittsburgh. 

Instructors. 

Comp.  Frederick  P.  Glasser,  Principal. 

“  John  W.  Brandon. 

“  John  Bell,  Jr. 

Masonic  Temple,  Scranton. 

Instructors. 

Comp.  Joseph  D.  England,  Principal. 

“  Alexander  P.  Clark. 

“  Jacob  A.  Frantz. 

“  Rufus  T.  Strohm. 

“  Dan  E.  Carpenter. 

“  Frederick  G.  Farnham. 

“  Frank  S.  Hauenstein. 

Communications  were  received  announcing  the  deaths  of 
distinguished  Companions  as  follows: 

R.  E.  Companion  William  Ingram  Stuart,  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas,  died 
November  27,  1925. 
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M.  E.  Companion  Wilbur  Clay  Hadley,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois,  died  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  1925. 

Companion  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary, 
reported  General  Returns  had  been  received  from  89 
Chapters. 

Grand  Chapter  closed  in  peace  at  9  o’clock  17 
minutes  P.  M. 


3n  fHrmnnj  of  - 

past  Htab  priests,  Deceased 


NAME 

CHAPTER 

DIED 

JOHN  I.  BEGGS  . 

No. 

21  Oct. 

17, 

1925 

GEORGE  R.  WELCHANS  . . 

a 

43  Feb. 

27, 

1925 

RICHARD  C.  ROSE . 

a 

43  Nov. 

18, 

1925 

HENRY  SCHOENTHAL  ... 

u 

150  Oct. 

22, 

1925 

RICHARD  J.  HAMPTON  . . . 

a 

152  Apr. 

6, 

1925 

WILLIAM  G.  GREGORY  . . . 

it 

159  Dec. 

17, 

1924 

GEORGE  W.  BUCK . 

it 

161  Feb. 

20, 

1925 

WILLIAM  H.  KLAPP . 

a 

163  Apr. 

8, 

1925 

DANIEL  STURGEON  . 

a 

165  Jan. 

2, 

1925 

SAMUEL  McCURDY  . 

a 

166  Nov. 

30, 

1924 

GEORGE  V.  ROLLINS  . 

a 

166  July 

31, 

1925 

GEORGE  R.  CURTIS  . 

a 

166  Sept. 

4, 

1925 

WILLIAM  B.  MeGARVEY. .. 

a 

167  Jan. 

10, 

1925 

GEORGE  K.  WELCH  . 

a 

170  Apr. 

6, 

1925 

JOHN  W.  HOUSTON . 

a 

171  Feb. 

8, 

1925 

BRADLEY  W.  LEWIS  . 

a 

172  Aug. 

30, 

1925 

SAMUEL  P.  KERCHNER  . . 

a 

174  Aug. 

21, 

1925 

CARL  A.  SUNDSTROM  .... 

a 

175  Mar. 

7, 

1925 

HARRY  E.  RULON . 

a 

175  Mar. 

10, 

1925 

GEORGE  W.  MARTER  _ 

a 

175  Sept. 

8, 

1925 

FRANK  A.  ROBINS  . 

tt 

178  Aug. 

29, 

1925 

JAMES  M.  WILCOX  . 

a 

182  Jan. 

24, 

1925 

WILLIAM  M.  TARR . 

a 

183  May 

13, 

1925 

HAYES  H.  DUNCAN . 

a 

183  June 

9, 

1925 

GEORGE  J.  SCHAEFER  . . . 

a 

183  June 

15, 

1925 

WILLIAM  D.  VAN  HORN.. 

a 

194  Oct. 

2, 

1925 

CHARLES  R.  GLOCK . 

a 

195  Nov. 

28, 

1924 

JOHN  B.  COHEN . 

ii 

202  Jan. 

21, 

1925 

PLUMMER  E.  JEFFERIS  . . 

a 

202  June 

6, 

1925 

JOHN  J.  GHEEN . 

a 

202  Nov. 

25, 

1925 

Jit  i®*miirg  nf 

past  ibtab  priests,  Deceased 


NAME 


CHAPTER  DIED 


WILLIAM  H.  RYAN  . 

E.  HOWELL  FISK . 

EDWIN  G.  FERGUSON  .... 

OWEN  B.  JENKINS  . 

JOHN  M.  SENSEMAN . 

CECIL  L.  GRIFFIN  . 

FRANK  G.  MAUS  . 

EDWARD  COATES  . 

WILLIAM  A.  PHILLIPS  . . . 
JAMES  NOURSE  KLINE  . . 

IRVIN  T.  HUFF . 

WASHINGTON  D.  BUNTING 
JOHN  McALLION  BROSIUS 
ABRAHAM  F.  BALMER... 

WALTER  GEMMEL  . 

WILLIAM  H.  HOWARD  ... 

ISAAC  E.  JOHNSON  . 

ISAAC  D.  IVISON . 

NECOLAI  K.  WENDELBOE 
WILLIAM  A.  SCHMIDT 
THEOPHILUS  BUTTURF.. 
ARTHUR  W.  WATKINS  . . . 
bruce  a.  McCracken  . . . 

JOHN  MURCHIE  . 

GEORGE  L.  WILLIAMS  ... 

THOMAS  ROSE  . 

MILTON  K.  NEIFFER  _ 

JOHN  W.  HASELTINE 

JOSEPH  A.  DEPEW . 

THOMAS  L.  HESS . 


No. 

203  Oct. 

16, 

1925 

tt 

205  Mar. 

30, 

1925 

tt 

206  May 

5, 

1925 

tt 

208  July 

17, 

1925 

tt 

209  Apr. 

25, 

1925 

it 

211  Jan. 

22, 

1925 

it 

215  Nov. 

28, 

1925 

it 

217  Dec. 

26, 

1924 

a 

219  Dec. 

3, 

1924 

tt 

222  Aug. 

21, 

1925 

a 

222  Sept. 

21, 

1925 

a 

223  Nov. 

26, 

1924 

tt 

225  Dec. 

19, 

1924 

a 

225  Jan. 

19, 

1925 

it 

226  Feb. 

19, 

1925 

tt 

227  May 

3, 

1925 

tt 

234  Dec. 

3, 

1924 

tt 

234  Feb. 

24, 

1925 

tt 

235  Feb. 

28, 

1925 

tt 

237  Dec. 

17, 

1924 

tt 

238  Dec. 

4, 

1924 

tt 

239  Jan. 

7, 

1925 

tt 

239  Sept. 

14, 

1925 

tt 

244  Jan. 

27, 

1925 

tt 

244  Mar. 

20, 

1925 

tt 

245  Feb. 

11, 

1925 

tt 

245  Feb. 

14, 

1925 

tt 

248  Feb. 

28, 

1925 

tt 

252  Feb. 

22, 

1925 

tt 

252  May 

10, 

1925 

Jtt  iHfmurg  of 

*• 

past  IbiQb  priests,  Deceased 


NAME 

LIVINGSTON  V.  RAUSCH 
FRANCIS  C.  RETZER  .... 

PETER  WIGO . 

ROBERT  J.  KNOTT  . 

SAMUEL  F.  BRUSH . 

DAVID  A.  BRYNER . 

BURTON  A.  McCLURE  . . . 

ROBERT  B.  KNIGHT . 

ARCHIE  K.  HENDERSON. 

JOHN  H.  HOLBERT . 

WILLIAM  A.  PATTON  ... 
CHARLES  H.  OLIVER  .... 
JOHN  W.  MERRYMAN  . . . 
EDMUND  W.  JACKSON  . . 
E.  CLARK  HIBSCHMAN  . 

JAMES  R.  PHILLIPS . 

GEORGE  B.  HANNUM  ... 
BENJAMIN  F.  GRIFFITH. 
ROBERT  W.  WILLIAMS  . . 

ISAAC  A.  SAMUELS  . 

GEORGE  P.  STEM  . 

J.  HERBERT  FETTER  ... 
AZOR  R.  HUNT . 


No.  252  Dec. 

8, 

1924 

» 

254  Sept. 

21, 

1925 

a 

256  Jan. 

23, 

1925 

u 

258  May 

26, 

1925 

u 

259  Jan. 

26, 

1925 

a 

259  Jan. 

29, 

1925 

a 

263  v  Jan. 

3, 

1925 

a 

263  Jan. 

8, 

1925 

i  i 

'  268  Dec. 

18, 

1924 

a 

269  April 

25, 

1925 

a 

270  May 

4, 

1925 

a 

273  July 

2, 

1925 

a 

275  Oct. 

7, 

1925 

a 

276  Dec. 

11, 

1924 

a 

281  Mar. 

18, 

1925 

a 

284  June 

7, 

1925 

a 

284  Jan. 

10, 

1925 

a 

287  Mar. 

25, 

1925 

a 

289  Sept. 

12, 

1925 

a 

293  Dec. 

20, 

1924 

a 

295  Sept. 

29, 

1925 

a 

298  Mar. 

22, 

1925 

a 

306  Nov. 

2, 

1925 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  list  following  shows  all  the  Grand  Chapters  in  cor¬ 
respondence  with  this  Grand  Chapter  and  to  whom  the 
reviews  were  assigned: 


Annual 


Convocation. 


Alberta  . March 

Alabama  . .  December 

Arizona  . February 

Arkansas  . November 

British  Columbia . June 

California  . . . April 

Canada  . February 

Colorado  . September 

Connecticut  . May 

Delaware  . January 

District  of  Columbia  . February 

England  . May 

England  and  Wales . December 


England,  Grand  Mark  Lodge. .  .June 


John  M.  Core, 

P.  G.  H.  P. 


Florida  . 

General  Grand  Chapter 

Georgia  . 

Idaho  . 

Illinois  . 

Indiana  . 

Iowa  . 

Ireland  . 

Kansas  . 

Kentucky  . 

Louisiana  . 

Maine  . 

Manitoba  . 


.May 

.September 

.April 

•May 

.October 

.October 

June 

.December 

.February 

October 

February 

May 

February  „ 


H.  Franklin  Brossman. 
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Maryland . 

Massachusetts  . 

Michigan  . 

Minnesota  . 

Mississippi  . . . . 

Missouri  . 

Montana  . 

Nebraska  . 

Nevada  . 

New  Brunswick 
New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey  . . . 


December 

.December 

May 

.October 

.February 

.April 

.September 

.December 

.June 

August 

.May 

.May 


"Edward  W.  Rushton. 


New  Mexico  . February  ' 

New  South  Wales . February 

New  York  . February 

New  Zealand  . January 

North  Carolina  . May 

North  Dakota  . January 

Nova  Scotia  . June 

Ohio  . October  L  Harry  J.  Bell. 

Oklahoma  . April 

Oregon  . April 

Quebec  . March 

Rhode  Island  . March 

S askatchewan  . F ebruary 

Scotland  . March 

South  Carolina  . April 


South  Dakota  . June 

Tennessee  . J anuary 

Texas  . November 

Utah  . May 

Vermont  . June 

Victoria  . April  >  Eli  Edmundson,  Jr. 

Virginia  . October 

Washington  . May 

West  Virginia  . November 

Wisconsin  . February 

Wyoming  . July 
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We  still  continue  Pennsylvania’s  custom  of  the  Alpha¬ 
betical  Division  of  the  Grand  Chapters  among  the  members 
of  the  Committee. 

Should  any  of  the  above  Jurisdictions  not  appear  in  the 
review,  it  is  because  the  proceedings  were  not  received  in 
time  to  be  included. 

By  way  of  introduction,  not  apology. 

This  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  different  Grand 
Chapters  is  written  by  a  Committee  of  five.  Membership 
on  this  Committee  is  not  a  perfunctory  honor,  but  involves 
real  honest  work.  We  are  aware  that  in  many  Jurisdictions 
a  “Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence”  is  appointed  and 
one  member  does  the  work  and  signs  the  report  “for  the 
Committee.”  We  also  observe  that  in  many  Jurisdictions 
there  is  an  appropriation  for  the  “Committee  on  Correspond¬ 
ence,”  never  large,  and  usually  pitifully  inadequate  for  the 
labor  involved.  We  have  no  such  item  in  our  budget,  but 
each  member  receives  as  his  wages  the  wider  view  he  gets 
of  Capitular  work.  In  writing  these  reviews  there  is  no 
concerted  action,  but  each  member  reviews  the  J urisdictions 
assigned  to  him  as  to  him  seems  best.  Where  opinions  are 
expressed  they  are  the  individual  opinion  of  the  reviewer. 
We  have  no  censorship.  Each  works  in  his  own  individual 
way.  The  initials  following  the  review  indicate  the  author. 

We  write  this  explanation  because  quite  frequently  we 
have  noted  that  other  reviewers  seemed  a  bit  puzzled  at  five 
members  on  the  Committee.  We  might  add  that  the  per¬ 
sonnel  of  the  Committee  is  rarely  changed. 

The  Committee  have  reviewed  all  the  proceedings  re¬ 
ceived  to  December  27,  1925,  when  our  Capitular  year  ends 
and  we  go  to  press.  J.  M.  C. 
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ALABAMA. 

*• 

1924. 

The  Ninety-eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Alabama  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Montgomery,  December  1  and  2,  1924.  Pennsylvania  rep¬ 
resented. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  in  a  very  comprehensive 
and  clear  manner,  laid  before  the  Grand  Chapter  his  work 
for  the  year.  One  dispensation  for  a  new  Chapter  was 
issued,  and  six  dispensations  to  receive  and  ballot  on  peti¬ 
tions  out  of  time  were  issued. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  importance  of  the  duties  of  In¬ 
spectors  of  the  Work  in  the  different  districts. 

Recommendations  are  made  that  all  levity  and  un- 
masonic  conduct  be  eliminated  from  the  ceremonies  in  con¬ 
ferring  the  Past  Master  and  Royal  Arch  Degrees ;  also  that 
the  office  of  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  be  abolished.  Grand 
Chapter  seemed  to  agree  with  the  recommendations,  and 
action  was  taken  to  place  the  same  in  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  State. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  by 
Companion  Lawrence  H.  Lee,  reviewing  fifty-four  Juris¬ 
dictions. 

We  do  not  think  the  correspondent  is  enamored  of  the 
“topical  review.”  Under  Alberta  he  says: 

“It  is  in  topical  form,  and  hence  difficult  to  comment  on,  except  to 
say  that  the  excerpts  are  good  or  indifferent,  depending  on  what 
strikes  one  as  valuable  or  valueless.” 

It  is  not  a  report ;  it’s  a  scrap  book. 
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Pennsylvania  for  1923  is  accorded  a  very  fraternal  re¬ 
view.  The  correspondent  notes  that  Pennsylvania  takes 
exception  to  the  attitude  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama 
on  education.  Well,  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  on  these 
questions.  However,  it  is  the  present  writer's  opinion  that 
these  differences  in  most  cases  arise  from  a  lack  of  intimate 
knowledge  of  local  conditions  and  needs.  What  suits  one 
Jurisdiction  would  often  prove  a  failure  in  another.  We 
have  read  many  criticisms  of  certain  things  done  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  written  by  honest  and  sincere  Masons,  that  work 
well  here.  We  have  had  the  privilege  on  more  than  one 
occasion  of  explaining  personally  to  Companions  of  other 
Jurisdictions  the  reasons  for  our  actions  in  Pennsylvania, 
which,  when  properly  understood,  were  heartily  approved. 
This  is  one  of  the  great  benefits  arising  from  the  inter¬ 
state  visits  by  Grand  Officers  so  common  in  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  and  Middle  States. 

The  statistical  report  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary 
shows:  Exaltations,  1,162;  affiliations,  116;  reinstated,  176. 
Losses  from  all  sources,  1,117 ;  net  gain,  337.  Present  mem¬ 
bership,  October  15,  1924,  15,488. 

M.  E.  Companion  A.  L.  Johnstone,  Grand  High  Priest. 

M.  E.  Companion  George  A.  Beauchamp,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary.  J.  M.  C. 


ALBERTA. 

1925. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Alberta 
celebrated  the  Tenth  Anniversary  of  its  founding,  May  29, 
1924.  It  was  a  wonderful  celebration,  judging  from  the 
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printed  proceedings.  M.  E.  Companion  Taylor  delivered 
the  principal  address.  He  recounted  "the  difficulties  and 
opposition  encountered  in  the  founding  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter,  and  how  they  were  met  and  overcome.  The  fact  re¬ 
mains  that  those  of  us  who  were  on  Committees  of  Cor¬ 
respondence  well  recollect  that  the  mother  Chapter  of 
Canada  suffered  a  good  many  pains  when  this  child  was 
born.  It  took  the  old  lady  quite  a  while  to  get  over  it,  but 
she  did,  and  has  been  very  kind  to  the  Companions  of  Al¬ 
berta  ever  since.  In  fact,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  is 
now  taking  pride  in  the  wonderful  growth  of  her  sturdy 
daughters.  After  the  closing  of  Grand  Chapter  the  tradi¬ 
tional  banquet  was  held,  and  from  the  length  of  the  speeches, 
I  doubt  if  many  of  the  Companions  got  home  the  same  day. 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Grand  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Alberta  was  held  in  the  city  of  Calgary,  March 
11,  1925.  All  the  twenty-seven  warranted  Chapters  repre¬ 
sented.  The  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  was  also 
present. 

The  Grand  First  Principal,  M.  E.  Companion  John  E. 
Johnson,  in  his  annual  address  reports  the  constitution  of 
one  new  Chapter.  One  decision  of  local  interest  is  reported. 
A  number  of  dispensations,  mostly  to  install  officers,  are 
reported. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Companion 
J.  E.  Johnson.  He  says  that: 

“In  former  years  the  topical  form  of  review  has  been  used,  but  this 
form  did  not  meet  the  general  approval  by  our  fellow  correspondents. 
We  have  in  a  measure  departed  therefrom.” 

A  very  sensible  decision.  He  then  proceeds  to  write  a 
brief  but  very  excellent  review.  Pennsylvania  for  1923 
gets  a  page. 
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The  Grand  Secretary's  report  shows:  Admitted,  173;  re¬ 
stored,  11;  affiliated,  37;  total  gain,  221.  Losses,  180,  leav¬ 
ing  net  gain  for  the  year  41.  Membership,  December  31, 
1924,  2,752. 

M.  E.  Companion  Samuel  H.  Middleton,  Grand  First 
Principal  Z. 

R.  E.  Companion  Clifford  R.  Wentzel,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

J.  M.  C. 


ARIZONA. 

1925. 

The  Thirty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  held  in  the 
city  of  Phoenix,  February  10,  1925.  Pennsylvania  not  rep¬ 
resented.  Fifteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  in 
attendance. 

The  address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion 
Frank  H.  Thomas,  is  brief.  The  outstanding  point,  which 
gives  the  key  to  the  whole  matter,  is  summed  up  in  the 
phrases : 

“I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  was  unable  to  visit  the  various  sub¬ 
ordinate  Chapters  of  the  State;  but,  try  as  I  did,  it  seemed  impossible 
for  me  to  find  time  for  the  purpose.” 

A  Grand  High  Priest  who  cannot  find  time  for  visitation 
had  better  let  someone  else  have  the  office  who  can  encour¬ 
age  the  subordinate  Chapters  by  visitation. 

He  says  that  the  net  gain  for  the  year  is  thirty-six,  a 
considerable  falling  off  from  the  ggtins  shown  in  the  past 
several  years. 


1925] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


107 


From  the  tabular  statement  we  learn  that  there  were  89 
Exalted,  10  affiliated  and  7  restored.  Losses  from  all 
sources,  70;  net  gain,  36.  Present  membership,  December 
31,  1924,  1,306.  There  are  twelve  Chapters,  exclusive  of 
one  dormant  Chapter. 

The  financial  condition  seems  to  be  good,  the  Grand 
Treasurer  reporting  a  balance  of  $14,644.83. 

There  is  no  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Companion  Nelson  Charles  Bledsoe,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

R.  E.  Companion  George  J.  Roskruge,  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  M.  C. 


ARKANSAS. 

1924. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Ar¬ 
kansas  held  its  Seventy-fifth  Annual  Convocation  in  the 
city  of  Little  Rock,  Thursday,  November  20,  1924,  with  all 
the  Grand  Officers  present,  and  fourteen  Past  Grand  High 
Priests.  Pennsylvania  was  represented  by  M.  E.  P.  G.  H.  P. 
Companion  John  R.  Donnell. 

The  address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion 
G.  H.  Parsons,  covers  the  work  of  the  year.  Six  pages  are 
devoted  to  his  trip  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States,  at  Portland,  Maine.  The  proceedings  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  seem  to  have  met  with  his  entire 
approval,  including  the  boat  ride  on  Casco  Bay. 

Under  decisions  is  one  that  a  Brother  who  had  petitioned 
a  Chapter  and  been  approved,  but  who,  before  receiving  his 
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degrees,  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  one  of  his  hands  by  a 
gunshot  wound  might,  as  he  was  already  a  Master  Mason, 
receive  the  Capitular  degrees.  We  wonder  what  his  deci¬ 
sion  would  have  been  if  the  gun  had  gone  off  before  his 
petition  was  approved,  or  even  before  he  had  presented  a 
petition. 

Under  visitations  he  says  that  his  trip  to  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  took  a  whole  month,  and  for  that  reason 
he  did  not  have  time  to  visit  the  subordinate  Chapters,  ex¬ 
cept  his  own,  and  that,  anyway,  the  new  District  Deputies 
rendered  visitation  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  unnecessary. 
Looks  to  us  as  though  a  whole  month  devoted  to  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  which  was  in  session  three  days,  was  more 
like  a  vacation  trip  than  Masonic  work. 

He  notes  that  there  has  been  considerable  criticism  by 
the  correspondents  of  other  Jurisdictions  on  the  liberality 
with  which  dispensations  to  ballot  out  of  time  and  “rail¬ 
road”  candidates  were  granted.  He  argues  that  it  is  all 
done  strictly  for  the  good  of  the  Chapters,  A  number  of 
such  dispensations  are  reported.  One  of  them  especially 
attracted  us: 

“To  restore  Charter,  change  domicile  from  Iola  to  Salem,  elect  and 
install  officers  and  receive  and  ballot  on  petitions  and  confer  degrees 
under  direction  of  the  Grand  Lecturer.” 

That  is  not  a  lot  to  do  under  one  dispensation. 

The  Grand  Lecturer,  M.  E.  Companion  John  C.  Bone, 
says,  “I  have  visited  such  Chapters  as  I  have  been  called 
upon,  but  the  calls  have  been  few  and  infrequent  during 
the  year.” 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
is  by  P.  G.  H.  P.  M.  E.  Companion  Mark  P.  Olney.  He 
says: 
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“The  duty  becomes  more  of  a  pleasure  from  year  to  year  as  we 
become  acquainted  with  the  family  of  the  Round  Table,  and  things 
draw  us  closer  as  the  years  go  by.” 

All  of  which  is  very  true.  The  longer  you  work  at  it  the 
better  you  like  it. 

He  reviews  fifty-eight  Jurisdictions,  collecting  facts  and 
placing  them  before  the  Companions  of  Arkansas  in  a  com¬ 
pact  and  interesting  manner. 

Pennsylvania  is  accorded  a  page  of  fraternal. review.  In 
speaking  of  the  Representative  of  Arkansas  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  he  says:  “His  name  is  William 
McCombs,  and  he  was  the  only  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
present/’  Evidently  this  is  an  oversight — Companion  Mc¬ 
Combs  is  the  Grand  Representative  all  right,  but  he  is  not 
a  Past  Grand  High  Priest.  Our  proceedings  show  a  number 
of  Past  Grand  High  Priests  present  at  all  Communications 
of  Grand  Chapter. 


The  Grand  Secretary,  in  his  report,  says: 

“It  is  my  pleasure  to  report  that  the  membership  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  has  passed  8,000,  and  the  majority  of  the  Chapters  in  the 
State  are  in  a  healthy  condition.” 

A  list  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  is  printed,  but 
not  summarized. 

M.  E.  Companion  Fielding  H.  Harris,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  C.  Bone,  Grand  Secretary. 


J.  M.  C. 


110 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1925 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

1924. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  British  Columbia  was  held  in  the 
city  of  Vancouver,  Wednesday,  June  18,  1924.  This  was 
preceded  by  an  Emergency  Convocation,  held  in  the  same 
city,  June  17th,  for  the  purpose  of  exemplifying  the  differ¬ 
ent  degrees,  which  in  this  Jurisdiction,  like  our  own,  con¬ 
sists  of  three  degrees.  Pennsylvania  was  represented. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Z.,  M.  E.  Companion  V.  W. 
Stewart,  shows  a  year  of  excellent  work  done  under  the 
guiding  hand  of  a  Master  workman. 

Dispensations  were  issued  very  sparingly,  and  one  was 
refused  to  Companions  to  form  a  new  Chapter  because  no 
Past  Principal  was  among  the  list  of  petitioners. 

He  made  twenty-seven  visitations  in  his  own  Jurisdiction, 
and  also  found  time  to  visit  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta. 

He  recommends  that  the  ruling  of  last  year  that  only 
three  could  be  exalted  at  one  time  be  rescinded,  and  that 
not  less  than  two  candidates,  with  the  Principal  Sojourner, 
or  a  multiple  of  three,  be  adopted.  This  recommendation 
was  approved  by  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Committee  on  Grand  Z.’s  address  supported  all  his 
decisions,  dispensations  and  rulings,  and  pay  a  high  tribute 
to  his  administration,  saying: 

“He  spared  neither  time  nor  expense  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  Craft,  and  we  feel  sure  that  by  his  example  and  pre¬ 
cept  all  Chapters  honored  by  his  visits  have  been  much  benefited.” 
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He  does  not  seem  to  have  been  one  of  those  bashful  Grand 
High  Priests  (may  their  tribe  decrease X  who  only  visit  their 
Chapters  on  special  invitation.  If  there  is  anything  more 
pathetic  than  a  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  who,  after  being 
honored  by  his  Companions,  and  entrusted  with  the  leader¬ 
ship  in  Capitular  Masonry  in  his  State,  stands  up  at  the 
end  of  his  term  and  gives  as  an  excuse  for  the  non-perform¬ 
ance  of  his  solemn  obligation,  “that  nobody  invited  him,” 
or  that  other  old  one,  “I  intended  to  visit  my  Chapters,  but 
I  did  not  have  time.” 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Companion  J.  W. 
Prescott,  it  being  his  fifth.  He  reviews  twenty-three  Juris¬ 
dictions,  but,  alas,  he  misses  many  of  the  best,  among  them 
Pennsylvania.  Under  Alberta  he  says : 

“This  topical  form,  so  called,  does  not  give  the  Masonic  student  or 
critic  an  opportunity  to  learn  by  comparison  what  progress  other 
Jurisdictions  are  making.” 

Quite  correctly  stated.  He  reads  Delaware  a  short  lec¬ 
ture  on  the  easy  granting  of  dispensations,  and  quotes  with 
approval  Companion  Branch,  of  Maryland,  who  says  in  his 
report  on  correspondence : 

“The  war  wounds  excited  sympathy,  but  we  hope  when  the  war 
wounds  are  healed  a  new  generation  will  restore  the  ‘perfect  man’ 
as  the  ideal  Mason.” 

The  summary  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  shows  139  Exalta¬ 
tions,  47  affiliations,  6  restorations,  with  a  loss  of  131,  leav¬ 
ing  net  gain  for  the  year  61.  Membership,  December  31, 
1923,  2,437. 

He  further  reports  that  the  business  of  Grand  Chapter 
has  been  successfully  financed  throughout  the  critical  period 
of  the  first  five  years  of  its  existence  without  the  necessity 
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of  borrowing  money.  Evidently  they  do  not  believe  in  the 
present  day  doctrine  of  “mortgaging  the  future.” 

M.  E.  Companion  Frank  C.  Bird,  Grand  First  Princi¬ 
pal  Z. 

R.  E.  Companion  John  W.  Prescott,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

J.  M.  C. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

1925. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  British  Columbia 
was  held  in  the  city  of  Kamloop,  Wednesday,  June  17,  1925. 
The  Grand  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  was  present. 
(Of  course  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  he  happens  to 
be  the  Grand  First  Principal.) 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Z.,  Companion  F.  C.  Bird, 
made  a  short  address,  in  which  he  reviewed  the  activities 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  past  year.  One  new  Chapter 
was  constituted,  and  dispensations  issued  to  institute  two 
new  Chapters. 

He  reports  an  interchange  of  visits  between  some  of  the 
Chapters  of  British  Columbia  and  Chapters  in  the  State  of 
Washington,  and  says: 

“It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  fraternizing  of  Companions  from  other 
Jurisdictions,  as  it  tends  to  cement  companionship,  which  we  are  sure 
will  be  a  lasting  one.  There  is  no  boundary  line  between  the  two  great 
branches  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  so  far  as  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is 
concerned.” 

In  closing,  he  defines  a  Free  Mason  as  follows: 
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“A  real  Free  Mason  is  one  who  so  lives  that  little  children  may  be 
happier,  youth  more  joyous,  manhood  more  clean,  old  age  less  lonely; 
who  so  lives  that  men  will  hate  less  and  love  more;  be  honorable  in 
public  dealings  as  well  as  private  acts;  who  sees  in  Free  Masonry, 
above  all  things  else,  the  doctrine  of  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the 
Brotherhood  of  man.  No  man  can  study  Free  Masonry  and  not  be 
broadened  and  elevated,  and  no  Free  Mason  can  be  too  well  informed.” 

We  note  a  number  of  dispensations  to  wear  Royal  Arch 
regalia  at  a  “Masonic  Ball”  and  “Informal-at-homes.”  The 
Committee  on  Grand  Z.’s  address  say,  “we  are  inclined  to 
discourage  the  wearing  of  regalia  in  public.” 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  (which,  being  'translated,  means 
the  Grand  Secretary)  reports  twenty-two  warranted  Chap¬ 
ters  and  two  under  dispensation.  There  were  Exalted  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  167 ;  affiliated,  34 ;  restored,  9 ;  total,  210. 
Losses,  104;  net  gain,  106.  Membership,  December  31, 
1924,  2,549. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  R.  E.  Companion  J. 
W.  Prescott  (his  sixth).  He  reviews  thirty-three  Jurisdic¬ 
tions.  Pennsylvania  is  accorded  a  very  fraternal  review, 
and  the  passing  of  M.  E.  P.  G.  H.  P.  Companion  William 
B.  Meredith  given  especial  notice.  A  liberal  quotation  is 
made  from  the  report  of  1913,  written  by  Companion 
Meredith,  on  the  subject  of  innovations. 

He  notes  that  British  Columbia  was  omitted  last  year 
from  our  report.  True,  but  the  reason  is  that  the  proceed¬ 
ings  did  not  reach  us  until  after  our  proceedings  were  in 
press.  That  the  chain  may  not  be  broken,  we  are  reviewing 
British  Columbia  this  year  for  both  years. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  G.  Gamon,  Grand  First  Princi¬ 
pal,  Z. 

R.  E.  Companion  John  W.  Prescott,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

J.  M.  C. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

1925. 

The  Seventy-first  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  California  was  held  in  the 
city  of  San  Francisco,  Tuesday,  April  21,  1925. 

All  Grand  Officers,  eight  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  thirty- 
two  Grand  Representatives  (Pennsylvania  absent)  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  one  hundred  and  five  Chapters,  and  dele¬ 
gates  from  five  Chapters  under  dispensation. 

Grand  Chapter  was  called  to  order  by  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  Companion  Rudolph  Beck,  and,  after  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  was  opened  in  Ample 
Form . 

Past  Grand  High  Priests,  Grand  Representatives  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  visitors  were  received  and  welcomed  by  the  M. 
E.  Grand  High  Priest,  after  which  he  delivered  his  Annual 
Address. 

In  his  address  he  regrets  not  having  followed  the  plan 
of  one  of  his  predecessors,  M.  E.  P.  G.  H.  P.  Mattison  B. 
Jones,  who  divided  the  State  among  the  elective  Grand  Offi¬ 
cers  for  purposes  of  visitation.  This  is  the  plan  followed 
with  much  success  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Next  to  the 
District  Deputy  system  it  is  the  best  yet  devised.  We  are 
not  sure  from  experience  that  a  combination  of  the  District 
Deputy  system,  and  a  division  among  the  Grand  Officers  of 
the  Districts  for  visitation,  is  not  the  ideal  system. 

Mention  is  made  of  the  treaty  of  amity  between  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland, 
and  also  of  the  visit  of  the  Earl  of  Cassillis,  Grand  First 
Principal  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  to  California. 
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A  well-deserved  tribute  is  paid  to  that  great  Mason,  Dr. 
William  F.  Kuhn,  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
United  States. 

Request  for  dispensations  to  read  petitions  and  ballot  on 
them  at  the  same  meeting  refused.  Also  permission  refused 
for  Chapter  to  appear  in  Masonic  Clothing  to  attend  church. 

Both  of  which  sound  very  good  to  Pennsylvania  ears. 

> 

Some  excellent  recommendations  are  made  in  the  closing 
of  the  address.  One  of  the  best  was  that  the  traveling  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  be  not  limited.  No 
money  which  the  Grand  Chapter  spends  is  of  greater  benefit 
to  Capitular  Masonry  as  a  whole  than  the  money  spent  by 
a  Grand  High  Priest  in  visiting  his  subordinate  Chapters, 
and  also  in  visiting  other  Grand  Jurisdictions.  The  Grand 
High  Priest  made  twenty  visitations  and  traveled  5,490 
miles. 

Dispensations  were  granted  to  confer  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree  on  more  than  three  candidates  in  quite  a  number  of 
instances.  Better  make  it  the  law;  it  works  well  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Five  dispensations  were  granted  for  new 
Chapters. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  address  shows  a  very  busy  year. 
The  decisions  are  sound  and  his  recommendations  excellent. 
We  are  glad  to  note  that  every  decision  was  approved  and 
every  recommendation  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
is  by  Companion  Max  A.  Plumb.  It  is  that  abomination, 
known  as  the  topical  form,  and  takes  up  Masonic  duty, 
American  home,  collective  ballot,  etc.,  etc.,  giving  excerpts, 
principally  from  addresses.  Now,  the  old  seasoned  reviewer 
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who  gets  the  proceedings  of  all  the  Jurisdictions  can  take 
this  review  up  and  get  a  lot  of  pleasure,  and  mayhap,  a  bit 
of  profit  out  of  it.  However,  to  the  Royal  Arch  Mason  who 
is  limited  to  the  proceedings  of  California  it  does  not  give 
him  a  single  bit  of  information  of  what  is  going  on  in  the 
Capitular  world.  He  had  better  buy  a  copy  of  the  “Builder” 
if  he  wishes  essays  on  different  Masonic  topics.  A  cor¬ 
respondence  report  was  never  intended  to  be  a  lot  of  essays, 
or  a  scrap  book  of  more  or  less  bromidic  sayings. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Charles  H.  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Thomas  A.  Davis. 

J.  M.  C. 


CANADA. 

1925. 

The  Sixty-seventh  Annual  Grand  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  was  held 
in  the  city  of  Windsor,  February  25  and  26,  1925.  One 
hundred  and  twenty-six  Chapters  represented. 

Distinguished  visitors  from  New  York,  Michigan,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Quebec  were  received  and  welcomed.  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  was  represented  by  M.  E.  Companion  Walton  K. 
Swetland,  Grand  King,  and  M.  E.  Companion  August  P. 
Kunzig,  Grand  Scribe.  Our  Grand  Representative  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  does  not  appear  “among  those 
present.” 

M.  E.  Grand  Z.  Companion  Walter  H.  Davis,  in  his  ad¬ 
dress,  reports  one  new  Chapter  constituted  and  dispensa¬ 
tions  issued  to  four  new  Chapters.  He  also  refers  to  his 
attempt  to  exchange  Grand  Representatives  with  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  England,  and  reports  the  following  letter: 


1925] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


117 


“I  am  desired  to  point  out  that  it  has  never  been  the  practice  of 
this  Grand  Chapter  to  exchange  Representatives  with  sister  Juris¬ 
dictions,  and  after  very  careful  consideration,  the  Committee  is  un¬ 
able  to  recommend  a  departure  from  this  custom.” 


We  do  not  think  that  Canada  lost  anything  in  the  cor¬ 
respondence.  It  rather  appears  to  us  that  England  would 
be  more  benefited  by  getting  out  of  her  splendid  isolation 
than  would  wide-awake  progressive  Canada. 

> 

A  number  of  dispensations  were  granted  to  Chapters  to 
confer  degrees  at  places  other  than  their  regular  meeting 
places.  This  seems  to  us  to  be  a  very  questionable  proced¬ 
ure,  and  smacks  very  much  of  the  itinerant  circus  that  used 
to  be  so  common  in  the  States. 

The  decisions  are  practically  all  of  local  interest.  One 
strikes  us  as  very  peculiar.  A  Companion  against  whom 
charges  were  preferred  in  his  Blue  Lodge  was  declared 
suspended  from  his  Chapter  until  the  charges  in  his  Lodge 
were  disposed  of.  The  idea  of  suspending  first  and  trying 
afterwards,  has  not  taken  root  on  this  side  of  the  line. 

When  the  distinguished  visitors  were  called  upon  to  stand 
up  and  perform,  M.  E.  Grand  King  Companion  Walton  K. 
Swetland  responded,  and  right  well  did  he  convey  the 
felicitations  of  our  Grand  Chapter  and  tell  the  Companions 
how  we  are  doing  things  in  the  oldest  Grand  Jurisdiction  in 
Capitular  Masonry  in  the  world. 

A  special  Committee,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  endorsing  the  Order  of  DeMolay  for  Boys  within 
the  Jurisdiction,  made  a  very  instructive  and  complete  re¬ 
port.  The  closing  sentence  is : 

“The  Order  of  DeMolay  is  non-Masonic,  and  therefore  we  should 
not  sponsor  it.” 
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One  reason  given  by  the  Committee  for  its  action  seems 
to  cover  the  whole  ground. 

“Your  Committee  is  opposed  to  such  authorization  on  the  broad 
ground  that  the  safest  policy  for  the  Grand  Chapter  and  for  its  con¬ 
stituent  Chapters  is  to  refrain  from  endorsing  or  allowing  the  name 
of  Masonry  to  be  connected  with  any  institution  or  activity  except 
such  as  are  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Order.” 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 

We  think  this  very  wise.  There  is  a  strong  temptation 
to  attach  many  worthy  objects  to  Freemasonry  which  are 
not  Masonic.  When  the  door  is  once  open,  a  flood  of  mush¬ 
room  organizations,  some  of  them  more  or  less  worthy,  will 
endeavor  to  enter.  This  can  only  result  in  confusion  and 
disaster.  Freemasonry  will  be  despoiled,  and  its  fair  name 
for  teaching  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of 
man,  be  lost.  Freemasonry  has  more  to  fear  from  those 
within  it  who  would  attach  this  or  that  “good  cause”  to 
it  than  it  does  from  all  its  enemies  outside.  No  Papal  Bull 
against  the  Fraternity  is  half  so  dangerous  as  endorsement 
of  some  half-baked  scheme,  and  placing  it  under  “Masonic 
patronage.”  Every  Mason  to  the  extent  of  his  ability  should 
support  the  worthy  causes  in  his  community,  but  it  should 
not  be  necessary  for  him  to  lug  them  to  his  Lodge  and 
Chapter. 

A  rather  novel  proposition  is  reported,  to  wit: 

“That  the  engagement  of  a  Grand  Scribe  E.  (corresponding  to  our 
Grand  Secretary)  and  all  arrangements  regarding  his  length  of  serv¬ 
ice  and  salary  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
Grand  Chapter.” 

The  Companions,  after  discussion,  unanimously  agreed 
to  the  idea,  the  necessary  motion  prepared,  and  it  lies  over 
until  the  next  Annual  Convocation.  (Our  guess  is  that  it 
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will  pass.  If  you  have  any  doubt  about  it  then  you  don't 
know  Henry  T.)  It  may  be  a  very  wise  move,  and  has  much 
in  it  to  commend  it  to  the  thoughtful  members  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  Grand  Chapters.  Good  Grand  Secretaries  are  the  great¬ 
est  asset  of  Grand  Chapters.  I  know  whereof  I  speak. 

The  Committee  on  Ritual  pointed  out  a  matter  which,  in 
our  opinion,  might  well  engage  the  attention  of  other  Grand 
Chapters.  “Under  our  work  the  candidate  is  not  obligated 
in  the  Mark  Degree  until  he  has  received  a  material  part 
of  the  ceremony,  whereas  in  the  English  work  he  is  obli¬ 
gated  at  the  beginning." 

The  report  of  Capitular  Correspondence  and  Review  is  by 
M.  E.  P.  G.  Z.  Companion  William  Nisbet  Ponton,  Grand 
Historian.  Now  to  those  who  personally  know  the  beloved 
Companion,  his  erudition,  facility  of  expression,  enthusiasm, 
vision,  and  all  that  goes  with  such  an  equipment,  it  will  be 
unnecessary  to  say  that  to  even  touch  the  high  points  of  the 
review  would  be  impossible  for  an  ordinary  mortal  in  the 
space  allotted. 

Pennsylvania  for  1923  is  accorded  a  very  liberal  review 
of  four  pages.  We  would  like  to  quote  his  whole  introduc¬ 
tion  and  conclusion  but  must  content  ourselves  with  a  sen¬ 
tence  : 

“Let  us  not  merely  talk  about  the  cement  of  amity  and  unity,  let 
us  mix  the  mortar.  Let  us  be  a  league  of  Masons — league  of  good 
cheer — a  far-flung  brother-line,  noble,  not  ignoble,  and  joining  to¬ 
gether  responsively  in  the  gracious  universal  grace,  ‘for  good  fare — 
good  faith — good  fellowship,  thank  God’.” 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  reports  one  hundred  and  fifty-two 
Chapters,  and  one  under  dispensation.  Exaltations,  1,333; 
joined,  166;  restored,  53;  total  gain,  1,552.  Losses,  784; 
net  gain,  768.  Membership,  December  31,  1924,  23,315. 
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M.  E.  Grand  First  Principal,  Companion  Walter  H. 
Davis. 

R.  E.  Grand  Scribe  E.,  Companion  Henry  T.  Smith. 

J.  M.  C. 


COLORADO. 

1924. 

The  Fiftieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Colorado  was  held  in  the  city 
of  Denver,  September  18,  1924. 

We  note  from  the  biography  in  the  front  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  that  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Walter 
Raleigh  Davis,  like  our  own  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
chose  to  be  born  in  Connecticut.  Well,  Connecticut  has  done 
a  lot  of  good  things,  and  among  them  furnished  to  Colorado 
and  Pennsylvania  each  a  Grand  High  Priest. 

We  note  that  the  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  was 
present  at  the  opening  of  Grand  Chapter. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Reuben  W. 
Hershey,  begins  his  annual  address  by  explaining  that 
when  elected  arrangements  had  been  made  whereby  he  could 
give  the  subordinate  Chapters  some  attention,  but  circum¬ 
stances  over  which  he  had  no  control  arose,  and  all  plans 
were  cancelled. 

“I  am  sorry  to  admit  that  I  failed  completely  in  my  program  as 
outlined.” 

I 

He  further  explains  that  it  had  been  the  intention  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Colorado  this  year,  but  that  wise 
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move  was  sidetracked  because  of  the  meeting1  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  at  “Portland,  Me.  So 
the  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  goes  over  for 
another  year.  It  does  not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  him  that 
the  celebration  of  so  important  an  event  might  have  been 
advanced  or  delayed  a  few  weeks,  and  yet  properly  and 
fittingly  celebrated  during  the  year. 

A  few  routine  dispensations  are  reported. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  makes  a  most  interesting  report. 
His  report  on  proficiency  of  officers  shows  that  two  High 
Priests,  eleven  Kings,  and  twenty-one  Scribes  were  unable 
to  open  or  close  a  Chapter.  That  ten  High  Priests,  twenty- 
three  Kings  and  thirty  Scribes  are  unable  to  confer  any 
part  of  any  degree. 

“In  several  of  the  Chapters  none  of  the  principal  officers  could 
confer  any  part  of  any  degree.” 

It  would  seem  to  us  that  there  is  a  wonderful  field  for  a 
Grand  High  Priest  to  visit  these  Chapters.  The  question 
arises  in  our  mind  what  use  is  a  charter  to  a  Chapter  where 
none  of  the  officers  can  confer  any  of  the  degrees?  Cer¬ 
tainly  Capitular  Masonry  cannot  rank  very  high  while  it  is 
administered  by  such  officers. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  that  vet¬ 
eran  M.  E.  Companion  Ernest  LeNeve  Foster,  but  he 
specifically  denied  having  anything  to  do  with  it.  It  is 
signed  by  H.  W.  Woodward,  who,  in  the  conclusion,  says: 

“For  thirty  years  the  Correspondence  report  for  Colorado  has  been 
written  by  Most  Excellent  Companion  Foster,  who  has  set  a  stand¬ 
ard  of  excellence  far  beyond  the  writer  of  this  report.  While  Com¬ 
panion  Foster’s  assistance  and  kindly  advice  have  been  at  the  service 
of  the  Committee  for  the  last  year,  it  has  been  impossible  for  him  to 
devote  very  much  time  to  the  report.” 
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At  the  presentation  of  the  report  Companion  Foster  ad¬ 
dressed  Grand  Chapter  in  a  most  interesting  manner.  He 
is  the  senior  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  Colorado,  and,  as 
before  noted,  has  written  the  correspondence  report  for 
thirty-five  years.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Compan¬ 
ion  Foster  for  his  long  and  valuable  services. 

Pennsylvania  for  1923  is  fraternally  reviewed.  Of 
course,  the  correspondent  being  new,  found  it  immensely 
funny  that  Pennsylvania  has  six  Grand  Chaplains. 

Under  Oklahoma  he  says: 

“Ten  of  these  (dispensations)  were  to  receive  petitions  and  ballot 
on  the  same  at  a  special  Convocation.  Frankly,  we  do  not  believe  in 
the  issuing  of  dispensations  for  such  purpose.  It  has  a  tendency  to 
let  down  the  bars.  Too  many  Masonic  bodies  are  infected  with  the 
idea  that  the  number  of  candidates  is  the  chief  end  of  their  existence.” 

We  not  only  do  not  approve  of  the  dispensation  route  in 
Pennsylvania,  but  we  don't  do  it. 

He  valiantly  defends  the  stand  of  Colorado  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  on  the  Order  of  DeMolay. 

Under  New  York  he  says : 

“It  seems  to  us  that  while  the  Towner-Sterling  bill  may  be  all  that 
its  friends  claim  for  it,  advocating  the  enactment  of  any  Federal  law 
is  out  of  place  in  any  Masonic  body.” 

That  is  certainly  sound  Masonic  law. 

From  a  summary  of  the  returns  of  the  Chapters  we  learn 
the  following:  12  Chapters  did  no  work,  23  report  a  gain 
in  membership,  24  report  a  loss  in  membership,  and  four 
neither  gain  nor  loss.  332  were  exalted,  16  reinstated,  and 
63  admitted.  Losses,  339,  leaving  a  net  gain  for  the  year 
of  72.  Membership,  July  31,  1923,  8,038. 
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The  invitation  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States  to  hold  its  triennial  meeting  in  Denver  in 
1927  was  accepted,  and  preparations  are  well  under  way 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  body  of  distinguished  Masons. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Walter  R.  Lewis. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Companion  William  W.  Cooper. 

J.  M.  C. 


CONNECTICUT. 

1925. 

\ 

The  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Annual  Convocation  of 
the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Connecticut  was  held  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  Tuesday, 
May  12,  1925. 

(No  mention  was  made  in  the  printed  proceedings  of  the 
“get-together  meeting”  the  evening  before.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  enjoyable  features  of  the  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Connecticut.) 

Every  Chapter  represented,  and  many  Representatives  of 
other  Jurisdictions  were  present,  but  alas,  Pennsylvania 
was  not  there,  so  far  as  her  Representative  was  concerned. 
Pennsylvania  was,  as  usual,  represented  by  her  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  accompanied 
by  the  M.  E.  Grand  King,  Companion  Walton  K.  S wet¬ 
land;  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe,  Companion  August  P.  Kunzig, 
and  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  P.  G.  H.  P.  Companion  Joseph 
E.  Quinby.  Grand  Officers  from  the  Grand  Chapters  of 
New  York,  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  Washington  and 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  were  also 
present. 

After  the  opening  of  Grand  Chapter  in  Ample  Form ,  the 
distinguished  visitors  were  introduced  and  welcomed.  Then 
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the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  presented  his  Annual  Address. 
This  address,  or  more  properly  speaking  report,  covers 
thirty-one  pages,  and  is  a  review  of  the  Capitular  activities 
for  the  year  in  that  State. 

But  one  decision  is  reported.  That  a  Companion  seeking 
to  affiliate  with  a  Chapter  must  accompany  the  petition 
with  dimit  from  the  Chapter  of  which  he  was  last  a  member. 

He  says  that  it  is  very  hard  for  Past  Officers,  (Grand  or 
subordinate)  to  surrender  their  pet  hobbies ;  but  inspecting 
officers  endeavor  to  impress  upon  the  High  Priest  the  fact 
that,  although  he  may  have  the  work  handed  down  which 
does  not  appeal  to  his  sense  of  dignity  and  decorum,  it 
should  be  eliminated.  Notwithstanding  he  may  be  in  dis¬ 
favor  with  certain  members  of  his  Chapter. 

All  the  foregoing  is  very  good,  but  then  see  what  the  Cor¬ 
respondence  Committee  said  about  us  last  year  under  Penn¬ 
sylvania  : 

“The  following  shows  that  he  has  received  an  erroneous  impres¬ 
sion.  Connecticut  has, for  years  had  a  standard  ritual  which  is  gen¬ 
erally  practiced.” 

This  was  in  reply  to  a  remark  we  made  that  each  Chapter 
in  Connecticut  seemed  to  be  the  judge  of  the  ritual  it  would 
practice.  We  may  have  been  misinformed,  but  our  inform¬ 
ant  was  the  Grand  High  Priest.  We  leave  this  argument 
to  be  settled  by  the  Grand  Officers  of  Connecticut.  The 
Grand  High  Priest  lamented  the  fact  that  the  Constitution 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut  did  not  vest  entire 
control  of  the  work  in  the  Grand  High  Priest,  as  is  done  in 
Pennsylvania. 

The  “Review  of  other  Grand  Chapters”  to  April  10,  1924, 
sometimes  called  “Report  of  Committee  on  Correspond- 
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ence,”  is  by  a  veteran,  M.  E.  Companion  George  H.  Kies, 
P.  G.  H.  P.  and  Grand  Secretary.  In  ninety-three  pages  he 
lays  before  the  Companions  of  Connecticut  a  complete 
resume  of  the  work  of  the  year  in  the  Capitular  world.  It  is 
accurate,  readable,  and  of  great  value  to  the  Companions  of 
that  Grand  Chapter.  Pennsylvania  is  accorded  a  very  fra¬ 
ternal  review.  Of  course  we  are  grateful  to  Connecticut 
for  a  lot  of  things,  and  not  the  least  is  our  present  Grand 
High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  George  P.  Harrow,  who  is  a 
son  of  Connecticut. 

The  correspondent,  judging  from  excerpts,  which  he 
quotes  with  approval,  from  other  Jurisdictions,  is  not  en¬ 
thusiastic  about  Masonic  bodies,  Grand  or  subordinate, 
endorsing  or  sponsoring  other  organizations  not  Masonic. 
Whatever  our  opinion  as  individuals  may  be  as  to  the  merit 
of  some  organization,  we  think  it  is  injudicious  and  ill 
advised  for  any  Masonic  body  to  sponsor  an  organization 
over  which  it  has  no  control,  and  composed  of  membership, 
none  of  whom  are  Masons.  This  applies  particularly  to 
Blue  Lodges  and  Chapters,  which  comprise  all  I  know  of 
ancient  Craft  Masonry. 

He  quotes  with  approval  the  following  from  Arkansas : 

“The  convention  last  October  in  Missouri,  when  10,000  Masons 
witnessed  the  conferring  of  the  M.  E.  M.  degree  on  1,100,  is  noted 
here,  as  elsewhere.  We  have  yet  to  be  convinced  that  these  immense 
numbers  receiving  the  degrees  at  one  time  has  much  in  accord  with 
the  spirit  of  Masonry,  even  though  it  may  accord  with  the  spirit  of 
the  times.” 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  report  shows:  Exaltations,  733; 
admissions,  16 ;  reinstated,  16 ;  losses,  362 ;  net  gain  in  mem¬ 
bership,  393.  Membership,  16,152. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  William  Bowers. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Companion  George  A.  Kies. 

J.  M.  C. 
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DELAWARE. 

1925. 

The  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Delaware 
was  held  in  the  city  of  Wilmington,  January  21,  1925,  with 
all  Grand  Officers  present. 

We  note  that  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  and  now  M.  E. 
Grand  Secretary,  Companion  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  was  among 
those  present. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  John  E. 
Krauss,  delivered  a  most  pleasing  and  instructive  address. 
He  said : 

“We  have  not  added  materially  to  the  membership  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  this  Jurisdiction,  but  I  feel  strongly  we  have  made  many 
strides  forward  in  inculcating  the  lessons  of  the  degrees  belonging  to 
this  Order.  I  would  urge  however,  that  the  High  Priests  of  subordi¬ 
nate  Chapters  renew  their  efforts  to  persuade  Master  Masons  to  com¬ 
plete  the  lesson  by  taking  the  Capitular  degrees.” 

Very  good,  but  did  they  follow  your  advice? 

Three  waivers  of  jurisdiction  were  asked  from  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  all  of  which  were  promptly  granted. 

At  the  close  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest's  address 
the  roll  of  Representatives  was  called,  and  we  note  that 
Pennsylvania  answered  to  the  roll  call. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Companion  Thomas 
J.  Day.  He  reviews  practically  all  the  Grand  Jurisdictions, 
briefly  but  carefully.  Pennsylvania  for  1923  is  accorded  a 
very  fraternal  review. 
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He  places  before  the  Companions  of  Delaware  in  succinct 
form  what  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  are  doing.  We  take 
it  that  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Companions  of  Delaware 
are  intelligent  enough  to  form  their  own  conclusions  from 
the  facts  presented.  He  does  not  presume  to  settle  all 
affairs,  political,  moral,  economic  and  fraternal,  in  the  re¬ 
view.  He  is  a  reporter  and  not  a  commentator. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  West  A.  Trotter. 

R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  John  W.  Macklem. 

J.  M.  C. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

1925. 

The  Fifty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
held  February  11,  1925,  at  7  P.  M.  Pennsylvania  repre¬ 
sented. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Simon  Bube, 
says: 

“It  is  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  democratic  government 
that  responsibility  and  accountability  are  inseparably  connected  with 
positions  of  trust  and  honor.  *  *  *  The  splendid  record  of  real 

constructive  work  done  by  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  this  Jurisdiction 
was  largely  overlooked,  and  it  was  to  correct  this  impression,  and  to 
give  proper  recognition  to  our  work  and  achievements,  that  I  de¬ 
termined  to  direct  my  efforts.” 

The  opening  of  the  Royal  Arch  Hall  at  the  Eastern  Star 
Home  is  given  the  prominence  which  it  so  well  deserves. 
This  was  evidently  one  of  the  concrete  things  to  which  the 
Grand  High  Priest  had  reference. 
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One  dispensation  for  a  new  Chapter  is  reported,  and  a 
warrant  was  granted  at  this  meeting.  This  will  be  Pent- 
worth  Chapter,  No.  16.  It  starts  off  with  sixty  warrant 
members. 

Of  course  he  visited  all  the  Chapters  in  his  Jurisdiction 
once  officially,  and  most,  if  not  all  of  them  unofficially,  a 
number  of  times.  He  thinks  that  in  the  near  future  some 
plan  will  have  to  be  devised  to  lighten  the  burden  of  these 
visitations.  For  a  period  of  two  weeks  every  evening  except 
Saturday  and  Sunday  he  was  engaged  in  official  visitations. 
We  would  recommend  that  he  consult  with  M.  E.  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  George  E.  Briggs,  of  New  York,  as  to 
how  this  burden  may  be  lightened. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest's 
address  was  referred  says : 

“In  recent  years  at  least  it  has  been  far  too  generally  true,  not 
only  in  our  own  Jurisdiction  but  in  the  General  Grand  Jurisdiction, 
that  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  Capitular 
degrees,  together  with  the  Blue  Lodge  degrees,  constituted  all  of 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  and  that  no  Masonic  education  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  complete  without  these  degrees,  whose  beauty  and  significance 
are  not  to  be  surpassed  by  those  of  any  rite.” 

Well  said.  We  would  go  a  bit  farther,  and  say  they  are 
not  equaled  by  those  of  any  rite. 

The  Association  of  High  Priests  and  the  Capitular  School 
both  seem  to  be  doing  excellent  work.  The  more  thoroughly 
the  officers  are  trained  in  the  work  and  objects  of  Capitular 
Masonry  the  better  will  be  the  Chapters. 

Two  special  Convocations  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  noted. 
One  to  constitute  Woodbridge  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  15,  and 
the  other  to  accept  the  resignation  of  Arvine  W.  Johnson 
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as  Grand  Secretary,  a  station  he  had  filled  for  twenty-eight 
years.  His  resignation  was  accepted,  and  he  was  unani¬ 
mously  elected  Grand  Secretary  Emeritus,  at  the  same  sal¬ 
ary  he  was  receiving.  A  most  gracious  act  upon  the  part  of 
Grand  Chapter.  The  vacancy  caused  by  his  resignation  was 
filled  by  the  appointment  of  Companion  J.  Claude  Keiper 
for  the  remainder  of  the  unexpired  term. 

From  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  we  learn  that  306 
were  exalted,  107  affiliated,  and  40  reinstated  during  the 
year.  Total  losses,  340;  net  gain,  113.  Membership,  De¬ 
cember  31,  1924,  6,611. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  J.  Davis  Bradford. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  J.  Claude  Keiper. 

J.  M.  C. 


ENGLAND. 

1924-1925. 

The  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  England  is  a  sort  of  step¬ 
child  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  The  Grand  Officers 
of  Grand  Lodge  are  the  Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  apparently  ex  officio.  The  Grand  Chapter  has  jurisdic¬ 
tion  over  but  one  degree,  that  of  the  Holy  Grand  Arch. 

We  have  before  us  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Quarterly  Convocations  held  November  5,  1924,  February 
4,  1925,  and  May  6,  1925. 

At  the  Quarterly  Convocation  held  November  4,  1924,  a 
report  was  made  of  the  results  of  the  negotiations  with  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  for  a  restoration  of  fraternal 
relations.  The  relations  having  been  severed  by  an  Edict 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  January  1,  1886.  This 
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edict  was  revoked  by  an  edict  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of 
Quebec,  August  1,  1924,  upon  assurance  by  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  England  that  it  would  not  establish  any  new  Chapters 
in  the  Province  of  Quebec.  St.  Paul’s  Chapter,  No.  374, 
attached  to  St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  in  Montreal,  to  remain  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England.  The 
resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  England,  and  fraternal  relations  are  again  established 
after  a  break  of  thirty-nine  years.  Six  petitions  for  new 
Chapters  were  granted. 

At  the  February  Quarterly  Convocation  thirteen  petitions 
for  new  Chapters  were  granted.  The  Grand  Chapters  of 
Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  recognized.  At  the  June  Con¬ 
vocation  ten  petitions  for  new  Chapters  were  granted. 

M.  E.  Companion  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ampthill,  Pro  First 
Grand  Principal,  made  the  following  remarks  on  the  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  Union  of  the  two  Grand  Lodges  in  England  in  1813 : 

“By  the  solemn  Act  of  Union  between  the  two  Grand  Lodges  of 
Freemasons  of  England  in  December,  1813,  it  was  declared  and  pro¬ 
nounced  that  pure  Antient  Masonry  consists  of  three  degrees  and  no 
more,  viz,  those  of  the  Entered  Apprentice,  the  Fellow  Craft,  and  the 
Master  Mason,  including  the  Supreme  Order  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch. 

“Well,  Companions,  the  Royal  Arch  Regulations  have  been  formed 
in  accordance  with  that  original  declaration,  and  the  practice  of  our 
Order  has  been  in  conformity  with  that  declaration,  but  a  great  deal 
still  remains  to  be  done,  I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me,  before  we 
fully  realize  the  ideal  which  the  original  founders  had  in  mind.  There 
is  a  very  strong  movement  from  below  to  make  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
what  it  claims  to  be — an  essential  part  of  pure  and  Antient — of  Craft- 
Masonry,  and  the  necessary  completion  of  it,  and  what  I  want  to  beg 
of  you  to  do  is  to  reflect  very  carefully  on  the  declaration  which  stands 
at  the  head  of  the  Book  of  Constitutions,  and  on  the  fact  that,  as 
Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  you  have  been  appointed 
ex-officio  Grand  Officers  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter.  If  you  will 
kindly  bear  that  in  mind,  you  are  bound  to  arrive  at  a  very  definite 
conclusion,  and  that  is,  that  you  have  a  particular  duty  towards  Royal 


1925] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


131 


Arch  Masonry,  to  help  those  who  are  striving  from  below  with  so 
much  earnestness  and  zeal  at  the  present  time  to  make  the  Royal  Arch 
what  it  claims  to  be,  with  such  assistance  and  encouragement  as  you 
can  give  from  the  positions  of  eminence  and  authority  which  the 
First  Principal  has  conferred  upon  you.  I  am  not  going  to  suggest 
to  you  what  you  should  do,  or  how  you  should  do  it ;  most  of  you  know 
a  great  deal  better  than  I  do  what  there  is  to  be  done,  and  how  it 
can  be  done.  There  is  a  different  way  for  each  one  of  us  in  accordance 
with  his  peculiar  opportunities,  and  the  situation  in  which  he  finds 
himself;  but  I  felt,  Companions,  that  I  should  be  neglecting  the  duty 
imposed  upon  me,  so  long  as  I  did  not  remind  you  of  these  two  things : 
First,  of  the  declaration  that  heads  our  Book  of  Constitutions,  and 
secondly,  that  all  the  appointments  made  today  are  consequential  on 
your  appointment  as  Officers  of  Grand  Lodge.” 

GRAND  MARK  LODGE  OF  ENGLAND. 

The  Mark  degree  is  controlled  in  England  by  a  separate 
Grand  Lodge,  and  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  has  no  recog¬ 
nized  connection  with  either  the  Grand  Lodge  or  the  Grand 
Chapter.  It  is  not  a  pre-requisite  to  the  receiving  of  the 
Royal  Arch.  The  degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master  is  un¬ 
known  in  England. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Quarterly  Communications  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of  England  and  Wales 
for  December  2nd,  March  3rd,  and  June  2nd  are  before  us. 
At  December  six  new  warrants  were  issued,  two  were 
granted  at  March  and  officers  elected,  and  five  warrants 
granted  at  June.  During  the  nine  months  covered  by  the 
reports  twenty-five  hundred  and  twenty  Mark  Certificates 
were  issued. 

The  Mark  Lodge  seems  to  specialize  in  charity.  During 
the  nine  months  they  reported  over  twelve  thousand  dollars 
distributed  in  sums  varying  from  twenty-one  pounds  to 
fifty  pounds  each  quarter.  In  addition  to  this  they  have  an 
extensive  educational  fund.  J.  M.  C. 
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ENGLAND. 

Quarterly  Convocations  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  England  were  held  at  Freemason's 
Hall,  London,  on  Wednesday,  August  1,  1923,  and  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  November  7,  1923. 

At  each  Convocation  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  An - 
tient  and  Solemn  Form.  At  the  Quarterly  Convocation, 
August  1,  1923,  petitions  were  received  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  twenty-one  new  Chapters,  nineteen  of  which  were 
to  be  held  in  England,  one  in  Buenos  Ayres,  Argentine  Re¬ 
public,  and  one  at  Tokyo,  Japan,  all  of  which  were  granted. 
A  petition  was  received  from  Poona,  Bombay,  India,  pray¬ 
ing  for  a  charter  of  confirmation,  the  original  having  been 
destroyed  by  insects.  The  request  was  granted. 

But  the  reviewer  wonders  what  kind  of  insects  and  what 
was  the  texture  of  the  charter  eaten  or  destroyed — strange 
incident  when  we  are  not  in  possession  of  all  the  facts. 

Report  was  presented  of  steps  taken  to  heal  the  differ¬ 
ences  that  had  existed  for  forty  years  between  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  England  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec.  This 
incident  has  since  been  happily  closed  and  fraternal  rela¬ 
tionship  restored. 

At  the  Quarterly  Convocation  on  November  7,  1923,  peti¬ 
tions  were  received  for  the  establishment  of  ten  new  Chap¬ 
ters,  nine  of  which  were  to  be  held  in  England  and  Wales, 
and  one  at  Zanzibar,  East  Africa,  all  of  which  were  granted. 

At  each  Convocation,  after  the  work  was  completed 
Grand  Chapter  closed  in  Antient  and  Solemn  Form  and  the 
singing  of  one  verse  of  the  National  Anthem.  H.  J.  B. 
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FLORIDA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State 
of  Florida  assembled  in  its  Seventy-ninth  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of  Jacksonville,  at 
10  A.  M.,  Tuesday,  May  19,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

All  elective  officers,  with  one  exception,  that  of  the  Grand 
Principal  Sojourner,  were  present,  also  thirteen  Past  Grand 
High  Priests. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  E.  L.  Wirt,  Grand  High 
Priest,  reported  “that  harmony  has  prevailed  throughout 
the  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  no  grievances  have  been 
brought  to  my  attention.”  He  referred  to  the  calling  of 
Most  Excellent  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Silas  B.  Wright 
to  the  Supreme  High  Priest.  Conforming  to  the  established 
custom  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  he  recommended  the 
erection  of  a  monument  in  his  honor. 

He  reported  having  ruled  that  “physical  perfection  is  not 
required  in  a  candidate  for  degrees  in  a  Chapter.  The 
question  of  physical  qualification  is  to  be  determined  by 
each  Chapter.” 

In  this  Jurisdiction,  the  several  subordinate  Chapters  are 
assigned  to  the  several  elective  Grand  Officers,  for  inspec¬ 
tion.  The  Grand  High  Priest  found  the  officers  of  the  Chap¬ 
ters  visited  by  him,  as  a  rule,  efficient  in  the  ritualistic 
work,  and  the  records  accurately  and  properly  kept. 

Florida  having  declined  to  sever  its  fraternal  relations 
with  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  and  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Texas,  efforts  were  made  to  release  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Florida,  and  to  request  it  to  withdraw  from  the 
General  Grand  Chapter.  The  address  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest  informed  his  Grand  Chapter  that  the  report  of  the 
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Jurisprudence  Committee  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter, 
and  thereby  “fully  sustained  and  justified  the  position  taken 
by  this  Grand  Body.” 

A  special  Committee  was  appointed  to  formulate  a  resolu¬ 
tion  looking  to  the  appointment  of  a  Grand  Lecturer,  which 
Committee  reported  and  its  suggested  resolution  was 
adopted,  as  follows: 

“WHEREAS,  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  is  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Work,  therefore,  be  it 

“RESOLVED,  That  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  is 
authorized  to  appoint  representatives  to  visit  constituent  Chapters 
and  inspect  their  records  and  instruct  them  in  the  work;  such  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  be  paid  their  actual  expenses  and  a  per  diem  of  $10.00 
per  day.” 

The  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Monuments  was 
adopted,  recommending  the  erection  of  a  similar  monument 
to  that  erected  in  memory  of  John  R.  Wetherell,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  for  other  Past  Grand  High  Priests. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  recommended 
that  fraternal  relations  be  established  between  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Florida  and  the  S.  R.  A.  Chapter  of  Western 
Australia,  which  recommendation  was  adopted.  Recogni¬ 
tion  was  withheld  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Queensland. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  reported,  inter 
alia ,  and  recommended  “that  the  High  Priest  should  wear 
a  hat  while  presiding.”  This  has  been  the  custom  in  this 
Jurisdiction  for  many  years. 

This  recommendation  was  accepted  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  report,  then  fully  discussed  and  later  adopted. 
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The  Committee  on  Memorials  reported  on  the  death  of 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  Henry  N.  Sweeting  and  Silas  B. 
Wright,  and  noted  the  death  of  our  beloved  Past  Grand 
High  Priests,  William  B.  Meredith  and  Hibbert  P.  John. 


The  Proceedings  contain  a  picture  of  Most  Excellent  Com¬ 
panion  Erle  L.  Wirt,  the  Grand  High  Priest;  also  a  picture 
of  the  beautiful  monument  adopted  to  be  erected  to  the 
memory  of  Grand  High  Priests  of  Florida,  lists  of  General 
Grand  Chapter  Officers,  Past  Elective  Officers  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Florida,  Grand  Secretaries  (but  our  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary’s  name  is  misspelled,  as  it  should  be  Qumby),  Grand 
Representatives,  directory  of  Chapters,  regulations,  the 
minutes  of  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
the  Order  of  High  Priesthood,  held  May  20,  1925,  the  Regis¬ 
ter  of  Membership,  and  the  Report  on  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence  by  Most  Excellent  Companion  Ely  P.  Hubbell,  consti¬ 
tute  a  mass  of  interesting  Capitular  information.  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  1924,  is  fraternally  reviewed.  The  writer  cannot 
explain  why  Florida  was  not  reviewed  by  him  last  year, 
unless  the  explanation  lies  in  the  fact  that  Florida’s  Pro¬ 
ceedings  were  not  sent  to  him  for  review,  but  to  another. 

M.  E.  Companion  T.  T.  Todd,  Grand  High  Priest,  Pensa¬ 
cola. 


M.  E.  Companion  Wilbur  P.  Webster,  Grand  Secretary, 
Jacksonville. 


H.  F.  B. 


GENERAL  GRAND  CHAPTER. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Triennial  Convocation  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States 
of  America  convened  at  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of 
Portland,  Me.,  on  Wednesday,  September  10,  at  9.30  o’clock, 
A.  M. 
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The  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine  met  in  special  Convocation 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  welcoming  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  Most  Excellent  Companion 
David  L.  Wilson,  delivered  an  address  of  welcome  such  as 
could  not  fail  to  make  every  visitor  at  home.  The  writer's 
sorrow  is  renewed  because  unforseen  and  unavoidable  cir¬ 
cumstances  prevented  his  personal  presence,  as  had  been 
planned,  at  this  most  interesting  and  delightful  meeting. 

Right  Excellent  Companion  J.  Albert  Blake,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Grand  King,  responded,  assuring  the  Companions  of 
Maine  that  realization  in  this  instance  exceeded  anticipa¬ 
tion.  He  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  because,  as  is  generally  known,  the  General 
Grand  High  Priest,  Most  Excellent  Companion  William 
Frederick  Kuhn,  was  called  by  the  Angel  of  Death  but  a 
few  days  previous  to  the  time  for  this  meeting. 

The  following  distinguished  visitors  were  present: 

John  M.  Core,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania ; 
George  P.  D arrow,  M.  E.  Grand  King  of  Pennsylvania ;  Jo¬ 
seph  E.  Quinby,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  of  Pennsylvania; 
George  B.  Wells,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  Henry  T.  Smith,  R.  E.  Grand  Scribe  E.  of  Can¬ 
ada;  Thomas  Cochrane,  Past  Grand  Superintendent  of 
Canada;  Thomas  H.  Bartley,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary  of 
Texas;  John  A.  Gartland,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
of  Texas;  William  W.  Williamson,  R.  E.  Grand  Scribe  E. 
of  Quebec;  Companion  Bert  S.  Lee,  of  Springfield,  Mo., 
Most  Puissant  General  Grand  Master  of  the  General  Grand 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  the  United  States. 


Four  Past  General  Grand  High  Priests  were  present. 


1925] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


137 


A  Memorial  Service  was  arranged  to  the  memory  of  Most 
Excellent  General  Grand  High  Priest  WILLIAM  F.  Kuhn. 

The  Rev.  Corona  H.  Briggs,  D.D.,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  Missouri,  delivered  the  Memorial  address,  a  mas¬ 
terpiece  dedicated  to  one  of  this  world’s  noblemen. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Bernard  G.  Witt,  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  a  Past  General  Grand  High  Priest,  paid  loving  tribute 
to  the  Doctor’s  greatness  and  truly  said : 

“He  was  pre-eminent,  and  I  say  that  with  all  the  force  which  it 
carries  with  it.  I  believe  that  he  was  the  greatest  influence  for  good 
that  ever  went  out  of  this  Grand  Body,  and  we  shall  miss  him.” 


Companion  Fay  Hempstead,  of  Arkansas,  asked  permis¬ 
sion  to  say  “a  single  word,”  and  briefly  paid  due  honors 
to  his  memory. 

The  General  Grand  King  then  called  the  convocation  to 
refreshment. 

At  the  afternoon  session,  after  the  appointment  of  com¬ 
mittees,  the  General  Grand  Secretary  read  the  address  of 
the  General  Grand  High  Priest,  the  lamented  Dr.  Kuhn. 

He,  in  his  usual  forceful  way,  directed  the  attention  of 
the  Companions  to  the  fact  that : 

“The  Freemasonry  of  today  cares  less,  far  less,  for  the  non-essen¬ 
tials,  but  more  for  the  essentials.  The  martinet  of  steps,  grips,  and 
words  is  rapidly  disappearing,  but  the  student  of  the  life  and  spirit 
of  Freemasonry  is  increasing.  The  Freemason  of  the  future  will  care 
less  for  idle  speculation;  he  will  believe  and  practice  that  humanity 
needs  less  of  abstract  philosophical  cobwebs,  but  more  of  cheer;  less 
of  Egyptian  rites,  now  mummified,  but  more  of  good  will;  less  of 
imaginary  symbolism,  but  more  of  love.  He  will  pay  less  ‘Tithes  of 
mint  and  anise  and  cummin’,  but  more  attention  to  the  weightier  mat- 
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ters — mercy,  faith  and  charity.  He  will  recognize  more  fully  the 
beautiful  life  of  Him  who  was  set  as  a  ‘Plumb-line  in  the  midst  of  my 
people  Israel.’ 

“The  doctrine  of  hearts  made  lighter  and  lives  made  brighter  will 
outlive  all  abstract  speculation,  all  official  distinction,  and  all  self 
aggrandizement.  The  Freemason  of  the  future  will  worry,  and  write 
less  over  what  may  constitute  the  ‘Ancient  Landmarks,’  but  will  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  three  essential  landmarks  of  faith  in  God,  hope  in 
immortality,  and  the  daily  application  of  the  Golden  Rule  are  more 
important. 

“The  unseen  player  on  the  golden  harp  of  Freemasonry  has  touched 
a  sweeter  chord.  Its  notes  speak  of  love,  of  gladness  whose  harmonies 
will  touch  the  heart  of  this  cold,  selfish  world.  Its  seraphic  sweet¬ 
ness  will  be  carried,  as  on  the  wings  of  the  morning,  to  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth,  to  hamlet  and  palace,  to  the  rich  and  to  the  poor; 
that  it  will  roll  back  in  a  mighty  chorus  from  royal  men  repeating 
the  angelic  song  of  Bethlehem’s  Plains — ‘Glory  to  God  in  the  highest, 
peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  men’.” 

He  reported  that  the  General  Grand  Chapter  has  under 
its  immediate  Jurisdiction  fourteen  Chapters,  twelve  char¬ 
tered  and  two  under  dispensation. 

He  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  has  not  been  revised  or 
amended  for  more  than  forty  years  and  said : 

“Grand  Chapters  should  have  full  authority  to  select  their  own 
rituals,  fix  their  fees  for  degrees  and  dues,  and  establish  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  their  own  Chapters;  in  fact,  to  maintain  what  is  known  as 
their  domestic  affairs.  The  General  Grand  Chapter  should  be  a  union 
of  Grand  Chapters  one  and  inseparable,  a  common  bond  of  allegiance, 
and  not  a  mere  confederation  with  no  bond  of  cohesion.  The  Consti¬ 
tution  should  be  revised,  stating  definitely  the  power  and  authority 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  defining  the  powers  of  the  General 
Grand  High  Priest  and  many  other  things  which  have  been  omitted. 
The  decisions  that  are  in  harmony  with  the  Constitution  should  be 
made  a  part  of  the  statutes.  The  contradictory  and  obsolete  decisions 
should  be  put  into  the  junk  pile.  I  will  recommend  the  appointment  of 
a  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Statutes.” 
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He  reported  the  preparation  of  stereopticon  slides  which 
he  approved  and  are  made  to  fit  the  Sojourner's  lecture. 

He  visited  many  Grand  Chapters,  traveling  62,000  miles. 
Of  his  visit  to  us  he  said : 


“My  visit  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  was  a  most  pleas¬ 
ing  event.  Every  courtesy  was  extended  to  me,  and  their  kindliness 
much  appreciated.  This  Grand  Chapter  is  an  independent  one,  yet  a 
common  fraternal  bond  unites  us.  There  is  much  to  commend  and 
worthy  of  emulation  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  a 
dignified  body,  and  the  interest  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  well  con¬ 
served.  I  am  Under  obligation  to  Most  Excellent  Companion  John  M. 
Core,  Grand  High  Priest,  and  his  associate  officers.” 

He  fully  reported  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry 
in  general,  and  directed  attention  to  numerous  avenues 
through  which  Capitular  Masonry  might  prove  its  worth. 

The  Most  Excellent  General  Grand  Secretary,  Companion 
Charles  A.  Conover,  referring  to  the  activities  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Grand  High  Priest,  said : 

“Immediately  on  gathering  in  the  reins  of  office  he  launched  upon  a 
most  auspicious  campaign  of  education — education  of  the  Royal  Arch 
Mason  as  to  what  Royal  Arch  Masonry  really  means  to  its  votaries, 
what  it  ought  to  mean  to  the  erstwhile  watch  charm  Mason,  and  what 
it  could  mean  to  him  if  he  would  open  his  eyes  to  its  beauty  and  live 
the  life  it  really  inculcates.” 

The  total  membership  of  the  Chapters  under  General 
Grand  Chapter  Jurisdiction  is  831,747,  a  net  increase  of 
154,813  since  the  last  Triennial  Convocation. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Memorials  spok  of  Dr. 
adopted,  extending  recognition  to  Queensland,  Manitoba 
and  Saskatchewan. 
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Invitations  were  forwarded  to  all  Grand  Chapters  of  this 
continent  not  affiliated  with  General  Grand  Chapter  to 
attend  this  Triennial  Convocation. 


Companion  Charles  N.  Rix  was  elected  General  Grand 
High  Priest,  but,  through  Companion  Fay  Hempstead, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  Arkansas,  declined  to  serve 
because  he  entirely  lost  his  hearing.  Whereupon,  Compan¬ 
ion  John  AJlbert  Blake,  of  Massachusetts,  a  most  noted 
Mason,  was  elected  General  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Memorials  spoke  of  Dr. 
Kuhn  as  “the  greatest  American  Freemason  of  his  gen¬ 
eration/' 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  was  pre¬ 
sented,  but  did  not  endorse  the  Order  of  Rainbow  for  Girls. 
Companion  William  L.  Eagleton  moved  to  amend  includ¬ 
ing  an  endorsement  of  said  Order,  and  said,  inter  alia , 

“That  Order  which  is  doing  for  girls  what  the  DeMolay  is  doing 
for  boys  from  sixteen  to  twenty-one  years  of  age.  It  is  a  wonderful 
work.  In  my  judgment,  as  expressed  in  that  resolution,  there  is  no 
more  important  function  of  Government  than  education  and  training 
the  youth  for  future  citizenship,  and  in  my  judgment  there  is  no 
more  important  duty  or  service  that  Masonry  can  render  than  to  get 
hold  of  the  young  life  and  aid  in  directing  the  activities  and  energies 
in  the  proper  channels,  and  thus  aid  in  forming  the  character  of  the 
leaders  of  tomorrow.” 

The  amendment,  however,  was  lost,  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  as  presented  adopted. 

The  Constitution  was  amended  changing  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  a  Convocation  Committee,  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  to  function  be¬ 
tween  Triennial  Convocations. 
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The  Committee  on  Rituals  approved  the  decision  that 
“the  High  Priest  should  not  be  covered  except  when  wear¬ 
ing  a  robe.  In  all  the  degrees  preceding  the  Royal  Arch, 
the  presiding  officer  should  be  covered,”  but,  it  was  voted 
to  strike  out  this  part  of  the  report. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  1927  Triennial  Convocation  in 
Denver,  Colorado. 


In  installing  Companion  J.  Albert  Blake  as  General 
Grand  High  Priest,  Past  General  Grand  High  Priest  Ber¬ 
nard  G.  Witt  said  of  him: 

“I  assure  you  that  a  more  honest  man,  a  man  with  more  lovable 
qualities,  has  never  been  installed  by  this  body,  and  I  commend  him 
to  you  as  a  man  lovable,  true,  steady  and  faithful  to  the  principles 
of  our  Order.” 

John  Albert  Blake,  General  Grand  High  Priest,  Boston. 


Charles  Arthur  Conover,  General  Grand  Secretary, 
Coldwater,  Michigan. 


H.  F.  B. 


GEORGIA. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Third  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Georgia  assembled 
at  the  City  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Macon,  Georgia,  at  10  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  on  April  29,  1925. 

All  Grand  Officers  were  present.  Distinguished  visitors 
were  in  attendance  in  the  persons  of  Dr.  James  D.  Ham¬ 
rick,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Georgia, 
and  Right  Eminent  Sir  H.  Sid.  Jones,  Grand  Commander 
of  Knights  Templar  of  Georgia. 
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Fourteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  in  attendance. 

Early  H.  Johnson,  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  address, 
mentioned  the  loss  of  our  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  Wil¬ 
liam  B.  Meredith  and  Hibbert  P.  John. 

He  reported  attending  six  District  Conventions,  visiting 
twenty-two  different  Chapters  and  installing  the  officers 
of  four  Chapters.  He  does  not  think  that  Georgia  Capitular 
Masonry  has  maintained  its  position  of  a  year  ago  because 

“Quite  a  few  Chapters  were  unable  to  hold  Convocations  for  the 
election  of  officers  until  early  in  the  Spring;  the  number  suspended 
by  the  various  Chapters  is  constantly  increasing;  continued  activity 
by  many  of  the  Chapter  officers  to  arouse  interest  has  met  with  but 
little,  if  any,  response;  many  Chapters  are  practically  dormant,  hold¬ 
ing  meetings  at  very  irregular  intervals,  and  in  several  instances  only 
once  in  two  or  three  years.  To  my  mind  this  indicates  a  growing  lack 
of  interest  and  should  be  cause  for  concern.” 

He  decided  members  of  Grand  Chapter  are  not  entitled 
to  be  reimbursed  Pullman  fares.  He  fails  to  see  any  great 
good  accomplished  at  District  Conventions.  He  granted 
nineteen  dispensations  to  ballot  on  petitions  out  of  time. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  reported  nine  hundred  suspensions, 
less  than  two  hundred  reinstatements,  two  hundred  mem¬ 
bers  dimitted  and  only  a  few  over  one  hundred  affiliated, 
two  hundred  died;  or  a  net  loss  of  more  than  a  thousand. 

All  the  District  Conventions  voted  in  favor  of  building 
an  Old  Folks'  Home,  but  the  Grand  Chapter  voted  to  spread 
the  report  of  a  special  Committee  on  the  subject  on  the  min¬ 
utes,  and  the  matter  to  be  carried  over  until  next  year  as 
unfinished  business. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Grand  Lecturer's  Report 
was  adopted,  including  a  recommendation  insisting  that 
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Secretaries  of  each  Chapter  attend  their  several  District 
Conventions  and  consult  together  as  to  the  best  mode  and 
manner  for  collecting  dues  and  making  their  reports 
promptly. 

This  Grand  Chapter  lost  its  Grand  Scribe,  Rev.  Alvin 
E.  Sansburn,  the  Craft  losing  “one  of  its  most  loyal  mem¬ 
bers  and  one  who  exemplified  in  his  every-day  life  the  real 
tenets  for  which  its  principles  stand.” 

The  Committee  on  General  Welfare  concurred  in  and 
endorsed  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
with  reference  to  the  erection  of  an  office  building  on  the 
lot  now  owned  by  the  Grand  Lodge;  the  same  to  be  fire¬ 
proof,  and  the  expenses  to  the  Grand  Chapter  not  to  exceed 
$7,500.00.  It  is  estimated  the  total  cost  will  not  exceed 
$25,000.00. 

This  Committee  also  expressed  a  truth  in  which  we  be¬ 
lieve  lies  the  reason  why  many  Chapters  lie  dormant  and 
its  members  disinterested.  We  quote: 

“If  we  would  enlist  the  enthusiastic  co-operation  and  efforts  of  the 
individual  Companion,  we  must  assign  to  them  some  personal,  indi¬ 
vidual  service,  inspire  them  to  some  ideal,  the  realization  of  which 
will  cause  them  to  believe  that  they  are  at  least  worthy  of  some 
good.” 

The  Committee  on  Returns  made  a  recommendation 
which  was  adopted  and  which  will  likely  cure  the  chronic 
negligence  of  Secretaries  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  We 
quote : 

“Your  Committee  recommends  that  in  all  cases  where  Secretaries 
of  subordinate  Chapters  are  negligent  or  dilatory  in  submitting  their 
reports,  or  failing  to  answer  promptly  inquiries  from  the  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary,  that  the  Grand  Secretary  shall  notify  the  Grand  High  Priest 
of  such  cases,  and  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  exercise  his  preroga¬ 
tive  and  declare  the  office  of  such  offender  vacant,  and  order  the  elec¬ 
tion  or  appointment  of  an  efficient  Secretary.” 
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The  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  will 
also  assist  to  this  end,  they  having  recommended  that  any 
Chapter  whose  returns  and  payment  of  per  capita  tax  are 
not  made  in  time  shall  be  considered  ineligible  to  receive 
per  diem  mileage. 

Companion  Pleasant  T.  McCutchen  reviewed  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  thirty-seven  Grand  Jurisdictions,  in  which 
Pennsylvania  was  not  included. 

William  A.  Sims,  Grand  High  Priest,  Atlanta. 

Edgar  A.  McHan,  Grand  Secretary,  Macon. 

H.  F.  B. 


IDAHO. 

A  Special  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State 
of  Idaho  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  at  Bonners  Ferry, 
October  12,  1923,  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  Bonners 
Ferry  Chapter,  No.  25. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Idaho  convened  in  the  Masonic 
Temple,  Boise,  Idaho,  May  21,  1924,  at  10  A.  M. 

Two  Grand  Officers  were  absent.  Four  subordinate 
Chapters  were  not  represented.  Seven  Past  Grand  High 
Priests  were  in  attendance. 

This  Convocation  was  honored  with  the  presence  of  the 
General  Grand  High  Priest,  Most  Excellent  Companion 
William  F.  Kuhn. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  Most  Excellent  Companion  Jay 
R.  Mason,  in  his  address,  referred  to  granting  four  dis- 
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pensations,  one  of  them  to  a  Chapter  to  meet  at  a  place 
other  than  its  regular  meeting  place  “for  the  purpose  of 
conferring  the  Chapter  degrees.”  We  always  question  the 
wisdom  of  such  action. 

He  made  what  we  consider  an  essential  recommendation 
that  “Grand  Chapter  should  insist  on  officers  of  our  Chap¬ 
ters  becoming  proficient  in  the  ritual;  at  least  the  High 
Priest  should  be  competent  to  confer  all  the  Chapter  de¬ 
grees,  etc.” 

> 

The  report  of  Companion  Edwin  Smith,  Grand  Treas¬ 
urer,  reflected  substantial  financial  progress. 

The  report  of  Companion  Edward  H.  Way,  the  Grand 
Secretary,  showed  a  net  gain  in  membership  of  122. 

Companion  Henry  Leimberger  presented  an  interesting 
report  of  his  activities.  He  visited  all  but  two  of  the  con¬ 
stituent  Chapters  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  He  reported 
generally  satisfactory  conditions,  but  also  deemed  some 
action  in  order  “to  require  a  certain  degree  of  proficiency 
before  the  High  Priest  presumes  to  preside.” 

Companion  George  E.  Knepper,  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  presented  his  report, 
including  a  review  of  Pennsylvania,  1922. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Walter  Daniels,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  of  Utah,  honored  this 
Convocation,  on  the  second  day,  with  his  presence. 

Fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters  of  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported : 
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“This  committee  believes  that  the  time  is  inopportune  and  the  rem¬ 
edy  impractical  to  require  a  certificate  of  proficiency  on  the  part  of 
a  newly  elected  High  Priest  as  a  prerequisite  to  the  acceptance  of 
office.  It  realizes  the  great  importance  of  proficiency  in  the  ritualistic 
work  on  the  part  of  all  officers;  upon  a  proper  and  effective  rendition 
of  the  ritual  depends  in  a  great  measure  the  Masonic  future  of  the 
recipient  of  the  degrees,  but  the  cure  for  the  deficiency  of  certain 
individual  delinquencies  is  not  always  found  in  the  passing  of  pre- 
emptory  laws  doubtful  of  enforcement.” 

We  would  refer  to  our  recent  Proceedings  dealing  with 
this  subject  as  being  worthy  of  imitation. 

Memorial  pages,  considerable  Capitular  information, 
also  the  Fraternal  Correspondence,  is  included  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  this  youthful  but  energetic  and  progressive 
Grand  Chapter. 

Harry  P.  Wolf,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Coeur  d'Alene. 

Edward  H.  Way,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Boise. 

H.  F.  B. 


ILLINOIS. 

The  Seventy-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Illinois  convened  in  the 
grand  ballroom  of  the  LaSalle  Hotel,  City  of  Chicago,  on 
Thursday,  the  29th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1925,  at  10  o’clock, 
A.  M. 

All  Grand  Officers  were  in  attendance,  except  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  First  Vail. 

Thirteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present,  forty- 
one  Grand  Representatives  and  all  of  the  twenty-seven 
District  Inspectors. 
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Previous  to  opening  the  Grand  Chapter,  the  Oriental 
Quartette  of  Chicago  delighted  the  assembled  Companions 
with  a  short  musical  program. 

• 

Companion  Charles  C.  Davis,  General  Grand  King  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  one  of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Illinois,  was  among  the  distinguished  visitors  present. 

One  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  Jurisdiction  passed 
to  his  Heavenly  reward  during  the  past  Capitular  year, 
viz.:  Most  Excellent  Companion  Henry  Hunter  Mont¬ 
gomery. 

The  tornado  calamity  in  Southern  Illinois  in  the  Spring 
of  1925  caused  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  request  donations 
for  relief,  which  found  a  generous  response  by  the  Com¬ 
panions  to  the  extent  of  $7,767.16. 

Twenty-one  dispensations  were  granted,  many  to  elect 
and  install  officers’  “account  no  quorum  at  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  was  obliged  to  issue  a  communi¬ 
cation  informing  the  Craft  of  the  findings  of  a  Committee 
regarding  Improper  Entertainment  at  Chapter  affairs,  and 
ordering  that  such  “must  and  shall  stop.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  decided  an  appropriation  “to¬ 
wards  securing  right  of  way  for  the  State  hard  roads 
systems”  was  illegal.  He  also  declared  illegal  a  resolution 
instructing  a  Secretary  not  to  collect  dues  from  a  certain 
Past  High  Priest.  He  also  ruled  that  a  Chapter  cannot 
assist  financially  the  formation  of  a  Chapter  of  DeMolay, 
it  not  claiming  “to  be  any  part  of  Masonry.” 
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District  Inspectors’  reports  grade  Chapters  on  condition 
of  records,  opening  ceremonies,  attendance,  decorum  and 
proficiency  in  the  ritual  work. 

District  Inspectors’  reports  contained  much  gratifying 
and  enlightening  information.  “One  Chapter’s  register 
revealed  there  were  282  members  and  56  visitors  present 
and  31  Chapters  represented.” 

The  report  of  Most  Excellent  Companion  J.  E.  Jeffers, 
the  Grand  Secretary,  revealed  its  total  membership  at 
88,997  and  leaves  it  “the  largest  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chap¬ 
ter  in  the  world.” 

The  Committee  on  Chartered  Chapters  approved  the 
Official  Bulletin  inaugurated  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  as 
a  medium  through  which  he  might  enlighten  the  Craft  with 
his  counsel  and  advice  and  keep  the  various  Chapters  in 
closer  relationship  with  each  other.  This  Committee  also 
dealt  with  the  decrease  in  net  gain, 

“A  situation  which  has  been  anticipated  by  those  who  are  familiar 
with  Masonic  conditions  generally.  As  there  has  been  such  a  phe¬ 
nomenal  growth  in  the  past  few  years  it  is  only  reasonable  to  expect 
that  the  interest  and  sincerity  of  some  would  wane.  But  nevertheless, 
and  very  fortunately,  they  are  in  the  large  minority.  Your  Gommittee 
does  not  in  any  way  despair  of  the  ability  of  this  Grand  Body  to  not 
only  maintain  its  present  position  from  a  numerical  standpoint,  as 
the  largest  Grand  Chapter  in  the  World,  but  as  an  institution  which 
will  continue  to  wield  a  moral  influence  far  greater  than  ever  before.” 

The  Committee  on  Chapters  under  Dispensation  recom¬ 
mended  the  granting  of  three  new  charters,  which  recom¬ 
mendation  was  adopted,  bringing  the  total  number  to  276. 

This  Grand  Chapter  cannot  only  boast  of  its  large  mem¬ 
bership,  but  to  examine  its  proceedings  we  feel  justified  in 
saying  that  its  officers  are  gifted  with  master  minds,  fully 
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cognizant  of  their  great  responsibilities  and  happy  in  their 
ability  to  perform  them.  The  following  from  the  oration 
of  the  Grand  Chaplain,  Companion  James  O’May,  is  sym¬ 
bolic  : 

“We  are  here  to  re-establish  the  fundamental  rules  of  Masonic 
brotherhood  and  to  exemplify  them  in  the  teachings  of  the  Royal  Arch. 
We  are  here  to  re-confirm  our  faith  in  the  fatherhood  of  God,  the 
brotherhood  of  man  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  For  this  cause, 
your  Chaplain  calls  you  again  to  the  smoking  altars  of  your  Craft, 
to  the  hold  implements  of  the  Temple  and  to  the  glowing  shees  of  the 
Shekinah.  Historically  he  is  representative  of  the  Royal  Priesthood 
who  stood  by  the  flaming  cherubim  and  listened  to  the  spoken  voice 
of  God.  Shorn  of  smoking  censor  or  staff  of  authority,  and  having 
no  breastplate  of  holy  acclaim,  and  clad  only  in  the  habiliments  of 
the  democracy  of  his  day,  nevertheless  he  calls  his  Craft  to  work  and 
worth,  in  the  days  in  which  he  and  they  must  toil.” 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  adopted,  in¬ 
cluding  a  recommendation  “that  the  orders  drawn  repre¬ 
senting  disbursements  of  the  past  year  be  destroyed.” 

The  Obituary  Report  is  again  the  product  of  that  super¬ 
mind,  so  different  from  the  average  of  even  the  brighter 
of  the  race,  Companion  Frank  F.  Collins.  While  the 
writer  was  confronted  with  several  volumes  of  proceedings 
of  other  Jurisdictions  for  his  attention,  the  last  mail  having 
brought  the  Illinois  proceedings,  prompted  the  review 
thereof  immediately,  primarily  because  of  an  expectation 
to  find  enlightenment,  which  provoked  participation  thereof 
till  a  late,  or  rather  early  hour,  as  a  radio  fan  will  wait 
for  a  Drake  Hotel  concert.  Anticipation  was  fully  realized, 
and  Companion  Collins  has  further  endeared  himself  in 
our  hearts.  Would  that  his  wisdom  might  be  communicated 
to  every  Mason  throughout  the  world. 

His  keynote  of  service  again  rings  true: 

“Poets  writing  immortal  lines  will  be  remembered  through  the  ages, 
though  they  wrote  on  parchments  which  perish,  but,  summing  it  all 
up,  the  greatest  memorial  that  you  and  I  can  leave  is  a  memory  of 
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service  to  our  fellow  men  and  that  service  should  reach  through  all 
Masonry  and  beyond  Masonry.  Parking  space  is  at  a  premium  every¬ 
where  except  in  one  place.  There  is  still  plenty  of  room  in  fame’s 
eternal  camping  ground — and  there  will  be  space  reserved  there 
through  all  time  for  all  who  lead  a  life  of  service.” 

He  notes  the  death  of  our  dear  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
Carl  A.  Sundstrom. 

We  fail  to  understand  the  error  in  listing  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  Wells  as  our  Grand  Secretary  at  so  late  a  date 
after  his  retirement  as  such. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Andrew  J.  Schattgen, 
Grand  High  Priest,  Jersey ville. 

Right  Excellent  Companion  James  E.  Jeffers,  Grand 
Secretary,  Springfield. 

H.  F.  B. 


INDIANA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State 
of  Indiana  assembled  in  Seventy-ninth  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion,  in  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of  Terre  Haute,  at  2 
o’clock,  P.  M.,  October  22,  1924. 

All  Grand  Officers  were  present;  also  sixteen  of  the 
twenty-two  Past  Grand  High  Priests.  Thirty-eight  of 
sixty  Grand  Representatives  were  present.  Companion 
David  E.  Smith,  representing  Pennsylvania,  was  among 
the  absentees. 

The  following  distinguished  visitors  were  in  attendance : 

M.  E.  Companions  Leon  T.  Leach,  Indiana,  Right  Ex¬ 
cellent  General  Grand  Scribe,  and  William  E.  Goff,  Michi- 
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gan,  Right  Excellent  General  Grand  Master  First  Vail,  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter,  U.  S.  A.;  M.  E.  Companions 
Henry  W.  Mordhurst,  Indiana,  Right  Puissant  General 
Grand  Recorder,  and  Robert  A.  Woods,  Indiana,  Right 
Puissant  General  Grand  Marshal,  of  the  General  Grand 
Council,  U.  S.  A.,  and  Most  Illustrious  Companion  Conrad 
J.  Herber,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  of  Indiana. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  H.  Wineland,  Grand  High  Priest, 
in  his  address,  noted  no  break  in  his  official  family  but  the 
loss  of  the  Senior  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion 
Elmer  Crockett. 

Under  appointments  of  Grand  Representatives  he  re¬ 
ported  appointing,  on  June  23,  1924,  Robert  D.  Cole,  Rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  near  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

We  learn  from  changes  in  By-Laws  that  one  Chapter 
raised  its  dues  to  $1.00  per  annum.  This  sounds  like  the 
echo  of  other  times. 

The  charters  of  twenty-two  Chapters  were  suspended 
for  failure  to  have  their  annual  reports  properly  filed. 
Later  they  were  filed  and  the  suspensions  released. 

The  Grand  Council  and  ten  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were 
in  attendance  at  the  1924  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  United  States  of  America,  when  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  Leon  T.  Leach,  of  Indiana,  was  advanced  to 
the  position  of  General  Grand  Scribe. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  recommended : 

“That  a  jewel  for  the  Grand  Chaplain  be  provided,  it  being  found 
that  Grand  Chapter  does  not  possess  such  a  jewel,  and  no  record  is 
found  of  any  having  been  provided  in  the  past.” 
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The  Grand  Secretary,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  says  of  our  Grand  Chapter: 

“This  is  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 
Notice  that  word  ‘Holy/  They  have  six  Grand  Chaplains  to  preserve 
its  sanctity.” 

A  strange  and  rather  mystifying  comment,  provoking 
the  question  as  to  why  in  Indiana  they  have  six  members 
on  its  Foreign  Correspondence  Committee,  when  we  have 
heard  from  but  one  of  them  for  fourteen  years. 

Among  the  distinguished  dead  of  other  Jurisdictions  are 
listed  our  beloved  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  William  B. 
Meredith  and  Hibbert  P.  John. 

The  report  of  R.  E.  Vestal  W.  Woodward,  Grand  Treas¬ 
urer,  shows  an  improved  financial  condition. 

R.  E.  Companion  Robert  A.  Woods,  Grand  Secretary, 
presented  his  report,  from  which  we  learn  that  the  net  gain 
in  membership  for  1923  was  579. 

E.  Companion  Herbert  A.  Graham,  Grand  Lecturer, 
presented  a  very  full  report  of  his  activities,  and  a  most 
complete  statistical  table  is  attached  thereto. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

“That  any  permanent  member  from  Indiana  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  United  States  who  shall  fail  to  attend  two  sessions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana,  held  between  two  Triennial  Sessions 
of  said  General  Grand  Chapter,  unless  such  failure  shall  be  excused 
by  Grand  Chapter,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  mileage  and  per  diem  from 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana  at  the  following  meeting  of  General 
Grand  Chapter.” 

At  the  Annual  Convocation  dinner,  the  Grand  Chaplain, 
the  Reverend  Campbell  L.  McKay,  addressed  the  par¬ 
ticipants  on  the  subject,  “Our  Place  in  the  Plan  of  the  Great 
Architect  of  the  Universe.”  It  was  a  masterly  address, 
worthy  of  wider  dissemination  than  it  likely  has  received. 
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The  recommendations  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence 
were  adopted,  including  disapproval  of  the  suggestion  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest  that  Secretaries  of  subordinate 
Chapters,  having  members  who  have  never  recorded  their 
marks,  record  as  the  mark  of  such  Companions  their  initials, 
and  that  such  marks  shall  be  the  marks  of  such  Companions 
the  same  as  though  selected  and  recorded  by  the  Compan¬ 
ions  themselves. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jewel  for  the  Grand 
Chaplain  was  adopted,  authorizing  the  incoming  Grand 
High  Priest  and  the  Grand  Secretary  to  procure  such  a 
jewel. 

The  Proceedings  contain  memorial  pages  and  the  Annual 
Capitular  Review  by  M.  E.  Companion  Robert  Archer 
Woods,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  who,  for  some  unaccount¬ 
able  reason,  seems  to  have  been  in  an  unnatural  mood  when 
reviewing  our  1923  proceedings.  We  fail  to  appreciate  his 
reference  to  “the  barbarians  were  then  re-admitted”  when 
referring  to  the  re-admission  of  the  Companions  not  eligible 
to  attendance  upon  the  installation  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Lawrence  Victor  Mays,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Pen¬ 
dleton. 

Robert  Archer  Woods,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Prince¬ 
ton.  H.  F.  B. 


IOWA. 

1924. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Iowa  con¬ 
vened  in  its  Seventy-first  Annual  Convocation  in  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Temple,  Spencer,  Iowa,  on  October  9,  A.  D.  1924,  at 
9  o'clock  A.  M. 
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Two  Grand  Officers  were  absent. 

The  following  Distinguished  Visitors  were  present: 

Robert  Hunter,  Most  Illustrious  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  Iowa;  Companion  George  Sinclair,  Right 
Eminent  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar  in  Iowa; 
Companion  Frederick  W.  Craig,  Past  General  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  Companion  William  E.  Goff,  Most  Excellent 
Grand  High  Priest  of  Michigan  and  also  General  Grand 
Master  First  Vail  in  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

This  Grand  Jurisdiction  lost  three  of  its  Past  Grand  High 
Priests,  Most  Excellent  Companions  Leroy  T.  Weld,  Ray¬ 
mond  Theodore  Warner  and  Henry  Clay  McNeil. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  George  E.  Mas¬ 
ters,  in  speaking  of  the  lamented  General  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  Dr.  William  F.  Kuhn,  most  aptly  referred  to 
him  as  “first  among  his  equals  and  a  Mason.,, 

We  note  a  net  increase  of  597  in  the  membership  of  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction.  One  new  Chapter  was  constituted  and 
one  surrendered  its  charter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reported  “Most  Chapters  are  well 
officered  and  well  organized  and  are  doing  splendid  work,” 
but  he  also  called  attention  to  some  Chapters  whose  officers 
were  unable  to  open  their  Chapter  or  confer  degrees  with¬ 
out  the  use  of  the  ritual.  He  recommended  the  revocation 
of  the  charter  of  one  such  Chapter. 

The  Committee  on  Necrology  included  in  its  list  the  names 
of  our  beloved  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  Hibbert  P.  John 
and  William  B.  Meredith. 


1925]  CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  155 


The  Committee  on  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  and 
doings  of  Grand  Officers  make  an  apt  -suggestion  to  the 
membership  that  they  read  carefully  the  Grand  High 
Priest's  address,  and  expressed  the  belief  that  it  would  be 
equally  interesting  and  profitable  to  the  several  subordinate 
Chapters  if  their  High  Priests  would  have  this  report  read. 
This  is  in  line  with  the  action  of  the  writer  in  reading  in 
his  Chapter  extracts  from  the  Master  minds  in  Capitular 
Masonry  as  found  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  several  Grand 
Chapters. 

» 

The  proceedings,  as  usual,  are  filled  with  Capitular  infor¬ 
mation,  memorial  pages  and  the  Report  on  Correspondence 
by  Most  Excellent  Companion  Edward  M.  Willard,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  who  fraternally  reviewed  Pennsylvania, 
1922. 

M.  E.  Companion  Harry  E.  Virden,  Grand  High  Priest, 
Mount  Pleasant. 

R.  E.  Companion  0.  F.  Graves,  Grand  Secretary,  Harlan. 

H.  F.  B. 


IOWA. 

1925. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Iowa  con¬ 
vened  in  its  Seventy-second  Annual  Convocation,  in  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Temple,  Carroll,  Iowa,  October  8,  1925,  at  9  o’clock, 

A.  M. 

All  Grand  Officers  were  in  attendance  except  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Captain. 


The  following  Distinguished  Visitors  were  presented: 
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Companion  Thomas  W.  Wellington,  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Iowa;  Companion  James  H. 
Sterling,  Most  Illustrious  Grand  Master  of  Royal  and  Se¬ 
lect  Masters  of  Iowa;  Companion  Frederic  B.  Parker, 
Deputy  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Iowa;  Companion  Henry  H.  Dean,  Senior  Grand  Warden 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  of  Iowa;  Companion 
Frederick  W.  Craig,  Past  General  Grand  High  Priest  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Grand  Representatives  were  presented  in  a  body,  but 
Pennsylvania’s  representative  was  absent. 

Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  Harry  E.  Virden,  in 
his  address,  referred  to  the  net  increase  in  membership  of 
eighty-four  Companions,  and  well  says: 

“Capitular  Masonry  is  truer  to  its  historic  past  when  it  searches 
with  a  more  scrutinizing  eye  the  character  of  its  applicants.” 

Under  visits  we  note  a  policy  which  we  feel  has  real 
merit : 

“It  has  been  my  policy  very  largely  to  visit  a  number  of  Chapters 
at  their  regular  meetings,  and  to  make  my  visits  unannounced.  I 
wished  to  see  how  these  meetings  were  attended  and  the  regular  busi¬ 
ness  conducted.  I  found  the  attendance  at  these  meetings,  on  the 
whole,  inexcusably  poor,  and  the  manner  of  transacting  business  in¬ 
different  without  justification.  Yet,  it  is  at  these  regular  meetings 
that  the  policy  of  the  Chapter  is  determined  and  the  income  of  the 
Chapter  is  spent.  I  wish  it  were  possible  to  impress  on  every  Royal 
Arch  Mason  that  the  regular  Convocations  of  his  Chapter  are  the 
most  important  ones  of  the  year.” 

This  policy  does  not  produce  a  delightful  report,  but, 
exercised  for  some  time  we  believe  would  put  all  officers, 
and  even  the  membership,  constantly  to  work  for  the  best 
interests  of  their  Chapters,  and  tend  to  produce  desirable 
results. 


1925] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


157 


The  report  of  Companion  L.  J.  Clarke,  Grand  Treasurer, 
reflected  a  healthy  financial  condition  and  a  material  im¬ 
provement  over  the  previous  year,  though  the  membership 
of  this  Grand  Chapter  slightly  decreased  during  the  year. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Companion  Orvis  F.  Graves,  says : 

“The  slag  and  clinkers  have  to  be  cleaned  out  but  the  pure  metal 
remains,  and,  like  a  tree  that  is  trimmed,  will  soon  put  forth  new 
branches." 


Companion  John  W.  Wells  presented  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Necrology,  in  which  is  included  reference  to 
our  most  beloved  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Carl  A.  Sund- 
strom. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  “Of  the  forty-two  de¬ 
ceased  members  of  the  several  Jurisdictions  above  named, 
twenty-seven  were  members  of  the  Scottish  Rite  branch  of 
the  Fraternity.  Eleven  of  them  being  thirty-third  degree 
Masons.” 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Chartered  Chapters  was 
adopted,  including  the  following  suggestions: 

“Since  it  appears  from  our  records  that  a  relatively  small  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  Secretaries  regularly,  if  ever,  attend  the  annual  Convoca¬ 
tions  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  we  would  suggest,  if  it  be  within  our 
province,  that  each  local  Chapter  endeavor  to  make  such  arrangements 
as  will  make  it  possible  for  their  Secretary  to  attend  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter.  And  we  would  suggest  farther  that  a  Secretaries'  Round  Table 
be  arranged  at  a  convenient  time  and  place  apart  from  the  Grand 
Chapter  School,  to  be  presided  over  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  or  an¬ 
other  competent  Companion,  who  can  give  instruction  in  the  duties  of 
the  Secretary  and  the  making  of  annual  reports.  And  to  this  end  we 
suggest  that  such  a  meeting  be  planned  for  the  next  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation." 
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The  Transactions  contain  a  portrait  and  sketch  of  the 
retiring  Grand  High  Priest,  Most  Excellent  Companion 
Harry  E.  Virden. 

M.  E.  Companion  Arthur  D.  Meeker,  Grand  High 
Priest,  Ames. 

R.  E.  Companion  0.  F.  Graves,  Grand  Secretary,  Harlan. 

H.  F.  B. 


KANSAS. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Kansas  convened  in  the  Auditorium  of  the  Scottish  Rite 
Temple,  Wichita,  Kansas,  on  Monday,  February  23,  A.  D. 
1925,  A.  I.  2455. 

All  Grand  Officers  were  in  attendance  except  the  Grand 
King,  who  was  absent  owing  to  illness. 

Distinguished  visitors  were  present  in  the  persons  of  R. 
E.  Companion  Harry  L.  Izor,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan;  M.  E.  Companion  John  W. 
Neilson,  General  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  and  R.  E.  Companion  Charles  A.  Conover, 
General  Grand  Secretary  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Eleven  Past  Grand  High  Priests  attended  this  session; 
also  thirty-nine  Grand  Representatives. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Easton  Hutchinson.  Grand 
High  Priest,  a  son  of  Pennsylvania  and  educated  in  the  Key¬ 
stone  State,  in  his  address,  referring  to  the  sudden  death  of 
that  beloved  Mason,  the  then  General  Grand  High  Priest, 
Dr.  William  F.  Kuhn,  so  well  said: 
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“All  his  labors  in  Masonry  were  consistently  in  harmony  with  an 
abiding  faith  in  that  ultimate  and  larger  life  ter  which  he  was  so  sud¬ 
denly  transferred.  But  with  us  there  remains  the  mental  picture  of 
a  sterling  character,  a  benignant  attitude,  and  an  undying  devotion 
to  principle.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reports  among  dispensations 
granted  several  to  Chapters  “to  make  a  pilgrimage”  to  vari¬ 
ous  places  to  confer  degrees  there. 

He  informed  the  Grand  Chapter  that  the  Grand  Lecturer, 
Companion  Lavelle  C.  Hicks,  visited  all  the  Chapters  in 
the  State,  as  he  did  last  year,  and  reported  substantial  im¬ 
provement  in  the  work. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  made  but  ten  official  visits  to 
subordinate  Chapters,  and  accepted  no  invitations  of  other 
Grand  Chapters,  “on  account  of  the  stress  of  business.” 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Kansas,  all  reports  and  remittances  of  subordinate  Chapters 
were  made  on  time. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Grand  High  Priest's 
tribute  to  his  Grand  Secretary  is  a  correct  statement  and 
well  deserved,  when  he  said: 

“Our  Grand  Secretary,  a  walking  encyclopedia  of  Capitular 
Masonry  and  Masonic  usages,  customs  and  procedure,  is  an  ever 
present  and  indispensable  help  in  time  of  trouble,  without  whose 
store  of  knowledge  and  conservative  judgment  it  would  be  difficult, 
if  not  quite  impossible,  for  any  Grand  High  Priest  to  safely  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  direct  the  affairs  of  this  Grand  Chapter.” 

The  writer,  however,  is  sorry  he  does  not,  as  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  recog¬ 
nize  the  initials  H.  F.  B.  as  checking  with  the  writer's  name 
as  it  appears  in  all  lists,  of  recent  years,  of  the  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  with  which  the  writer  is  familiar. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  William  Eas¬ 
ton  Hutchinson,  in  surrendering  his  gavel  of  authority, 
asked : 


“To  retain  the  working  tools  of  my  profession  and  continue  to  use 
them  as  long  as  I  live,  to  help,  aid  and  assist  my  Companions  in  the 
great  and  glorious  work  of  rebuilding  the  House  of  the  Lord,  without 
the  hope  of  fear  or  reward.  I  shall  not  only  need  them  in  my  work 
upon  the  superstructure,  but  will  continue  to  use  them  appropriately 
to  lift  from  my  mind  the  heavy  weight  of  passion  and  prejudice,  to 
loosen  the  hold  of  long  habits  of  sin  and  to  remove  the  rubbish  of 
vice  and  ignorance,  from  which  none  of  us  are  immune  or  exempt. 
By  the  aid  of  the  rejected,  though  priceless,  keystone,  I  may  see  the 
last  arch  of  life  bound  together  and  be  enabled  by  the  signet  of 
Eternal  Truth  to  pass  the  vails  that  interpose  between  me  and  my 
fondest  hope.  The  world  has  never  had  a  greater  need  of  service  for 
fellow  man,  never  afforded  a  greater  opportunity  for  unselfish  useful¬ 
ness.  Masonry,  having  stood  the  test  of  generations,  is  peculiarly 
fitted  to  be  a  channel  through  which  this  stream  of  service  may  run 
most  successfully  and  appropriately.  With  the  equipment  and  train¬ 
ing  our  institution  affords  we  should  not  hesitate  at  any  service,  be 
it  ever  so  humble,  to  accomplish  the  great  aims  and  objects  of  our 
time  honored  institution,  for  then  and  then  only  can  we  justly  claim 
the  noble  name  of  Mason.” 

A  fine  ambition  well  worthy  of  imitation  by  all  Com¬ 
panions. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  frequently  Compan¬ 
ions  are  carried  as  members  on  the  rolls  of  Chapters  al¬ 
though  suspended  in  the  Lodges,  and  suggested  that  Grand 
Chapter  require  each  Companion  to  present  his  Lodge 
receipt  for  dues  at  the  time  he  pays  his  dues  in  the  Chapter. 

Thirteen  Chapters  elected  officers  at  times  other  than  that 
provided  in  the  Constitution. 


As  a  special  feature  of  this  Convocation,  R.  E.  Companion 
Charles  A.  Conover,  General  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Gen- 
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eral  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  delivered  an  address  on  “The  Origin 
and  Development  of  the  Royal  Arch  System.” 

The  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  United  States  of  America  having  extended  recognition 
to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Queensland,  the  Committee  on  Cor¬ 
respondence  recommended  that  recognition  be  extended  by 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas,  which  recommendation  was 
adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Chartered  Chapters  and  Chapters 
Under  Dispensation,  in  commenting  on  a  decreased  number 
of  exaltations  during  the  past  year,  as  compared  with  a 
former  year  very  properly  states : 

“The  value  and  usefulness  of  a  structure  does  not  depend  upon  its 
size  alone,  but  upon  the  character  of  the  material  and  quality  of 
workmanship  employed  in  its  construction.” 

Ten  thousand  dollars  was  donated  to  the  Endowment 
Fund  of  the  Kansas  Masonic  Home. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  permits  the  use  of 
“appropriate  lantern  slides”  in  the  exemplification  of  the 
Second  Section  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

The  picture  of  M.  E.  Companion  William  Easton 
Hutchinson,  Grand  High  Priest,  graces  the  Proceedings 
as  a  frontispiece,  and  statistical  tables  and  other  Capitular 
information  fills  an  interesting  volume  of  activities  of  a 
virulent  Grand  Chapter  on  its  Sixtieth  Convocation.  Me¬ 
morial  pages  contain  records  of  our  dear  Past  Grand  High 
Priests,  M.  E.  Companions  William  B.  Meredith  and  Hib- 
bert  P.  John. 

M.  E.  Companion  Ben  S.  Paulen,  Grand  High  Priest, 
Fredonia. 

R.  E.  Albert  K.  Wilson,  Grand  Secretary,  Topeka. 

H.  F.  B. 
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KENTUCKY. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
held  its  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Annual  Convocation  in 
the  Masonic  Temple,  Louisville,  commencing  October  21, 
1924,  at  7.30  P.  M. 

All  Grand  Officers  were  present;  also  twenty-one  out  of 
twenty-three  Past  Grand  High  Priests.  What  an  august 
body  this  must  have  been. 

Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  A.  Gordon  Sulser 
reported : 

“That  the  year  just  past  has  been  one  marked  by  a  steady,  whole¬ 
some  growth  in  Capitular  Masonry  in  Kentucky,  by  an  added  ma¬ 
teria!  prosperity  in  the  subordinate  Chapters  of  this  Grand  Body, 
and  by  such  a  condition  of  real  understanding  and  singleness  of  pur¬ 
pose  as  has  obviated  the  necessity  for  a  single  appeal  to  my  authority, 
or  a  single  intervention  by  me,  in  my  official  capacity.” 

He  well  said  of  our  departed  friend,  Most  Excellent  Com¬ 
panion  William  F.  Kuhn,  General  Grand  High  Priest: 

“A  Prince  in  Israel  has  fallen;  and  Capitular  Masonry  throughout 
the  world,  is  deprived  of  one  of  its  ablest,  most  learned,  and  most 
earnest  advocates.” 

This  Grand  Chapter  suffered  great  loss  in  the  calling  of 
its  Grand  Treasurer  since  1891,  M.  E.  Companion  Frank 
Hollinsead  Johnson,  whose  “life  was  one  long  sacrifice  of 
interest  to  conscience.”  He  will  also  be  remembered  as  the 
efficient  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
Knights  Templar,  of  the  United  States  of  America  for 
eleven  years. 

Further  loss  was  suffered  by  this  Grand  Chapter  in  the 
passing  of  Companion  James  Albert  Hodges,  for  many 
years  Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 
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Four  Chapters  were  set  to  work  under  dispensations  and 
four  were  set  to  work  under  new  charters. 

District  Inspectors  are  appointed  according  to  Congres¬ 
sional  Districts,  and  every  subordinate  Chapter  is  inspected 
annually,  and  a  report  made  to  the  Grand  High  Priest,  un¬ 
less  subordinate  Chapters  neglect  to  arrange  for  inspec¬ 
tions.  The  few  which  are  generally  negligent  in  this  regard 
are  to  be  dealt  with  in  some  drastic  manner. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  through  Companion  S. 
P.  Browning,  and  reflected  a  healthy  financial  condition  in 
this  Grand  Chapter. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  George  A.  Lewis  presented  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology,  paying  loving  tribute 
to  those  who  “have  passed  through  the  vails  into  the  ‘Land 
of  the  Beautiful  Dead’.”  He  records  the  loss  of  our  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Hibbert  P.  John  and  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  William  B.  Meredith. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Albert  A.  Hazelrigg  announced 
the  election  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  G.  Allison  Hol¬ 
land  as  General  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

Companion  E.  E.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  Our 
Homes,  reported  that  sixty-two  old  Masons  and  four  widows 
are  enjoying  the  comforts  of  the  Old  Masons'  Home  at  Shel¬ 
by  ville,  at  a  per  capita  cost  of  $384.16.  At  Louisville,  thirty- 
six  widows,  202  girls  and  235  boys  are  cared  for,  at  a  per 
capita  cost  of  $195.00. 

Companion  C.  E.  Peterson,  for  the  Committee  on  In¬ 
spections,  reported  fully  on  the  condition  of  the  Chapters  in 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  We  note  that  Chapters  charge 
from  $20.00  to  $50.00  as  fees. 
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Thirty-nine  Grand  Representatives  responded  to  roll  call, 
including  Companion  George  A.  Lewis,  representing  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Companion  W.  W.  Clarke  submitted  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Doings  of  Other  Grand  Chapters,  including 
a  resolution  extending  recognition  to  the  Grand  Chapters 
of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan.  We  assume  the  resolu¬ 
tion  was  adopted,  though  the  proceedings  do  not  state  what 
became  of  the  resolution. 

Memorial  pages,  statistical  tables,  rosters  of  Grand  Rep¬ 
resentatives  and  Grand  Secretaries,  lists  of  Chapters,  re¬ 
turns  of  subordinate  Chapters,  and  the  “Doings  of  Other 
Grand  Chapters, ”  complete  an  interesting  volume  of  Ca¬ 
pitular  lore  in  a  virile  Capitular  Jurisdiction. 

A  picture  of  M.  E.  Companion  W.  R.  Johnson,  Grand 
High  Priest,  graces  the  proceedings  as  a  frontispiece. 

M.  E.  Companion  W.  R.  Johnson,  Grand  High  Priest, 
Lebanon. 

G.  Allison  Holland,  Grand  Secretary,  Lexington. 

H.  F.  B. 


LOUISIANA. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  was  convened  in  the  Masonic 
Temple,  New  Orleans,  on  February  3,  1925,  at  twelve 
o'clock  M.,  in  its  Seventy-eighth  Annual  Grand  Convoca¬ 
tion,  with  all  Grand  Officers  present ;  also  nine  Past  Grand 
High  Priests. 

Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  David  Ettinger,  in 
his  address,  under  Necrology,  noted  the  death  of  our  Past 
Grand  High  Priests,  William  B.  Meredith  and  Hibbert 
P.  John. 
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He  wisely  said  regarding  our  institution: 

“Our  institution  stands  for  education  and  enlightenment.  We  can¬ 
not  render  a  greater  service  to  our  communities,  State  or  Nation,  and 
to  posterity,  than  to  encourage  our  members  in  the  support  of  our 
public  schools. 

“Education  is  the  greatest  legacy  that  we  can  bequeath  to  those 
that  come  after  us.  Education  is  the  most  important  factor  in  the 
world’s  progress  toward  liberty  of  mind  and  body  and  the  happiness 
of  mankind. 

“The  public  school  which  brings  together  the  child  of  the  rich  and 
poor,  the  Jew  and  the  Gentile,  the  Protestant  and  the  Mohammedan, 
the  Catholics  and  followers  of  other  creeds  is  the  one  great  agency 
which  will  bring  about  a  better  understanding  among  the  men  and 
women  of  the  future,  and,  in  my  opinion,  will  bring  about  that  which 
we  have  been  preaching,  and  the  world  has  been  striving  for  these 
many  years  ‘PEACE  ON  EARTH  AND  GOOD  WILL  TOWARD 
MEN.’ 

“Anarchism  and  Bolshevism  and  all  other  isms  that  threaten  to 
undermine  our  Government  and  society  are  the  result  of  ignorance 
and  persecution. 

“I  therefore  strongly  recommend  the  support  of  our  public  insti¬ 
tutions.” 

He  reported  that  since  he  was  unable  to  visit  all  the 
Chapters,  he  appointed  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Grimm  as 
his  representative,  and  that  he  visited  all  the  Chapters. 

Though  the  Grand  High  Priest  had  resolved  not  to  grant 
any  dispensation  to  ballot  upon  petitions  before  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  time  specified,  he  reported  having  granted  such 
on  “two  or  three”  occasions,  but  he  does  not  approve  the 
continuance  of  the  practice. 

The  reports  of  Right  Excellent  Companion  H.  F.  Grimm, 
Grand  Treasurer,  and  Right  Excellent  Companion  John  A. 
Davilla,  Grand  Secretary,  reflect  substantial  financial 
growth  and  general  Capitular  progress.  Four  Chapters 
were  constituted  and  two  instituted. 
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He  reported  issuing  a  commission  as  Grand  Representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  to  Companion  James  McCul¬ 
lough,  Jr.,  of  Kittanning,  vice  William  B.  Meredith,  de¬ 
ceased. 

Fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Queensland. 

The  two  Chapters  which  were  instituted  during  the  year 
were  granted  charters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  adopted  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Masonic  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  which  did  not  approve 
the  action  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  permitting  Chap¬ 
ters  to  ballot  on  applications  before  the  expiration  of  the 
delays  required  by  the  Constitution. 

The  proceedings,  as  usual,  are  brimful  of  Capitular  in¬ 
formation,  and  contain  a  picture  of  Most  Excellent  Grand 
High  Priest  Leon  Samuel  Haas. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  written  by 
Companion  John  A.  Davilla,  the  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  also  the  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary,  and  included  Pennsylvania,  1923,  one  of  fifty-seven 
Grand  Jurisdictions  reviewed  by  him. 

M.  E.  Companion  Leon  S.  Haas,  Grand  High  Priest, 
Opelousas. 

John  A.  Davilla,  Grand  Secretary,  New  Orleans. 

H.  F.  B. 


MAINE. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Maine 
met  in  Special  Convocation,  in  Masonic  Temple,  at  Portland, 
Wednesday,  September  10,  1924,  at  9.30  o'clock  A.  M.,  Most 
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Excellent  Companion  David  L.  Wilson,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding,  for  the  purpose  of  welcoming  to  Maine  the  Com¬ 
panions  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  who  had  come  to  transact  the  business  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  Triennial  Convocation  of  that  august  body. 

All  Grand  Officers  were  present,  fourteen  of  fifteen  Past 
Grand  High  Priests,  “together  with  visiting  Royal  Arch 
Masons,”  of  which  the  writer  had  planned  to  be  one,  but, 
man  proposes  and  God  disposes. 

ONE  HUNDREDTH  ANNUAL  CONVOCATION. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Maine 
met  in  its  One  Hundredth  Annual  Convocation  in  Masonic 
Temple,  at  Portland,  on  Tuesday  evening,  May  5,  A.  D. 
1925,  at  7  o’clock,  M.  E.  David  L.  Wilson,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding. 

All  Grand  Officers  were  again  present,  as  also  fourteen 
of  fifteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests. 

The  following  distinguished  guests  were  in  attendance: 

M.  E.  John  F.  Birmingham,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  York;  E.  Lyman  T.  Trimmer- 
man,  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  New  York;  M.  E.  Donald  E.  Spears,  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island;  M.  E.  William  R. 
Couper,  Grand  First  Principal  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Quebec;  M.  E.  Walter  W.  Williamson,  Grand  Scribe  E., 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec;  R.  E.  Winthrop  J.  Cush¬ 
ing,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Massachusetts;  R.  E.  William  K.  Dean,  Grand  King  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts;  R.  E.  Wallace  C. 
Keith,  Grand  Scribe  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachus¬ 
etts;  R.  E.  Frank  A.  North,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 
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Most  Excellent  Companion  David  L.  Wilson,  Grand 
High  Priest,  reports  a  most  healthy  condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Maine. 

“There  is  no  question  whatever  that,  judged  by  these  worthwhile 
standards,  Capitular  Masonry  in  Maine  is  steadily  advancing.  We 
are  appreciating  increasingly  the  solemnity  and  dignity  of  our  ritual¬ 
istic  work,  and  I  trust  are  therefore  giving  larger  expression  to  the 
lessons  which  we  learn,  in  our  daily  contact  with  our  fellow  men.” 

He  reported  on  many  visitations.  He  granted  several 
dispensations  to  confer  degrees  away  from  the  regular 
places  of  meeting  of  the  several  Chapters.  He  refused  a 
dispensation  to  ballot  out  of  time. 

The  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  the  Grand  King,  the 
Grand  Scribe  and  the  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests 
presented  detailed  reports  dealing  primarily  with  their 
visitations  and  inspections,  and  as  a  whole  indicating  sub¬ 
stantial  progress  in  Capitular  Masonry. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  having  mailed  the  Jour¬ 
nal  of  Proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Convocation  within 
ten  days  after  the  close  of  the  meeting.  This  is  worthy  of 
commendation. 

He  reported  there  were  entertained  more  than  a  thou¬ 
sand  out-of-the-State  visitors  during  the  Triennial  Convo¬ 
cation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

Two  Chapters  were  working  under  dispensation  during 
the  past  year. 

Companion  Samuel  B.  Furbish,  for  the  Committee  on 
Memorials,  presented  a  report  from  which  we  learn  that 
Maine  lost  three  of  its  permanent  members:  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  Winfield  Scott  Hinckley;  Past  Grand  High 
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Priest  Wilmer  Judson  Dorman,  and  Past  Grand  Scribe 
Charles  Martin  Sleeper.  The  Committee  also  reported 
the  death  of  our  three  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  Hibbert 
P.  John,  William  B.  Meredith  and  Carl  A.  Sundstrom. 

Companion  Samuel  B.  Furbish,  Grand  Lecturer,  pre¬ 
sented  an  interesting  report,  which  disclosed  a  fifteen  per 
cent  increase  in  attendance  at  the  “Schools.” 

Thomas  H.  Bodge,  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the 

> 

“Maine  Royal  Arch  Text  Book,”  reported  recommending 
the  adoption  of  the  new  book,  and  the  report  was  accepted 
and  the  recommendation  adopted. 

Companion  Franklin  R.  Redlon,  Chairman  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Committee  on  Entertainment  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  and  the  General  Grand  Council,  presented  a  report 
expressing  the  belief  that  the  meeting  of  the  said  General 
Grand  bodies  was  the  means  of  benefiting  and  stimulating 
Capitular  Masonry  in  Maine  for  years  to  come.  $9,929.81 
was  expended  by  said  Committee. 

Companion  Thomas  H.  Bodge,  for  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence,  presented  a  report  in  which  the  Committee 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  granting  of  dispensations 
to  Chapters  to  take  their  charter  and  go  to  some  Lodge 
room  located  within  their  territorial  jurisdiction  and  there 
work  one  or  more  Capitular  degrees  is  not  in  accord  with 
the  law  and  earlier  practice.  The  Committee  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  such  dispensations. 

This  we  consider  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  or  rather, 
for  the  future,  preventing  a  step  in  the  wrong  direction. 

The  Finance  Committee  approved  a  $5.00  per  diem  and 
.10  per  mile  for  members  of  Grand  Chapter  and  a  .25  per 
capita  tax  on  the  membership  to  include  the  per  capita  to 
the  General  Grand  Chapter.  The  recommendation  was 
adopted. 
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Two  charters  were  granted  to  two  Chapters  formerly- 
working  under  dispensation,  and  a  dispensation  was 
granted  to  a  third  Chapter. 

As  usual,  the  proceedings  contain  much  Capitular  infor¬ 
mation,  primarily,  of  course,  of  a  local  nature.  Our  Grand 
Secretary’s  name  appears  misspelled  “Quiraby,”  instead  of 
“Qumby.” 

The  Appendix  contains  the  Report  on  Correspondence, 
by  Most  Excellent  Companion  Thomas  H.  Bodge,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  who  was  able  to  review  our  1923  and 
1924  Proceedings,  since  the  latter  appeared  two  months 
earlier  than  usual,  primarily  because  of  the  efforts  of  our 
efficient  Grand  Secretary,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Joseph 
E.  Quinby. 


M.  E.  Companion  George  H.  Bangs,  Grand  High  Priest, 
Orono. 


R.  E.  Companion  Charles  B.  Davis,  Grand  Secretary, 
Portland. 


H.  F.  B. 


MANITOBA. 

The  Second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Manitoba  was  held  in  the  Masonic 
Temple,  in  the  City  of  Winnipeg,  Province  of  Manitoba,  on 
the  fourth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  L.  2455. 

The  pace  set  at  its  first  Annual  Convocation  of  having 
all  Grand  Officers  present  was  maintained  at  this,  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Annual  Convocation. 

Distinguished  Visitors  present  were  Most  Excellent 
Companion  James  McCauley,  Grand  Z.  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Saskatchewan;  Most  Excellent  Companion  William 
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T.  Johnston  of  Fargo,  N.  D.,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  North  Dakota,  and  Right 
Excellent  Companion  R.  Cameron,  Past  Grand  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Z,  Fred  L.  Newman,  in  his 
address,  commended  the  work  of  the  Grand  Superinten¬ 
dents  in  glowing  terms,  reported  visiting  each  Chapter  in 
the  Jurisdiction,  and  that  all  are  “making  a  very  creditable 
showing.”  He  stressed  the  teachings  of  Capitular 
Masonry. 

\ 

Under  “Fraternal  Dead”  he  listed  our  beloved  Past 
Grand  High  Priests,  Hibbert  P.  John  as  “Wilbert”  P.  John 
and  our  former  Chairman  of  our  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  William  B.  Meredith. 

The  three  Grand  Superintendents  presented  detailed  re¬ 
ports  of  their  activities  and  their  findings  at  the  meetings 
in  their  districts,  uniformly  reporting  a  general  healthy 
Capitular  condition  with  excellent  work  everywhere,  and 
in  some  Chapters  “in  a  faultless  manner.” 

Right  Excellent  Companion  Harry  F.  Moulden,  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  presented  his  second  annual  report,  from 
which  we  gather  that  the  membership  in  Manitoba  was 
increased  by  seventy-nine  during  the  past  year. 

A  model  form  of  By-Laws  was  accepted  by  all  subordin¬ 
ate  Chapters. 

Fifty- two  out  of  a  possible  sixty-three  Grand  Jurisdic¬ 
tions  have  extended  fraternal  recognition  to  Manitoba. 

Pennsylvania’s  Grand  Representative,  Companion  A.  W. 
Chapman,  was  absent  from  the  reception  of  Representa¬ 
tives  of  Foreign  Grand  Chapters. 
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Right  Excellent  Companion  John  Parton  presented  his 
second  Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence,  reviewing 
thirty-four  Grand  Chapter  Proceedings,  including  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  1923.  He  senses  from  the  proceedings  a  general 
feeling  of  confidence  for  the  future  of  Capitular  Masonry, 
and  states: 

“It  is  an  inspiration  to  note  how  easily  differences  are  adjusted, 
difficulties  removed  and  barriers  burned  away;  the  outcome  of  the 
true  spirit  of  brotherhood  taught  in  our  work,  and  practiced  by  our 
Companions.” 

The  genial  personality  of  Most  Excellent  Grand  Z,  1925, 
William  GQeorge  Fraser,  greets  the  examiner  of  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  when  opening  the  book. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  William  G.  Fraser,  Nee- 
pawa,  Grand  Z. 

Right  Excellent  Companion  Harry  F.  Moulden,  171 
Market  Street,  Winnipeg,  Grand  Scribe,  E. 

H.  F.  B. 


MARYLAND. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Mary¬ 
land  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Balti¬ 
more,  on  Tuesday,  December  9,  1924,  and  was  opened  in 
Due  Form. 

The  Grand  Representative  of  Pennsylvania,  Companion 
William  Booth  Price,  was  present,  and  was  welcomed 
with  fraternal  greetings. 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  H.  Carroll,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presented  and  read  a  report  that  for  fullness  of  mat¬ 
ter  and  conciseness  in  words  was  ideal.  One  gathers  a  com¬ 
plete  review  of  his  Jurisdiction  and  the  record  of  a  very  busy 
year. 
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His  greeting  to  the  High  Priests  and  the  pointing  out  of 
them  of  their  responsibilities  in  service  and  holy  living  was 
charming. 

A  new  Chapter  was  constituted  at  Pocomoke  City,  to  be 
known  as  Doric  Chapter,  No.  41. 

A  limited  number  of  dispensations  were  granted,  and 
most  of  them  for  a  change  of  meeting  date  an  account  of 
conflicting  times  with  other  Masonic  occasions.  One  dis¬ 
pensation  was  different  and  may  be  of  interest  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vanians.  It  was  granted: 

“To  confer  the  Mark  Master’s,  Past  Master’s,  Most  Excellent 
Master’s  and  Royal  Arch  Degrees  on  a  class  of  fifteen,  provided  that 
a  recess  of  three  hours  be  taken  between  the  Most  Excellent  Master’s 
Degree  and  the  conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  and  the  entire 
time  to  be  devoted  to  the  instruction  of  these  candidates.” 

Wonder  what  the  candidates  did  with  the  balance  of  their 
leisure  time? 

One  decision  was  given  to  a  Chapter  that  had  been  going 
on  the  assumption  that  three  members  were  all  that  were 
necessary  to  open  the  Chapter.  The  decision  under  Mary¬ 
land  is  '‘that  nine  members  are  necessary  to  open  and  close 
a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons.”  The  corrected  Com¬ 
panions  must  have  had  in  mind  Pennsylvania  work. 

The  Board  of  Grand  Inspectors  report  the  subordinate 
Chapters  to  be  in  good  condition  with  finances  in  excellent 
shape.  Marked  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  degree 
work  and  the  new  School  of  Instruction  has  been  given 
much  credit  for  making  the  work  uniform. 

The  Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  is  always  a 
good  one.  And  the  one  this  year,  under  the  direction  of 
Companion  Henry  Branch,  is  admirable.  Pennsylvania 
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receives  a  page  of  selective  review.  We  desire  Companion 
Branch  to  look  through  Pennsylvania's  Proceedings  for 
many  more  years  to  come. 

Membership,  9,494,  a  gain  of  400. 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  P.  Morningstar,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

R.  E.  Companion  Gustav  A.  Eitel,  Grand  Secretary. 

E.  W.  R. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

1924. 

This  Grand  old  Jurisdiction  still  holds  Quarterly  Convo¬ 
cations  in  March,  June,  September  and  December.  How¬ 
ever,  they  call  their  December  one  the  Annual  Grand,  which 
we  think  is  all  right,  and  just  one  ahead  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  has  to  have  an  extra  one  on  December  27th  and  call 
it  the  Annual  Grand,  at  which  we  install  officers. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Massachusetts  for  the  year  1924  are  before  us.  We  believe 
that  we  could  sum  it  all  up  in  a  few  words,  and  say  every¬ 
thing  is  as  it  ought  to  be. 

We  flattered  ourselves  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  of 
Pennsylvania,  by  virtue  of  his  prerogative,  confirmed  by 
the  constitution  of  Grand  Chapter  in  the  most  liberal  terms, 
had  some  authority,  but  when  we  saw  the  Grand  High 
Priest  of  Massachusetts  in  action  we  changed  our  minds. 
Now  these  things  do  not  appear  in  the  proceedings,  but 
they  are  real  truth.  Such  a  well  oiled,  smooth  running 
machine,  under  the  absolute  control  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  we  have  never  witnessed. 
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The  proceedings  are  ornamented  with  a  splendid  engrav¬ 
ing  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Curtis  Chip- 
man.  To  look  at  the  picture  you  would  never  imagine  that 
he  could  run  a  great  Grand  Chapter  like  Massachusetts  all 
by  himself,  but  he  did.  This  is  for  the  information  of  the 
Companions  of  Pennsylvania  who  only  saw  the  Grand  High 
Priest  of  Massachusetts  as  a  most  genial  visitor. 

At  March,  June  and  September  Convocations  routine 
business  is  transacted,  and  any  distinguished  visitors  who 
happen  to  be  in  Boston  are  made  welcome.  We  note  that 
at  the  March  Convocation  last  year  Sir  Alfred  Robbins, 
President  of  the  Board  of  General  Purposes  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  (whatever  that  is),  was  present  and 
made  an  inspiring  address.  This  is  printed  in  full  in  the 
proceedings,  and  is  well  worth  reading.  At  the  September 
Convocation  the  Grand  Chapter  received  and  welcomed  the 
General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
of  the  United  States,  Companion  John  A.  Blake.  This 
was  really  a  home-coming,  for  the  distinguished  Compan¬ 
ion  is  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  Massachusetts.  It  was 
a  delightful  time. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Grand  Con¬ 
vocation  was  held  December  9,  1924.  During  the  day  the 
degrees  were  rehearsed  under  the  direction  of  the  Grand 
Lecturer.  At  the  evening  meeting  Representatives  of  many 
Jurisdictions  were  present.  Eight  Grand  High  Priests  of 
other  Jurisdictions,  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
United  States  and  many  other  Past  Grand  and  elective 
Grand  Officers. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Curtis  Chip- 
man,  delivered  a  splendid  report  of  the  work  during  the 
past  year,  and  included  a  general  review  of  his  work  for 
three  years  as  Grand  High  Priest.  We  get  a  glimpse  of 
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his  ideals  in  the  following,  “No  labor  in  a  common  cause  is 
ever  lost,  no  service  to  humanity  but  brings  its  own  reward, 
no  lofty  and  high-minded  impulse  for  the  betterment  of 
mankind  can  be  other  than  a  beacon  light  to  guide  and 
direct  the  steps  of  those  stirred  by  the  call  to  service  under 
the  banner  of  our  Order.” 

In  speaking  of  dispensations,  he  says,  “the  entire  power 
of  dispensation  must  be  regarded  as  a  sacred  trust,  to  be 
exercised  solely  for  the  benefit  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  as 
a  body,  rather  than  an  instrument  whose  power  is  to  be 
exercised  for  the  convenience  either  of  Chapters  or  candi¬ 
dates,  and  its  use  should  be  most  carefully  guarded  if  its 
value  is  to  be  preserved,  and  our  Constitution  defended.” 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  almost  as  his  last  official 
act,  delivered  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  who  was  a  guest,  a  commission  as  Grand  Represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  with  instructions  to  make 
personal  report  of  his  doings  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  from  time  to  time. 

M.  E.  Companion  Harry  G.  Pollard  was  elected  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest.  He  should  make  a  good  one  if  heredity 
and  parental  training  count.  His  father,  Companion  Ar¬ 
thur  G.  Pollard,  is  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  also  a  Past  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States.  M.  E.  Com¬ 
panion  Harry  G.  Pollard  was  dully  installed  Grand  High 
Priest  by  M.  E.  General  Grand  High  Priest  Companion 
John  Albert  Blake. 

The  Capitular  review  of  the  proceedings  received  up  to 
December  1,  1924,  is  by  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  Companion 
Frederick  T.  Comee.  Like  all  the  work  which  this  dis¬ 
tinguished  Companion  does,  it  is  an  excellent  review. 
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It  is  a  report  written  by  one  who  for  many  years  has 
traveled  the  road,  and  is  familiar  with  it-,  and  is  not  easily 
turned  aside  into  by-paths  which  lead  nowhere.  One  of  the 
most  kindly  critics,  he  frequently  contents  himself  with 
the  remark,  “We  would  not  do  it  that  way  in  Massachu- 
setts.”  New  discoveries  whereby  Free  Masonry  may  in  a 
brief  time  accomplish  its  mission  without  following  the  long 
and  toilsome  road  traveled  by  Masons  toward  perfection 
hold  no  allurements  for  this  seasoned  reviewer.  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  for  1923  is  accorded  a  very  fraternal  review.  Two 
questions  are  propounded  which  we  will  attempt  to  answer. 
He  wonders  why  we  held  a  special  Communication  at  9.30 
A.  M.  instead  of  holding  the  Quarterly  at  that  time.  A 
mere  matter  of  the  Constitution  is  all.  The  Constitution 
of  Grand  Chapter  not  only  designates  the  day,  but  the  hour 
at  which  the  meeting  shall  be  held.  The  Quarterly  for  De¬ 
cember  is  fixed  at  two  o’clock,  and  we  could  not  very  well 
disregard  it.  We  had  the  consideration  of  a  new  Consti¬ 
tution  and  it  could  not  possibly  be  done  after  two  o’clock 
with  the  other  work,  including  election  of  Grand  Officers, 
after  two  o’clock. 

He  notes  that  the  request  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of 
New  York  to  confer  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  upon  a  Most 
Excellent  Master  Mason  of  Jerusalem  Chapter,  of  New 
York,  was  granted.  He  calls  attention  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  providing  that  no 
Chapter  shall  confer  degrees  on  any  but  its  own  petitioners. 
Absolutely  correct.  But  the  Constitution  does  not  limit 
the  power  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest.  It  was  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  presence  and  direction  that  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
was  conferred  at  the  request  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
of  New  York.  The  power  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of 
Pennsylvania  over  the  making  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  or 
indeed  over  the  conferring  of  all  the  degrees,  is  unlimited. 
This  power  we  are  happy  to  record  has  never  been  abused, 
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or  even  criticised  in  Pennsylvania.  All  crticisms  have  come 
from  other  Jurisdictions,  but  we  don’t  mind.  If  we  are 
correctly  informed  the  present  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
will  exercise  this  prerogative  next  week. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Harry  G.  Pollard. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Frederick  T.  Comee. 

J.  M.  C. 


MICHIGAN. 

The  Seventy-seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
was  opened  in  Ample  Form  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the 
city  of  Detroit,  on  Wednesday,  May  20,  1925,  by  M.  E.  Com¬ 
panion  William  E.  Goff,  Grand  High  Priest. 

A  number  of  distinguished  guests  were  present,  and  of 
special  interest  was  the  presence  of  Pennsylvanians  in  the 
persons  of  M.  E.  Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  M.  E.  Companion  Thomas  McConnell, 
Jr.,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  Grand  Treasurer.  It  is  very  true,  as  was 
spoken  in  greeting  to  the  guests,  that: 

“There  is  no  East  or  West,  border,  cradle  nor  birth, 

A  mighty  land  gives  a  welcoming  hand  to  an  honest  man, 
Though  he  comes  from  the  ends  of  the  earth.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  made  very  informal  his  welcome 
to  the  visitors,  and  everyone  was  accosted  by  their  easy 
name.  So  our  Pennsylvanians  were  introduced  as  George 
and  Tom.  This  was  no  handicap  to  Companion  Darrow, 
who  made  a  splendid  address. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  E.  Goff,  Grand  High  Priest, 
read  his  Annual  Address  and  the  report  of  his  official  acts 
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for  the  year.  It  was  a  very  good  report.  It  showed  a  devo¬ 
tion  in  thought  and  a  sacrifice  in  time  to  plan  and  serve  the 
Grand  Chapter  in  such  detail. 

He  was  busy  in  visitations  to  subordinate  Chapters,  and 
gave  much  time  to  visit  other  Grand  Jurisdictions.  He  re¬ 
calls  the  courtesy  and  satisfaction  of  his  visit  to  the  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania.  It  pleased  him  to  learn 
the  dignity  with  which  the  degrees  are  conferred  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Two  dispensations  for  new  Chapters  were  granted;  one 
to  be  known  as  Belding  Chapter,  and  the  other  to  be  known 
as  Composite  Chapter.  Later  in  the  year,  these  Chapters 
were  instituted. 

One  Chapter  was  constituted;  Redford  Chapter,  No.  176, 
at  Redford. 

Under  decisions  he  writes : 

“During  the  year  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  not  to  have  to  make 
any  decisions,  as  all  matters  which  have  come  up  have  been  fully  cov¬ 
ered  by  my  predecessors  in  office,  so  that  no  decisions  on  my  part 
were  necessary.” 

Peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  the  Jurisdiction. 

Michigan  takes  great  interest  in  the  DeMolay,  and  gener¬ 
ous  sums  were  voted  for  work  among  the  boys. 

In  his  recommendations,  the  Grand  High  Priest  asks  that 
all  objectionable  and  rough  features  be  removed  from  the 
Capitular  work.  There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  advantages  to 
be  gained  in  this  higher  standard  of  work.  Few  Jurisdic¬ 
tions  tolerate  the  injection  of  levity,  and  within  two  or 
three  years  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  this  will  be  true 
throughout  all  the  States. 
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Michigan  is  doing  fine  work  and  is  an  example  worthy  of 
emulation. 

We  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  look  into  the  activities 
of  the  several  Grand  Chapters.  Browsing  through  the  rec¬ 
ords  of  Capitular  activities  and  then  to  commentatorially 
pass  the  findings  on  to  our  subordinate  Chapters,  is  a  de¬ 
lightful  work,  and,  we  trust,  a  profitable  labor.  We  cannot 
enter  into  this  fraternal  exchange  with  Michigan,  as  the 
Proceedings  do  not  print  a  Foreign  Correspondence  Report, 
and  the  entire  Craft  is  poorer  for  its  absence  when  we 
think  of  the  gifted  pen  of  the  efficient  Grand  Secretary. 

Membership,  45,810,  a  gain  of  1,994. 

M.  E.  Companion  Harry  Louis  Izor,  Grand  High  Priest. 

E.  Companion  Charles  Arthur  Conover,  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary.  E.  W.  R. 


MINNESOTA. 

The  Sixty-third  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  was 
held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  St.  Paul,  on 
Tuesday,  October  14,  1924. 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  M.  E.  Com¬ 
panion  William  J.  Works,  Grand  High  Priest.  There 
were  present  117  Companions.  Sixty-eight  out  of  eighty- 
four  Chapters  were  represented. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  J.  Works,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presented  a  report  that  covered  a  very  active  year.  It  was 
full  of  detail  and  presented  in  clear,  forceful  style.  His  intro¬ 
duction  recalls  that  sixty-five  years  before,  in  that  very  city, 
twelve  companions  representing  three  Chapters  assembled 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  Grand  Chapter.  He  adds : 
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“We  who  meet  here  today  can  visualize  the  hopes  and  aspirations 
of  these  Companions  who  met  in  these  early  days  and  the  turbulent 
years  following  during  the  Civil  War  period,  when  it  was  difficult 
to  get  a  Constitutional  number  of  Chapters  represented  to  open  a 
Grand  Chapter.” 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year  was  the  Joint  Convo¬ 
cation  held  in  St.  Paul,  on  November  17,  1923.  It  com¬ 
memorated  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  anniversary 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

Sixty-eight  Chapters  joined  in  the  event  by  gathering 
candidates  to  make  up  a  class  of  1,167.  The  report  adds: 

“I  have  noticed  that  the  smaller  Chapters  throughout  the  State 
which  furnished  candidates  to  this  large  class  have  returned  home 
with  renewed  energy,  and,  contrary  to  the  belief  of  some  who  prophe¬ 
sied  that  this  would  end  their  work  for  the  year,  a  great  many  have 
doubled  the  petitions  for  degrees  over  former  years.” 


Three  new  Chapters  were  constituted :  Moose  Lake  Chap¬ 
ter,  No.  94,  at  Moose  Lake;  Border  Chapter,  No.  95,  at 
International  Falls,  and  Monte  Video  Chapter,  No.  90,  at 
Monte  Video. 

Three  dispensations  were  issued :  One  for  the  formation 
of  Hector  Chapter,  at  Hector;  one  for  the  formation  of 
Temple  Chapter,  at  Robbinsdale,  and  one  for  the  formation 
of  Minnehaha  Chapter,  at  Minneapolis. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  was  busy  in  many  visitations. 
That  these  were  not  all  happy  hours  is  detected  in  a  note 
that  on  the  coldest  night  of  the  year  the  heating  system 
went  wrong  at  one  Chapter  hall  and  the  work  was  per¬ 
formed  in  overcoats.  And  the  coldest  night  in  Minnesota 
is  some  cold.  At  another  visitation,  “he  had  no  dinner,  but 
went  from  one  morning  to  the  next  without  being  enter¬ 
tained.” 
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In  order  to  provide  for  the  “letting  down  of  the  bars” 
temporarily  in  order  to  expedite  plans  for  the  Joint  Con¬ 
vocation,  many  special  dispensations  were  granted,  the 
most  for  receiving  and  balloting  on  petitions.  This  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  extra  long  list. 

The  report  gives  attention  to  the  inadequate  system  of 
oversight  as  exercised  by  Grand  Chapter.  This  results  in 
no  work  or  poor  work  in  a  number  of  Chapters.  As  he 
says: 

“Such  Chapters  should  be  put  on  probation"  *  *  *  “in  this 

Chapter  *  *  *  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  a  Companion  to  act 

as  High  Priest."  *  *  *  “No  work  done  during  last  year  or  the 
year  preceding."  *  *  *  “One  Chapter  has  had  the  same  High 
Priest  for  eleven  years,  *  *  *  another  High  Priest  tells  the  Grand 

High  Priest  and  Grand  Chapter  to  ‘mind  their  own  business’.” 

This  part  of  the  message  closes  with  these  hopeful  words : 

“Possibly,  there  are  Chapters  in  the  State  which  are  in  worse  con¬ 
dition  than  these  mentioned." 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  by  Companion 
Charles  S.  Schurman,  is  very  well  written,  and  one  of 
the  best  that  has  come  to  Pennsylvania.  The  space  given 
to  our  Jurisdiction  is  over  two  pages,  and  the  reviewer 
finds  commendation  for  much  of  our  year’s  work. 

Membership,  16,462,  a  gain  of  1,327. 

M.  E.  Companion  Ethan  G.  H.  Adams,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  Fishel,  Grand  Secretary. 


E.  W.  R. 
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MISSISSIPPI. 

The  Seventy-seventh  Annual  Grand  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Mississippi  was 
held  in  the  city  of  Jackson,  on  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty- 
sixth  days  of  February,  1925. 

Grand  Chapter,  with  a  constitutional  quorum  present, 
was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  M.  E.  Companion  Clyde  J. 
Van  Arsdall,  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Grand  Representative  of  Pennsylvania,  M.  E.  Com¬ 
panion  J.  Rice  Williams,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  answered  the  roll. 
Pennsylvania  appreciates  the  faithfulness  of  this  splendid 
Companion  as  Representative. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  the  record  of 
a  very  faithful  year  of  service.  It  makes  very  interesting 
reading,  and  the  detail  shows  good  thinking. 

The  dispensations  that  were  granted  were  for  good  and 
sufficient  reasons.  One  of  them  interests  the  Pennsylvania 
Reviewer.  A  Chapter  was  granted  a  dispensation  for  the 
holding  of  a  special  convocation  for  the  transaction  of  rou¬ 
tine  business  as  “the  Chapter  was  unable  to  get  a  quorum 
on  regular  meeting  night  on  account  of  a  Revival  Service.” 
Up  in  our  neck  of  the  woods,  the  revival  would  be  apt  to 
suffer  the  lack  of  a  male  quorum.  Good  for  Mississippi ! 

Two  Chapters  were  constituted:  One  at  Macon,  to  be 
known  as  Noxubee  Chapter,  and  the  other  at  Richton,  to 
be  known  as  Richton  Chapter. 

The  Jurisdiction  is  dissatisfied  with  the  ritual  for  the 
Royal  Arch  Degree.  The  Grand  High  Priest  has  suggested 
the  sending  to  all  subordinate  Chapters  the  proposed 
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changes,  with  a  request  for  a  vote  on  them.  Seven  changes 
are  suggested.  One  would  rewrite  the  narrative  of  the  jour¬ 
ney  so  as  to  do  away  with  any  rough  road.  Another  change 
would  eliminate  the  vault,  in  order  to  save  time. 

Under  “General  Conditions,”  he  reports  two  troubles: 
“First,  the  innumerable  diversions  which  attract  us  to  other 
things,  and  second,  pure  and  unadulterated  indifference.'' 


Here  is  more  good  reading: 

“How  many  members  of  your  Chapters  are  ‘they’  persons  and 
how  many  are  ‘we’  persons,  and  to  which  class  do  you  belong?  The 
‘theys’  are  known  for  their  words,  for  their  works  are  hard  to  find. 
The  ‘Wes’  venture,  plan,  strive,  and  win  with  glory,  or  turn  defeat 
into  advantage.  The  ‘theys’  venture  nothing,  do  no  work,  unless 
everything  is  arranged  exactly  to  their  liking,  and  even  if  they  win, 
still  they  fail,  for  though  the  ‘theys*  may  share  in  the  fruit  of  the 
*wes’ *  toil,  they  cannot  share  in  the  joy  of  achievement  or  the  power 
that  comes  only  from  whole-hearted  eifort.” 

M.  E.  Companion  George  C.  Myers,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  presents 
another  splendid  Report  on  Correspondence.  Pennsylvania 
is  well  covered,  and  we  thank  him  for  his  good  words.  In 
the  general  survey  he  records: 

“We  find  that  harmony  prevails  in  all  the  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and 
that  there  is  quite  an  improvement  among  High  Priests  and  other 
officers  of  subordinate  Chapters  in  conferring  degrees,  especially  the 
Royal  Arch.  Rough  work  at  the  expense  of  the  candidates  has  to  a 
great  extent  been  eliminated,  and  the  sublime  principles  of  this  degree 
instilled  into  the  hearts  of  the  candidates  as  it  should  be.” 


Pennsylvania  rejoices  in  this  dignified  advance  in  the 
teaching  of  the  Capitular  ideals  and  lessons.  The  work  is 
too  sublime  to  permit  the  continuance  of  diverting  innova¬ 
tions. 
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Membership,  7,729,  a  gain  of  226. 

M.  E.  Companion  F.  F.  Rankin,  Grand  High  Priest. 

M.  E.  Companion  Edward  L.  Faucette,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary.  E.  W.  R. 


MISSOURI. 

The  Seventy-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
was  held  Tuesday,  April  28,  1924,  in  the  Christian  Church, 
in  the  city  of  Excelsior  Springs. 

The  Official  Proceedings  is  a  beautiful  volume.  Seven 
full-page  engravings  adorn  it.  The  picture  of  M.  E.  Com¬ 
panion  Willis  A.  McCullah,  Grand  High  Priest,  shows 
us  a  well  poised  leader.  He  looks  like  a  real  one  and  a 
good  one. 

A  number  of  pages  are  devoted  to  memoirs  of  that  illus¬ 
trious  and  beloved  Mason  of  Missouri,  M.  E.  Companion 
William  F.  Kuhn,  General  Grand  High  Priest.  The  loss 
of  the  fellowship  of  this  distinguished  leader  has  saddened 
the  entire  Capitular  Craft. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion 
Willis  A.  McCullah,  is  a  good  one,  and  is  packed  full  with 
many  activities. 

He  reports  the  consolidation  of  Stanberry  Chapter,  No. 
98,  with  Albany  Chapter,  No.  116,  under  the  name  and 
number  of  Albany  Chapter,  No.  116. 

Delight  and  satisfaction  is  expressed  over  the  reception 
of  the  newly  distributed  new  ritual  by  nearly  all  of  the 
subordinate  Chapters.  The  Committee  has  done  a  fine 
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piece  of  work,  and  the  success  of  the  ritual  is  judged  by 
the  favor  and  popularity  with  which  it  has  been  accepted. 

So,  M.  E.  Companion  McCullah,  you  have  made  bold 
to  break  the  so-called  “Chain  Letters”?  Good  for  you! 
Why  any  sensible  or  any  other  kind  of  a  Mason  persists 
to  pay  postage  for  such  superstitious  nonsense  is  beyond 
the  ken  of  reason.  My  waste  paper  basket  has  gathered 
manifold  threats  of  misfortune. 

He  is  wise  in  asking  for  the  early  record  of  Capitular 
Freemasonry  that  existed  in  his  State  twenty-six  years 
before  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  This  history 
and  traditions  become  more  valuable  each  year,  and  corre¬ 
spondingly  become  more  difficult  to  collect. 

His  record  of  visitations  was  given  in  extended  detail. 
Such  earnest  toil  on  the  part  of  a  Grand  High  Priest 
brings  an  untold  good  to  every  Chapter. 

On  the  condition  of  the  Craft  he  writes : 

“Nearly  all  the  Chapters  are  doing  good  work,  and,  while  the  net 
gain  has  been  below  normal,  yet  the  Craft  are  to  be  congratulated 
that  there  has  been  more  fervency  and  zeal  manifested  to  improve 
in  Freemasonry,  than  to  increase  the  number  of  Freemasons;  to¬ 
gether  with  an  exhibition  of  efficiency  and  emulation,  and  an  honest 
effort  to  see  who  can  ‘best  work  and  best  agree’.” 

And,  so  say  we  all. 

The  Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  has  been  always 
a  delightful  feature.  This  year  it  is  better  than  ever.  It 
is  a  library  of  Capitular  information.  Companion  David 
M.  Wilson  does  his  work  well  and  with  painstaking  thor¬ 
oughness.  Pennsylvania  has  two  and  a  half  pages  in  the 
review. 
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Membership,  35,706,  a  gain  of  620. 

*• 

M.  E.  Companion  Orson  H.  Swearingen,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

M.  E.  Companion  Ray  V.  Denslow,  Grand  Secretary. 

E.  W.  R. 


NEVADA. 

The  Fifty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Nevada 
convened  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Reno,  on 
Tuesday,  June  9,  1925,  and  was  opened  in  Ample  Form. 

The  American  Flag  is  displayed  by  every  Chapter  in  this 
Jurisdiction,  and  one  of  the  features  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  the  reception  of  the  Flag  in  open  Chapter,  and,  under 
escort,  the  placing  of  it  in  the  East. 

The  Representative  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Companion  David  E.  W.  Williamson,  was  pres¬ 
ent.  Companion  Williamson  is  the  E.  Grand  Chaplain  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada. 

The  report  of  M.  E.  Companion  Edward  Barber,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presents  a  very  business  like  view  of  his  year's 
work.  Here  is  one  of  his  splendid  recommendations  : 

“I  recommend  that  every  Chapter  within  our  Jurisdiction  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  put  on  all  of  the  degrees  at  least  once  during  the  Masonic 
Year,  and  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  see  that  this  is  complied 
with.” 

Let  us  quote  his  words  as  to  the  condition  of  the  rite  in 
Nevada: 
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“Capitular  Masonry  is  nearly  at  a  standstill  in  Nevada.  Our  sub¬ 
ordinate  Chapters  are  not  as  active  as  they  should  be,  they  seem  to 

“This  Grand  Chapter  is  partially  to  blame.  Many  of  the  Grand 
High  Priests  that  have  been  elected  have  not  performed  their  duty.” 
have  gotten  into  a  rut,  and  are  not  making  much  effort  to  get  out. 

The  matter  of  a  uniform  ritual  is  a  problem  that  he  has 
undertaken  to  correct.  He  writes : 

“I  hold  that  this  body  is  lax  in  not  adopting  some  one  ritual.  You 
certainly  cannot  expect  your  Grand  High  Priest  to  recognize  all  sorts 
of  rituals,  and,  unless  he  does,  how  can  he  pass  judgment  upon  their 
work?  He  can  enforce  the  essentials  only  as  enumerated  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Grand  Chapter.” 

That  this  unfortunate  condition  in  matter  of  uniform 
work  is  about  to  be  corrected  is  noted  in  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  on  Ritual  to  “select  some  one  ritual  to  be 
used  in  this  Jurisdiction.” 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  from  the  gifted  pen  of 
R.  E.  Companion  Edward  D.  Vanderlieth,  is  the  out¬ 
standing  feature  of  the  year’s  proceedings.  This  good 
Companion  places  the  entire  Capitular  world  in  his  debt. 
The  work  has  the  touch  of  a  master.  His  estimate  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  is  without  flaw.  Of  our  Grand  Secretary,  Joseph 
E.  Quinby,  he  notes  “pep”  and  the  faculty  of  getting  to 
the  spring  of  things.  Of  M.  E.  Companion  John  M.  Core, 
P.  G.  H.  P.,  he  reports  “a  scholarly  looking  Companion, 
who  evidenced  that  he  knew  how.”  And  with  regrets  he 
noticed  the  passing  of  M.  E.  Companion  William  B.  Mere¬ 
dith,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  Pennsylvania’s  well-loved  and  devoted 
Correspondent.  We  appreciate  his  splendid  review  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Membership,  645,  a  gain  of  5. 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  E.  Whitesides,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

R.  E.  Companion  Edward  D.  Vanderlieth,  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary.  E.  W.  R. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE.. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  was  held  in  Freemasons'  Hall,  in  the  city 
of  Concord,  on  Tuesday,  May  19,  1925. 

All  the  Grand  Officers  were  present.  Twenty-two  out 
of  the  twenty-six  Chapters  were  represented.  The  Grand 
Representative  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania  was  not  present. 

A  long  list  of  distinguished  visitors  are  recorded,  and 
we  note  that  M.  E.  Companion  Walton  K.  S wetland, 
Grand  King  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
given  the  Private  Grand  Honors  and  invited  to  the  Grand 
East. 

M.  E.  Companion  Eugene  P.  Hadley,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presented  and  read  his  Annual  Report.  It  is  a  fine  report, 
with  detailed  information  of  almost  every  Chapter  in  the 
Jurisdiction.  He  reported  that  nothing  unusual  had  tran¬ 
spired  during  the  past  year  that  required  special  legisla¬ 
tion.  The  year  was  a  prosperous  one  to  a  majority  of  the 
subordinate  Chapters.  His  report  shows  a  tranquillity 
that  denotes  progress  and  proficiency  in  work.  The  quiet 
year  may  be  the  year  during  which  the  best  building  of 
Masonic  character  and  life  takes  place. 

New  Hampshire  has  a  system  of  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priests,  and  to  them  are  assigned  yearly  a  number  of 
Chapters  for  official  visits.  The  ritual  work  is  good.  The 
official  reports  regret  the  delay  in  furnishing  the  revised 
rituals,  and  predict  even  better  work  when  Chapters  and 
Companions  are  supplied.  A  note  of  interest  is  that  at 
one  Chapter  the  Mark  Master  Mason's  degree  was  con- 
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ferred  on  a  candidate  who  was  over  seventy  years  of  age, 
and  who  had  journeyed  ten  miles  to  reach  the  hall.  After 
the  meeting,  a  lobster  supper  was  served.  Nothing  is 
added  about  the  after-results  to  the  candidate. 


The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  from  the  pen  of 
Companion  Charles  B.  Spofford,  even  surpasses  his  other 
splendid  reports.  He  tells  us  that  Capitular  Masonry  is 
now  quite  a  large  family,  with  a  total  of  877,413  in  the 
United  States  and  134,371  in  foreign  countries.  This  sums 
over  a  million  Companions.  Pennsylvania  receives  three 
pages  of  review,  and  we  appreciate  his  kindly  words  as  to 
our  work  and  worth. 

Membership,  5,886,  a  gain  of  42. 

M.  E.  Companion  Thomas  Fellows  Clifford,  Grand 
High  Priest. 


R.  E.  Companion  Harry  Morrison  Cheney,  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 


E.  W.  R. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Sixty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  New  Jersey  was  convened  at  Trenton,  on 
Wednesday,  May  13,  1925,  and  was  opened  in  Ample 
Form  by  M.  E.  Companion  Fred  E.  Tilden,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Representatives  from  fifty-five  of  the  fifty-seven  char¬ 
tered  Chapters  were  in  attendance. 

The  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  M.  E.  Companion  Albert  Leon,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest,  was  present  at  the  roll  call.  Our  Representative 
presented  distinguished  visitors  from  Pennsylvania:  M. 
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E.  Companion  George  P.  Darrow,  Grand  High  Priest; 
M.  E.  Companion  August  P.  Kunzig,  Grand  Scribe;  M.  E. 
Companion  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr.,  Grand  Treasurer, 
and  M.  E.  Companion  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  Grand  Secretary. 
After  words  of  welcome  and  the  reception  of  honors,  our 
Companions  were  seated  with  the  other  guests. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  held  the 
closest  attention.  It  was  a  masterly  report.  Labor  and 
service  were  packed  in  every  line,  and  the  sweet  fragrance 
of  love  and  devotion  permeated  it  throughout. 

Ad  interim  appointments  were  announced.  Companion 
Woodward  was  appointed  Grand  Treasurer,  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of  Companion  Edward  Mills,  deceased. 
Companion  Abraham  A.  Reger  was  appointed  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Companion  PETER 
McGill,  deceased. 

A  new  Chapter  was  constituted,  to  be  known  as  Palisade 
Chapter,  No.  60,  in  the  Township  of  Grantwood. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  justly  emphasizes  the  need  of 
accurate  work  in  conferring  degrees.  Some  officers  failed 
to  attend  a  District  Grand  Chapter  of  Instruction,  and  he 
said: 

“Ritual  work  is  not  all  there  is  to  Masonry,  but  it  is  a  means  to 
an  end,  and  its  perfection  is  therefore  desirable  in  order  that  we  may 
suitably  impress  candidates  with  the  truths  which  we  seek  to  impart.” 

On  the  happy  fraternal  relations  that  exist  throughout 
the  Craft  he  writes : 

“The  fraternal  relations  existing  for  many  years  between  this  and 
our  Sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  becomes  more  firmly  cemented  with 
the  passing  years.  Nothing  has  arisen  during  the  past  year  to  in¬ 
terrupt  for  a  moment  these  conditions,  and  all  matters  which  have 
been  a  subject  of  correspondence  between  us  have  been  disposed  of 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.” 
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His  record  of  visitations  to  subordinate  Chapters  is  very 
long.  He  was  busy  in  attending  Convocations  in  other 
Jurisdictions,  and  writes  in  very  happy  vein  of  the  visit 
to  Pennsylvania  for  the  Annual  Communication. 

His  judgment  was  true  in  returning  a  proposed  amend¬ 
ment  that  gave  the  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  the  power  to 
change  the  hour  of  opening  a  stated  meeting  to  a  time 
other  than  that  fixed  by  its  By-Laws.  Such  a  power  would 
be  unjust  to  the  members  and  a  movable  time  for  opening 
could  result. 

He  answers  the  question  of  many  Companions  as  to  why 
the  members  fail  to  attend  their  Masonic  bodies.  Here  is 
his  answer  and  remedy: 

“Education  of  our  membership  in  the  symbolism  of  Free  Masonry, 
and  particularly  of  the  Royal  Arch,  would  give  all  our  Companions 
a  clearer  conception  of  the  obligations,  ideals  and  aspirations  of 
Masonry,  and  the  duty  enjoined  thereby  to  God,  our  Country,  and 
our  fellow  man.  Thus,  we  may  confidently  hope  that  with  the  realiza¬ 
tion  of  a  duty  to  be  performed  this  apathetic  indifference  will  vanish, 
and  we  will  become  conscious  that  Masonic  work  does  not  consist 
simply  and  solely  in  conferring  degrees,  but  that  it  is  pre-eminently 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  enjoined  by  its  teaching.  ‘Go  put  your 
creed  into  your  deed’.” 

M.  E.  Companion  Albert  Leon,  P.  G.  H.  P.  in  reading 
his  report  on  the  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  paid  this  tribute 
to  the  worth  of  that  M.  E.  Companion,  Peter  McGill, 
Grand  Secretary.  He  writes : 

“When  I  entered  this  room  and  saw  the  empty  chair  of  my  dear 
departed  friend — your  friend — your  counsellor— -Dr.  Peter  McGill — 
as  I  came  down  the  street  in  the  old  town  of  Trenton  I  saw  a  sign  over 
the  door  of  a  building  which  said  these  words,  ‘Service  above  Self,’ 
and,  my  Companions,  that  typified  the  life  of  Peter  McGill.” 
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Sister  Jurisdictions  appreciated  the  worth  of  this  good 
man,  this  honored  Mason,  this  splendid  ~Grand  Secretary. 

So  many  good  things  were  said  and  done  at  this  Con¬ 
vocation  that  the  limit  of  space  alone  in  this  review  keeps 
them  out. 

Very  late  in  the  Masonic  year  Companion  A.  Boylan 
Fitzgerald  was  called  upon  to  prepare  the  Report  on  For¬ 
eign  Correspondence.  How  he  did  it  in  such  a  short  time 
is  a  wonder.  It  is  a  splendid  report,  and  takes  its  place 
high  in  the  list  of  marked  excellence.  His  review  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  is  kindly  and  helpful. 

Membership,  19,328,  a  gain  of  944. 

M.  E.  Companion  Frank  C.  Sayrs,  Grand  High  Priest. 

M.  E.  Companion  Abraham  A.  Reger,  Grand  Secretary. 

E.  W.  R. 


NEW  MEXICO. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  New  Mexico  was  held  in  Silver 
City,  February  19,  1925,  with  all  the  Grand  Officers  present. 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  10  o’clock 
A.  M.,  with  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  hospitalities  of  the  Companions  of  Silver  City  were 
extended  to  Grand  Chapter  by  Excellent  Companion  John 
W.  Turner. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  was  then 
presented,  which  showed  that  in  addition  to  the  Grand 
Officers  there  were  four  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  fifteen  of  the  eighteen  subordinate  Chap¬ 
ters  present  and  entitled  to  sit  in  Grand  Chapter. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  then  read  his  Annual  Address. 
In  former  years  it  has  been  our  pleasure  to  compliment 
Grand  High  Priests  of  New  Mexico  upon  their  vision  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  as  a  moral  force  among  men,  but  at 
no  time  have  we  read  so  attractive  a  sentiment  as  the  fol¬ 
lowing  extracted  from  the  address  of  Grand  High  Priest 
Bowman  when  he  says: 

“This  age  has  a  distinct  challenge  for  Masonry  in  the  fact  that 
one  of  the  really  great,  grave  problems  it  presents  is  one  that  has  its 
only  solution  in  the  quality  of  the  men  who  determine  its  social,  po¬ 
litical  and  economic  life.  The  man  of  tomorrow  whose  decisions  will 
make  for  devastating  wars  or  constructive  peace  is  in  the  making 
today!  It  is  our  privilege  to  help  determine  his  type.  Our  great 
task  is  that  of  forging  the  bonds  of  union  in  a  brotherhood  spirit  that 
will  draw  and  hold  men  together  whatsoever  may  come  to  pass.  There 
is  a  story  that  three  men,  stone  cutters  all,  were  busy  at  their  toil 
when  a  philosopher  approached  them  in  quest  of  an  insight  into  human 
nature.  ‘What  are  you  doing?’  he  asked  the  three.  T  am  cutting 
stone/  the  first  replied,  dully.  ‘I  am  working  for  three  florins  a  day/ 
the  second  answered  sharply.  But  the  third  man  said  proudly,  ‘I  am 
building  a  cathedral!’  In  the  spirit  of  that  third  stonecutter,  Capitu¬ 
lar  Masonry  is  summoned  to  build  more  than  cathedrals,  for  when 
the  greatest  of  these  shall  have  crumbled  into  dust,  the  spirits  of  just 
men — of  men  of  good  will — will  continue  to  shine  as  the  stars.” 

We  would  not  if  we  could  comment  on  such  fine  senti¬ 
ment  so  well  expressed,  and  our  regret  is  that  it  cannot  be 
spoken  within  the  hearing  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  every¬ 
where.  Numerically,  New  Mexico  is  not  very  strong,  but 
they  can  and  do  produce  the  right  type  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons. 

Under  “Decisions,”  however,  we  are  somewhat  sur¬ 
prised  to  read  that  “a  Masonic  Brother  with  an  artificial 
leg  was  eligible  to  receive  the  Capitular  degrees,  notwith¬ 
standing  his  physical  infirmity.” 

The  reference  to  the  death  of  General  Grand  High  Priest 
William  F.  Kuhn  was  presented  in  appropriate  sentiment 
worthy  of  the  type  of  personality  possessed  by  the  departed 
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General  Grand  High  Priest.  All  in  all,  the  address  was 
among  the  best  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  review. 

Report  of  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  prosperous  and 
healthy  financial  state. 

Report  of  Grand  Secretary  shows  a  gain  of  sixty-eight 
or  about  3 1/2  Per  cent,  over  the  preceding  year.  Only  twenty 
suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues  is  reported. 

> 

One  of  the  features  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  is  the  printing  of  a  complete  roster  of  every  Royal 
Arch  Mason  in  New  Mexico.  This,  of  course,  is  only  pos¬ 
sible  in  a  Grand  Chapter  whose  membership  is  within  the 
limit  of  that  of  New  Mexico. 

Franklin  P.  Kilburn,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Grand  Secretary. 

H.  J.  B. 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

Truly  the  sun  never  sets  upon  the  kingdom  of  Masonry. 
In  attempting  to  write  a  review  of  New  South  Wales  we 
are  forcibly  reminded  of  the  spread  of  the  Fraternity.  We 
are  reminded  also  that  men  on  the  other  side  of  the  world 
from  ourselves  are  kneeling  at  the  same  altar,  taking  upon 
themselves  the  same  vows,  and  are  inspired  by  the  same 
ritual  that  we  practice  and  so  sacredly  guard  and  so  safely 
transmit  to  our  successors. 

Four  Quarterly  Communications  of  the  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  of  New  South  Wales  were  held  in  Sydney,  New 
South  Wales,  during  the  year. 
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Grand  Chapter  was  opened  by  Grand  Z.  M.  E.  Companion 
Aubrey  Holleran  in  Ample  Form  at  8  o’clock,  assisted  by 
his  Grand  Officers.  We  are  attracted  by  this  record,  viz : 

“The  minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Convocation  were  read, 
confirmed  and  signed.”  We  like  the  phraseology. 

The  Quarterly  Convocations  seem  to  be  devoted  entirely 
to  hearing  reports  of  visitations  made  by  Grand  Officers  to 
subordinate  Chapters  and  their  observations  of  the  work¬ 
ing  of  the  bodies  under  their  charge.  The  business  of 
Grand  Chapter  appears  to  be  in  the  hands  of  a  Grand  Com¬ 
mittee,  who  bring  their  report  for  confirmation.  This  ar¬ 
rangement  appears  to  expedite  the  work  of  the  Convoca¬ 
tions,  for  we  note  them  closing  within  an  hour  of  the  time 
of  opening  in  most  reports. 

We  note  the  retirement  of  Grand  Scribe  Ezra,  Ex.  Com¬ 
panion  A.  J.  Burbridgr  after  twenty-nine  years  of  continu¬ 
ous  service  to  Grand  Chapter. 

We  also  note  a  meeting  of  a  subordinate  Chapter  June 
10,  at  which  the  attendance  was  small  owing  to  the  “bitter 
cold”  weather.  This  is  in  marked  contrast  to  us  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  who  are  at  that  season  of  the  year  sweltering  in 
the  heat  of  summer. 

Grand  Chapter  has  under  its  jurisdiction  fifty-three  sub¬ 
ordinate  Chapters,  but  we  failed  to  find  statistics  of  mem¬ 
bership. 

Pennsylvania  seems  to  be  without  a  Representative  to 
this  Grand  Chapter.  We  wonder  why?  In  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  we  also  fail  to 
find  any  review  of  Pennsylvania.  Perhaps  the  printed 
Proceedings  were  not  received  in  time  for  review  before 
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publication  of  your  own  Proceedings.  We  have  profited 
by  a  perusal  of  the  Proceedings  of  New  South  Wales,  and 
have  made  public  reference  to  the  activities  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

M.  E.  Companion  H.  Montgomerie  Hamilton,  Grand 
First  Principal  Z. 

R.  E.  Companion  D.  R.  Hutchinson,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

H.  J.  R. 


NEW  YORK. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Convoca> 
tion  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
State  of  New  York  convened  in  Masonic  Temple,  in  the 
city  of  Albany,  New  York,  Tuesday,  February  3,  1925. 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  10  o'clock 
A.  M.  by  M.  E.  Frederick  L.  Dutcher,  Grand  High  Priest, 
assisted  by  his  Grand  Officers. 

Two  hundred  and  eighteen  of  the  224  subordinate  Chap¬ 
ters  were  represented. 

Most  Illustrious  Joseph  L.  Lockhart,  Grand  Master  of 
the  Grand  Council  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  New  York; 
R.  E.  Cyrus  L.  Barber,  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of  New  York;  Jerome 
Cheney,  Active  Member  for  New  York  of  the  Supreme 
Council,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  M.  E.  William 
E.  Goff,  Grand  High  Priest  of  Michigan,  with  his  asso¬ 
ciates;  R.  E.  Edwin  Smith,  Grand  Third  Principal  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada ;  M.  E.  West 
A.  Trotter,  Grand  High  Priest  of  Delaware,  and  his  asso¬ 
ciates  ;  M.  E.  Fred.  E.  Tilden,  Grand  High  Priest  of  New 
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Jersey,  and  his  associates ;  R.  E.  Companion  Roger  S.  Pike, 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  of  Vermont;  M.  E.  William 
O.  Shelly,  Grand  High  Priest  of  Connecticut,  and  his 
associates;  R.  E.  Donald  E.  Spears,  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  of  Rhode  Island;  M.  E.  Harry  G.  Pollard,  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Massachusetts;  M.  E.  George  P.  Darrow, 
Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  associates, 
and  M.  E.  General  Grand  High  Priest  John  Albert  Blake, 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  U.  S.  A.,  and  his  associates,  were  separately  presented 
and  introduced  and  received  with  Grand  Honors. 

After  the  reception  of  these  most  distinguished  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Frederick  L. 
Dutcher  read  and  submitted  his  annual  address. 

More  than  fifty  pages  of  the  printed  proceedings  are  re¬ 
quired  to  report  his  activities  during  the  year.  It  is  need¬ 
less  to  observe  that  the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Jurisdiction  of  the  Empire  State  is  no  easy  job. 
Eighteen  pages  of  the  report  are  necessary  for  the  record 
on  necrology,  which  again  reminds  us  of  the  rich  harvest 
the  Grim  Reaper  takes  to  himself  annually.  The  loss  of 
Grand  Treasurer  M.  E.  Joseph  A.  Crane,  who  had  served 
the  Grand  Chapter  faithfully  and  well,  will  be  difficult  to 
compensate. 

One  Chapter  was  constituted  during  the  year  and 
authority  given  for  one  to  function  Under  Dispensation. 

He  was  pleased  to  report  that  peace  and  harmony  pre¬ 
vail  between  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York  and  all 
other  Grand  Chapters,  by  which  we  assume  that  they  recog¬ 
nize  the  Treaty  of  Amity  entered  into  between  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  and  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scot¬ 
land,  by  which  fraternal  relationship  was  restored. 
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The  Grand  Chapters  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  were 
given  official  recognition  and  Grand  Representatives  ex¬ 
changed. 

The  record  of  his  visitations  to  Sister  Grand  Chapters,  as 
well  as  to  subordinate  Chapters  of  his  own  Jurisdiction, 
together  with  the  social  activities  demanded  of  him,  shows 
that  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  an  exceedingly  busy  man 
during  his  year  of  office. 

The  reviewer  is  considerably  preplexed  in  reading  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  Grand  Chapters  that  recognize  the  authority 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  appointing  a  Committee  on 
Ritual.  We  have  always  assumed  that  all  Grand  Chapters 
owing  allegiance  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  would  be 
bound  by  the  ritual  approved  by  that  Supreme  Body,  just 
as  all  Grand  Commanderies  observe  the  ritual  promulgated 
by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  of  U.  S.  A. 
We,  however,  find  Grand  Chapters  promulgating  their 
own  ritual  without  reference  to  the  General  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter.  And  so,  in  the  address  of  Grand  High  Priest  Butcher, 
we  find  an  invitation  to  attend  the  presentation  of  the  Royal 
Arch  degree  as  prepared  by  the  Committee  on  Ritual.  This 
seems  to  us  like  a  strange  procedure.  Does  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  not  have  authority  over  the  ritual  ?  Or  does 
it  not  promulgate  one? 

More  adequate  quarters  for  the  Convocations  of  Grand 
Chapter  continues  to  be  a  perplexing  question. 

Grand  Chapter  was  called  from  labor  to  refreshment  at 
1.40  o’clock  P.  M.  until  8  P.  M.,  when  the  revised  Royal 
Arch  Degree  was  exemplified  and  later  adopted  by  Grand 
Chapter  as  the  authorized  ritual  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

The  session  of  Wednesday,  February  4,  1925,  was  de¬ 
voted  to  the  election  and  installation  of  Grand  Officers  and 
the  presenting  of  reports  of  Committees  having  in  charge 
the  real  work  of  Grand  Chapter. 
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The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  submitted  by 
Companion  Arthur  Warren,  and  is  especially  well  pre¬ 
pared. 

Membership,  69,906. 

John  F.  Birmingham,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Charles  C.  Hunt,  Grand  Secretary.  H.  J.  B. 


NEW  ZEALAND. 

The  Thirty-third  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Supreme 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  New  Zealand  was  held  in 
the  Hinemoa  Masonic  Temple,  Wellington,  New  Zealand, 
February  4,  1925,  at  2.30  P.  M. 

Its  transactions  came  to  our  desk  in  a  neat  little  volume 
having  upon  its  first  page  a  photograph  of  M.  E.  Compan¬ 
ion  George  Russell,  First  Grand  Principal  Z.  for  1925- 
1926.  After  the  reception  of  the  Grand  Officers  the  Grand 
Chapter  was  opened  in  form ,  according  to  ancient  custom 
and  with  solemn  prayer.  We  rather  like  the  phraseology 
used  to  record  that  transaction.  It  is  different  from  any 
other  we  have  the  privilege  to  review. 

It  was  noted  with  regret  that  M.  E.  Companion  S.  S. 
Allen,  First  Grand  Principal  Z.,  was  detained  at  his  home 
owing  to  sudden  and  serious  illness  in  his  family. 

One  hundred  and  twelve  representatives  from  forty-four 
subordinate  Chapters  answered  to  roll  call. 

The  important  item  of  the  meeting  seemed  to  be  the  Re¬ 
port  of  the  Supreme  Committee.  During  the  year  this 
Committee  convened  on  five  separate  occasions.  This  seems 
analagous  to  the  Quarterly  communications  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Under  the  heading  of  “Progress  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
in  the  Jurisdiction,”  they  report  a  membership  of  3,627,  a 
gain  of  433  during  the  year.  Seven  new  Chapters  were 
duly  constituted  and  consecrated,  which  gives  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  New  Zealand  fifty-six  subordinate  Chapters 
under  its  Jurisdiction.  The  report  further  says  that,  “the 
prosperity  of  the  Capitular  Craft  has  been  more  than  main¬ 
tained  during  the  year  under  review,”  and  further  wisely 
“recognizes  that  a  Chapter  launched  under  adverse  condi¬ 
tions  may  prove  a  hindrance  instead  of  a  source  of  strength 
to  the  Craft  in  general.” 

\ 

A  very  pleasing  incident  was  the  recommendation  to  con¬ 
fer  an  honorary  title  upon  R.  E.  Companion  Frederick 
Kearsley,  of  Auckland,  in  recognition  of  his  services  to 
Capitular  Masonry.  The  discussions  on  the  different  clauses 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  interesting  reading. 

The  suggestion  of  “next  place  of  meeting”  developed  con¬ 
siderable  difference  of  opinion,  chiefly,  it  seemed,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  expense  incurred  and  the  tax  needed  to  pay 
the  bill.  We  assume  that  it  is  on  account  of  the  great  dist¬ 
ances  necessary  to  cover  that  makes  meetings  of  Grand 
Chapter  in  some  places  so  much  more  expensive.  Living 
at  a  distance  of  15,000  miles  from  New  Zealand  we  had  not 
thought  of  distance  being  an  item  of  expense.  The  extent 
of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  New  Zealand  is  a  closed  book 
to  us.  The  address  of  the  First  Grand  Principal  is  an  inau¬ 
gural  rather  than  a  review  of  work  done  as  we  observe  it 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  address  of  M.  E.  Companion  Russell 
rings  true  to  the  best  traditions  of  those  entrusted  with 
the  fortunes  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  their  respective 
Jurisdictions.  After  referring  to  a  Past  Grand  Z.  who, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  87  years,  always  attended  the  instal¬ 
lations  as  an  example  from  whom  all  may  learn  a  lesson, 
he  says  “Masonry  is  worthy  of  our  best,  and  if  we  give  it 
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our  best  efforts  we  shall  be  well  repaid.”  The  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  New  Zealand  surely  has  a  fertile  field,  when  only 
16  per  cent,  of  Master  Masons  within  its  Jurisdiction  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  Royal  Arch.  He 
says:  “If  our  Companions  would  occasionally  speak  about 
their  Chapter” — why  occasionally?  Why  not  constantly? 
No  one  need  offer  any  apologies  for  Capitular  Masonry. 
It  is  the  summit  and  perfection  of  the  Royal  Art.  Maybe  it 
is  our  lack  of  enthusiasm  that  explains  something  of  the 
loss  of  interest  in  its  privileges. 

After  the  reading  of  the  inaugural  address  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  was  closed  in  ample  form. 

George  Russell,  Grand  First  Principal. 

C.  W.  Neilson,  Grand  Scribe  E.  H.  J.  B. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Seventy-seventh  Annual  Conclave  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  North  Carolina  convened  in  the 
city  of  Gastonia,  N.  C.,  Tuesday  evening,  May  12,  1925. 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  7.30  o’clock, 
with  all  the  Grand  Officers  and  thirty-five  of  the  fifty-nine 
constituent  Chapters  in  attendance.  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  O.  Frank  Hart,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South 
Carolina;  Past  Grand  High  Priest  John  H.  Anderson,  of 
Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  who  is  also  General  Grand  Master  of 
the  Third  Vail  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  U.  S. 
A.,  were  separately  introduced  and  received  with  Masonic 
Honors. 

After  the  reception  of  these  distinguished  men  and  the 
Roll  Call  of  the  Representatives  of  Sister  Jurisdictions, 
Grand  High  Priest  E.  Rowley  Hampton  read  his  annual 
address. 
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Serious  illness  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  limited  his  abil¬ 
ity  to  serve  Grand  Chapter  as  he  had  hoped  to  do,  but  we 
were  pleased  to  learn  of  his  return  to  normal  health.  Re¬ 
gardless  of  this  handicap  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  year  show  that  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  North 
Carolina  are  an  enthusiastic  and  zealous  body  of  men. 

Four  dispensations  were  necessary  for  Chapters  failing 
to  hold  election  and  installation  of  officers  “on  account  of 
not  having  a  quorum  at  the  Regular  Annual  Convocation.” 
It  seems  to  the  reviewer  that  these  Chapters  needed  some 
form  of  discipline  in  addition  to  a  dispensation.  Two  dis¬ 
pensations  were  refused. 

Seven  commissions  were  issued  to  Representatives  to 
other  Grand  Chapters. 

Dispensation  was  issued  for  the  Constitution  of  one  new 
Chapter. 

Evidently  physical  fitness  is  not  a  requisite  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  North  Carolina  for  the  Capitular  degrees  when 
the  case  of  a  Brother  with  only  one  leg  is  covered  by  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws,  and  the  Brother  exalted  to  the 
Supreme  degree  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

The  Brother  is  fortunate  not  to  live  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  such  disability  would  disqualify.  We  most  heartily 
commend  the  regulation  demanding  a  certificate  of  pro¬ 
ficiency  in  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  before  it  is  possible  to 
petition  either  the  Capitular  or  Scottish  Rite  Bodies.  We 
have  read  with  deep  interest  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Educational  Loan  Fund. 

This  is  a  movement  that  possesses  more  real  merit  than 
any  other  thing  Masonry  has  ever  undertaken  to  do.  It  is 
doing  a  work  that  builds  for  the  future  by  equipping  both 
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young  men  and  young  women  for  the  ever  expanding  activi¬ 
ties  of  their  mature  years.  Money  cannot  be  contributed 
to  a  more  worthy  fund,  nor  can  it  be  expended  in  a  more 
constructive  way.  The  developing  of  a  high  type  of  man¬ 
hood  and  womanhood  for  the  years  just  ahead  of  us  is  a 
most  glorious  privilege. 

By  the  statistical  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  we  note 
a  net  increase  in  membership  of  eleven  for  the  year.  We 
also  note  that  the  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues 
almost  equal  the  number  of  exaltations  for  the  year.  In 
our  reviews  of  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions 
it  has  been  our  privilege  to  read  we  have  been  surprised 
at  the  large  number  of  members  dropped  from  the  rolls  of 
subordinate  Chapters  for  this  one  cause  alone.  Some  more 
vital  reason  than  those  that  can  be  attributed  to  local 
causes  must  be  sought  in  explanation  for  this  widespread 
indifference.  Can  it  be  that  Capitular  Masonry  is  losing 
its  attractiveness  for  men — or  that  those  who  are  entrusted 
with  its  destinies  are  careless  and  indifferent  to  their  trust? 
We  believe  that  the  real  explanation  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  immediately  following  the  war  period  we  exalted 
them  too  rapidly,  out  of  a  sentiment,  rather  than  by  a  ju¬ 
dicious  selection  of  petitioners  presented  to  us  for  our  ap¬ 
proval,  and  that  we  are  now  reaping  the  harvest  of  our 
carelessness. 

The  Report  of  Foreign  Correspondence  prepared  by  Com¬ 
panion  J.  Edward  Allen  surpasses  anything  of  the  kind 
we  have  ever  read.  Our  own  effort  must  seem  puerile  and 
of  little  consequence  when  compared  with  the  wonderful 
work  of  Companion  Allen. 

The  Proceedings  of  North  Carolina  for  1925  will  be  laid 
up  for  our  own  use  in  the  future,  and  we  want  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  say  to  Companion  Allen  that  we  shall  freely 
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use  much  of  his  excerpting  in  our  work.  He  has  given 
Pennsylvania  generous  and  gracious  notice,  for  which  we 
thank  him. 

Membership,  8,133. 

James  W.  Payne,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  B.  Griggs,  Grand  Secretary.  H.  J.  B. 


NORTH  DAKOTA. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  North  Dakota  was  held 
January  20  and  21,  1925,  at  Bismarck,  N.  D. 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  10  o'clock 
by  M.  E.  Companion  John  A.  Graham,  Grand  High  Priest, 
assisted  by  his  Grand  Officers.  Companion  Moulden,  Grand 
Scribe  E.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Manitoba;  R.  E.  Sir 
Otto  Bauer,  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Command- 
ery,  Knights  Templar  of  North  Dakota,  and  E.  Companion 
Richard  E.  Wenzel,  M.  I.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Council  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  were  separately  intro¬ 
duced  and  received  with  Grand  Honors. 

After  the  preliminary  work  of  organization  had  been 
finished  and  the  reports  of  its  Committees  received,  Grand 
Chapter  was  called  from  labor  to  refreshment  until  1.45 
P.  M. 

At  the  appointed  hour  Grand  Chapter  was  again  called 
to  labor,  when  M.  E.  Companion  John  A.  Graham,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presented  his  annual  address. 

He  sounded  a  note  of  encouragement  by  declaring  that 
“in  my  opinion  Grand  Chapter  is  about  to  enter  a  period 
of  growth  and  prosperity  which  nothing  in  the  past  will 
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equal.”  We  admire  such  enthusiasm,  and  sincerely  hope 
that  his  forecast  may  be  realized  in  full  measure.  Depres¬ 
sion  throughout  the  State  on  account  of  scarcity  of  crops 
seems  to  have  seriously  affected  the  prosperity  of  the  sub¬ 
ordinate  Chapters. 

A  very  small  numerical  gain  in  membership  is  empha¬ 
sized.  By  the  record  it  appears  that  ten  was  the  net  gain, 
and  that  during  the  years  1923  and  1924  the  number  sus¬ 
pended  for  non-payment  of  dues  totalled  119.  Suspen¬ 
sions  for  this  cause  seems  to  be  as  serious  a  problem  in 
North  Dakota  as  it  has  been  found  in  some  other  Grand 
Jurisdictions  which  we  have  reviewed. 

A  number  of  dispensations  were  granted,  all  of  which 
appeared  to  be  necessary. 

One  new  Chapter  was  instituted  and  dedicated  and  had 
its  charter  delivered. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota  seems  to  have  rec¬ 
ognized  the  authority  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  to  re¬ 
establish  fraternal  relationship  with  the  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  of  Scotland  for  Grand  Chapters  owing  allegiance 
to  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  Fraternal  recognition  was 
also  extended  to  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Queens¬ 
land,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Manitoba  and  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Saskatchewan. 

York  Rite  festivals  receives  the  approval  and  support  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest.  This  may  be  beneficial  in  other 
Jurisdictions,  but  entirely  impracticable  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  several  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  pre¬ 
sented  encouraging  reports  of  the  interest  manifest  through¬ 
out  the  entire  Jurisdiction,  even  if  numerical  gains  have 
been  small.  Grand  Chapter  was  called  to  labor  for  its  sec¬ 
ond  day's  session  at  9.30  A.  M.,  January  21,  1925. 


1925] 


207 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

B 


Reports  of  various  standing  Committees,  which  were 
full  of  interesting  data,  and  the  election  and  installation  of 
Grand  Officers,  consumed  the  entire  day. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspond¬ 
ence  was  presented  by  M.  E.  Companion  E.  George  Guth¬ 
rie.  It  covers  eighty-four  pages  of  the  printed  proceedings, 
and  is  exceptionally  well  executed.  Pennsylvania,  as  well 
as  the  reviewer,  receives  gracious  notice,  for  which  we 
thank  him. 

Membership,  4,168. 

M.  E.  Companion  Walter  T.  Johnston,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

M.  E.  Companion  Walter  L.  Stockwell,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary.  H.  J.  B. 


NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  Fifty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Nova  Scotia  was  held  in  the 
New  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
on  Tuesday,  June  9,  A.  D.  1925. 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  the  Most 
Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.  Among 
the  distinguished  visitors  present  was  M.  E.  Companion 
William  H.  Smith,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  New  Brunswick,  who  was  received  with  Grand 
Honors. 

After  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  was 
submitted  and  the  Committees  having  in  charge  the  work 
of  the  Convocation  were  appointed  the  Grand  High  Priest 
delivered  his  annual  address. 
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By  way  of  introduction  he  said : 

‘“Today  we  have  the  pleasure  and  honor  of  being  the  first  Grand 
Body  to  hold  its  Annual  Meeting  in  this  New  Masonic  Temple,  the 
pride  and  joy  of  our  esteemed  Brethren  of  Halifax,” 

and  continues  by  saying  that 

“Our  especial  point  of  interest  in  connection  with  this  Masonic 
Temple  today  will  be  the  placing,  with  due  ceremony,  in  its  position 
at  the  entrance  to  the  Chapter  Room,  the  KEYSTONE  from  King 
Solomon’s  Quarries,  presented  to  this  Grand  Chapter  at  our  last 
Annual  Convocation  by  R.  E.  Companion  R.  V.  Harris.” 

Under  the  heading  of  “Reunions”  he  advises  that  they 
be  held  in  several  Districts  throughout  the  Jurisdiction 
rather  than  at  one  central  point,  and  that  to  different  Chap¬ 
ters  be  assigned  the  duty  of  conferring  the  several  degrees. 

This  procedure  has  been  found  highly  beneficial  and 
successful  in  Pennsylvania,  and  has  had  the  effect  of  stimu¬ 
lating  a  renewed  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry.  We  most 
heartily  approved  the  following  sentiment : 

“I  would  urge  the  necessity  of  abiding  strictly  by  the  ritual  *  *  * 
if  these  degrees  are  to  be  placed  in  the  position  they  deserve.  *  *  * 

I  can  tell  you  from  actual  knowledge  that  you  will  not  induce  men 
who  are  worth  while,  to  come  and  remain  workers  in  Capitular 
Masonry  by  making  them  the  subjects  of  ‘tom  fool’  tricks.  Those 
who  want  that  kind  of  thing  can  find  it  outside  of  Masonry,  but  it 
has  no  place  in  a  degree  of  the  historic  value  and  spiritual  significance 
of  the  Royal  Arch.” 


Under  “Condition  of  the  Craft,”  he  says : 

“In  some  Chapters  a  definite  system  of  study  has  been  organized, 
while  in  others  excellent  papers  have  been  prepared  which  have  been 
enjoyed  by  the  various  Chapters.” 
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In  our  humble  opinion  no  wiser  nor  more  practical  effort 
could  be  undertaken.  Our  experience  and  observation  im¬ 
presses  us  with  this  truth,  that  the  thing  that  the  great 
majority  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  need  more  than  any  other 
matter  is  a  knowledge  of  the  intent  and  purpose  of  Capitu¬ 
lar  Masonry.  They  do  not  learn  it  from  the  ritual,  and  it 
is  only  from  the  lips  or  the  pen  of  skillful  craftsmen  that 
such  knowledge  can  ever  be  acquired. 

Under  “Special  Legislation”  we  are  somewhat  surprised 
to  read  that  action  is  advised  “making  it  compulsory  for  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  to  remain  a  subscribing  member  of  a 
Blue  Lodge.”  By  a  “subscribing  member”  we  assume  is 
meant,  one  who  keeps  his  dues  paid  up  and  thus  continues 
to  remain  in  good  Masonic  standing.  How  anyone  could 
cease  to  be  a  member  of  a  Blue  Lodge  from  any  cause  and 
still  remain  in  good  standing  in  another  Masonic  Body  of 
any  grade  or  name  we  do  not  quite  understand,  or  why  any 
supplementary  law  is  necessary.  Again — we  do  not  quite 
grasp  the  wisdom  of  a  compulsory  one  month  elapsing  be¬ 
tween  the  election  and  the  installation  of  any  officer.  We 
should  be  glad  to  know  the  motive  of  such  legislation.  The 
entire  address,  read  in  conjunction  with  the  reports  of  the 
Grand  Superintendents,  shows  Royal  Arch  Masonry  to  be 
a  real  live  force  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Report  of  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  very  healthy  finan¬ 
cial  condition  in  contrast  to  the  statistical  report  of  Grand 
Secretary  which  shows  a  loss  of  twenty-one  in  membership 
chiefly  from  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

The  Historical  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  previ¬ 
ous  to  placing  the  KEYSTONE  in  position  contained  data 
of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  student  of  Free  Masonry. 
We  congratulate  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia  upon 
its  honorable  historical  background. 
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The  Report  of  Foreign  Correspondence  covers  140  pages 
and  is  exceptionally  well  written.  Fifty-nine  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters  are  reviewed,  among  which  Pennsylvania  receives  most 
gracious  notice. 

M.  E.  Companion  Pius  J.  D.  Otto,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Companion  Brenton  F.  Porter,  Grand  Secretary. 

H.  J.  B. 


OHIO. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Annual  Convocation  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  was  held  in  Scottish  Rite  Cathedral,  417  Broadway, 
Cincinnati,  October  1  and  2,  1924. 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  at  9.30  A.  M.  by  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  John  P.  Kuhns,  assisted  by  his  Grand  Officers. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  197  of  the  206 
Chapters  represented,  and  that  all  of  the  Past  Grand  High 
Priests  were  present  but  one,  who  was  detained  on  account 
of  illness. 

We  cannot  pass  by  this  incident  without  comment.  In 
our  experience  we  have  never  before  read  of  so  many  Past 
Grand  Officers  present  at  the  opening  of  a  Grand  Chapter. 
The  Past  Grand  High  Priests  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Ohio  must  be  a  body  of  men  deeply  saturated  with  zeal  for 
the  fraternity. 

After  the  announcement  of  the  various  Committees 
necessary  to  execute  the  work  of  Grand  Chapter,  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  submitted  his  annual  address.  It  is  a 
voluminous  and  detailed  report  of  his  year  of  stewardship 
as  the  titular  head  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  great 
State  of  Ohio,  and  covers  sixty  pages  of  the  printed  proceed¬ 
ings.  He  says: 
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“We  have  endeavored  to  uphold  the  banner  and  carry  forward  the 
work  of  Capitular  Masonry  to  the  glory  of  the  Great  Jehovah  and 
for  the  service  of  our  fellowmen.” 

The  success  with  which  he  has  accomplished  this  high 
ideal  has  been  due  to  much  sacrifice  and  painstaking  effort 
on  his  part,  which  he  reveals  in  the  following  sentiment : 

“We  all  know  what  is  expected  of  us;  we  all  know  that  there  are 
certain  duties  to  perform,  and  that  there  are  times  when  the  per¬ 
formance  of  these  duties  is  a  hard  and  difficult  matter,  and  that 
personal  sacrifice  is  often  necessary  to  carry  them  out/' 

Any  man  in  any  station  of  life  who  approaches  duty  and 
responsibility  with  such  a  resolution  in  mind  must  achieve 
marked  success  as  the  product  of  his  effort. 

The  following  paragraph  of  his  address  is  worthy  of  full 
quotation. 

“Our  duties  do  not  alone  mean  the  keeping  of  certain  obligations 
strictly  in  the  letter  and  not  in  the  spirit.  We  must  not  forget  our 
duty  includes  that  we  must  carry  out  the  brotherhood  idea  in  its 
fullest  meaning  and  that  to  be  attentive  is  but  a  means  of  furthering 
this  idea.  In  no  better  way,  therefore,  can  we  support  this  principle 
than  by  an  active  interest  in  our  Chapters,  by  attending  the  meetings 
regularly,  meeting  our  Companions  personally,  giving  a  proper  sup¬ 
port  to  our  officers  who  are  intrusted  with  carrying  out  the  work, 
and,  lastly,  by  carrying  home  with  us  a  solemn  resolve  to  put  into 
daily  practice,  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  the  great  moral  principles 
which  we  hear  recited  in  the  Chapter  room.” 

The  sentiment  of  fidelity  and  loyalty  to  our  obligations 
that  he  so  concisely  expresses  is  the  crying  need  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  everywhere. 

The  division  of  the  Jurisdiction  into  a  number  of  Dis¬ 
tricts,  and  each  supervised  by  a  District  Inspector,  seems 
to  meet  with  much  favor.  This  same  system  has  been  in 
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vogue  in  Pennsylvania  for  many  years,  to  the  entire  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Chapter.  Closer 
supervision  of  the  affairs  of  the  Chapter,  and  greater  uni¬ 
formity  of  ritual,  are  among  the  reasons  urged  for  the 
continuance  of  the  system. 

Four  new  Chapters  were  consecrated  and  constituted 
during  the  year,  and  authority  given  for  three  additional 
ones  to  work  under  dispensation. 

Twenty  dispensations  for  various  urgent  reasons  were 
issued  to  subordinate  Chapters. 

A  number  of  fraternal  courtesies  were  requsted  of  and 
extended  to  other  Jurisdictions,  but  we  find  none  for  or 
from  Pennsylvania. 

Fraternal  recognition  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Saskatche¬ 
wan  was  granted. 

The  complete  text  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity  between  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter 
of  Scotland  is  the  first  we  have  seen.  In  the  printed  pro- 
cedings,  is  a  splendid  idea,  and  it  occurs  to  the  reviewer 
it,  but  no  text  was  published. 

After  the  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Grand 
Secretary  was  received  Grand  Chapter  recessed  until  the 
following  day. 

Promptly  at  8.30  o'clock,  Thursday  morning,  October  2, 
1925,  Grand  Chapter  again  convened  and  proceeded  to  the 
business  part  of  the  Convocation. 

The  “Memorial  Tablets,"  published  as  a  part  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings,  is  a  splendid  idea,  and  it  occurs  to  the  reviewer 
that  other  Grand  Chapters  should  adopt  the  same  plan. 
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The  Memorial  covers  thirty-five  pages  of  the  proceedings, 
and  shows  the  toll  the  “grim  reaper”  has  exacted  from 
Grand  Chapter  during  the  year. 

The  Report  of  Officers  of  the  Masonic  Homes  of  Ohio 
shows  the  wonderful  activity  of  Ohio  Masonry  in  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  homeless  and  helpless,  the  aged  and  infirm. 
The  cuts  of  the  several  buildings  and  their  surroundings 
are  most  attractive. 

> 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  presented  by 
M.  E.  Companion  William  A.  Belt.  It  is  especially  well 
prepared  and  Pennsylvania  is  given  gracious  comment. 

Membership,  77,224. 

Robert  E.  Lee,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Edwin  Hagenbaugh,  Grand  Secretary. 

H.  J.  B. 


OKLAHOMA. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Oklahoma,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  assembled  in 
the  Masonic  Hall,  at  Cushing,  Oklahoma,  April  22,  1925. 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  9  A.  M., 
with  all  the  Grand  Officers  present.  Ill.  Companion  John 
A.  Walker,  Ill.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  Royal 
and  Select  Masters  of  Oklahoma;  R.  E.  Sir  Charles  W. 
Tedrowe,  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
Knights  Templar  of  Oklahoma,  and  Ill.  Companion  Bert  S. 
Lee,  Grand  Master  of  the  General  Grand  Council  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  were 
separately  introduced  and  received  with  appropriate  honors. 
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After  the  reception  of  these  distinguished  visitors,  and 
the  address  of  welcome  by  Companion  Bert  W.  Salmon, 
the  Grand  High  Priest  read  his  annual  address. 

It  was  a  full  and  complete  resume  of  his  activities  in  the 
interest  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Oklahoma  during  his  year 
of  stewardship. 

Peace  and  harmony  reigned  throughout  the  entire  Juris¬ 
diction.  One  new  Chapter  was  constituted  during  the  year. 

Under  “Decisions  and  Interpretations,”  he  wisely  says : 

“It  has  been  my  own  invariable  custom  in  the  consideration  of 
matters  affecting  the  rights,  privileges  and  duties  of  Master  Masons, 
when  in  apparent  conflict  with  some  technical  law,  to  give  first  im¬ 
portance  to  the  interests  of  the  Master  Mason  rather  than  to  some 
official  or  unofficial  interpretation  of  the  law.” 

Under  “Increase”  he  reports  a  general  falling  off  in  mem¬ 
bership,  owing  largely  to  suspension  for  non-payment  of 
dues.  In  this  matter  his  opinion  concurs  with  our  own  that 
it  “is  only  the  process  of  elimination  after  banner  years, 
and  while  we  are  losing  some  members,  we  may  feel  some 
satisfaction  that  we  are  retaining  Royal  Arch  Masons.” 

This  we  thoroughly  believe,  for  we  hold  that  Capitular 
Masonry  will  be  a  greater  force  in  the  Masonic  world  with 
small  number  of  ardent  followers  than  with  a  host  of  in¬ 
different  members. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  we  read  that  there 
were  1,079  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues  in  the  past 
two  years.  This  totals  about  9  per  cent,  of  the  entire  mem¬ 
bership.  The  explanation  for  this  large  delinquency  can¬ 
not  justly  be  said  to  be  entirely  due  to  indifference  on  the 
part  of  Secretaries  of  subordinate  Chapters.  While  a  part 
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of  the  burden  is  due  to  the  Secretary,  it  still  remains  true 
that  we  all  made  Royal  Arch  Masons  too  fast  a  few  years 
ago.  Our  sentiments  superseded  our  judgment  in  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  petitioners,  and  now  that  the  novelty  for  additional 
degrees  has  worn  off,  those  we  hastily  approved  and  exalted 
are  revealing  their  true  motive  in  seeking  Capitular  dis¬ 
tinction. 

We  were  interested  in  reading  the  report  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Education.  Oklahoma  is  certainly  making  rapid 
strides  in  the  work  of  their  educational  programme. 

We  regret  the  retirement  of  Companion  William  Noble 
from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence.  We  had  cultivated 
a  high  regard  for  the  manner  in  which  he  conducted  his 
labors.  Our  sincere  good  wishes  are  his  in  the  new  and 
distinguished  position  he  now  occupies.  His  report  for 
1925  covers  nearly  100  pages  of  the  printed  proceedings. 
In  it  Pennsylvania  receives  most  courteous  notice. 

He  asks :  “What’s  the  use  of  Quarterly  Communications, 
anyway?”  Read  the  report,  Companion,  or,  better,  come 
into  Pennsylvania  some  time  and  note  the  volume  of  work 
done.  With  respect  to  elections  at  the  legally  required  time 
we  can  assure  the  good  Companion  that  in  Pennsylvania 
they  are  “held  on  time,”  and  that  the  High  Priest  of  every 
Chapter  is  installed  on  or  before  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s 
Day  annually,  under  penalty  of  forfeiting  his  membership 
in  Grand  Chapter.  Masonic  law  in  Pennsylvania  in  this 
matter  is  like  the  law  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  which 
changeth  not. 

Membership,  1925,  14,420. 

Charles  E.  Greager,  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  A.  Scott,  Grand  Secretary. 


H.  J.  B. 


216 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1925 


OREGON. 

The  proceedings  for  1925  is  an  attractive  volume  that  has 
as  an  introduction  a  biographical  sketch  of  Grand  High 
Priest  H.  Wayne  Stanard.  This  is  followed  by  a  report 
of  two  meetings  of  the  Trustees  held  during  the  year  for 
the  purpose  of  transacting  such  affairs  of  Grand  Chapter 
as  might  be  presented  to  them.  Then  follows  the  report  of 
three  Special  Convocations  of  Grand  Chapter  held  during 
the  year  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  subordinate  Chap¬ 
ters. 

The  Sixty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Oregon  was  held  in  Washing¬ 
ton  Masonic  Temple,  Portland,  Oregon,  April  13,  1925. 
Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  10.30  o'clock 
A.  M.  with  all  the  Grand  Officers  and  thirty-four  of  the 
forty  constituent  Chapters  represented. 

After  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  was 
presented,  and  the  appointment  of  the  various  Committees 
for  the  present  Convocation,  Grand  High  Priest  Companion 
H.  Wayne  Stanard  presented  his  annual  address. 

The  subject  matter  dealt  largely  with  his  activities  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  In  a  former  review  we  warmly  commended 
the  agreement  entered  into  between  the  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  State  of  Oregon  and  the  Inspector  General  of  the 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  that  obedience  relative 
to  the  requirements  for  ritualistic  proficiency  of  Master 
Masons  who  might  desire  to  petition  for  degrees  in  either 
a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  or  in  the  bodies  of  the 
Scottish  Rite.  We  were  disappointed  to  read  the  abroga¬ 
tion  of  that  agreement,  for  we  believed  then  and  still  be¬ 
lieve  it  was  a  wise  requirement.  And  yet,  if  we  have  cor¬ 
rectly  interpreted  the  action,  it  was  taken  because  the 
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Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of 
Oregon  at  its  Seventy-third  Annual  Convocation  adopted  a 
code  embodying  the  same  provision.  We  fail  to  understand 
how  Grand  Lodge  can  pass  legislation  governing  require¬ 
ments  for  petitioners  to  other  bodies,  either  Masonic  or 
otherwise. 

Six  special  dispensations  for  sufficient  cause  were 
granted. 

Only  one  incident  arose  requiring  decision  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  which  was  correctly  rendered  as  we,  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  construe  Masonic  law. 

We  are  completely  “in  the  dark”  with  reference  to  the 
recommendation  of  wearing  a  “Hat”  while  conferring  the 
Royal  Arch  degree.  A  “Hat”  is  no  part  of  the  regalia  of 
any  officer  in  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  so  far  as 
we  have  observed,  or  as  we  understand  the  ceremonies  of 
the  Royal  Arch  degree.  We  desire  more  “light”  upon  the 
subject. 

The  recommendation  to  divide  the  labor  of  visitations  to 
subordinate  Chapters  between  the  Grand  High  Priest  and 
the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  seems  wise,  but  why  official 
action  by  Grand  Chapter  is  necessary  to  permit  such  prac¬ 
tice  we  fail  to  see.  Mutual  agreement  between  the  two 
Grand  Officers  should  suffice,  and  we  can  see  its  practical 
utility,  too,  for  it  would  offer  a  reason  for  the  existence 
of  such  an  officer  as  a  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  was  carefully  read 
more  than  once.  It  contained  much  of  wisdom  and  many 
suggestions  for  our  future  guidance  and  use. 

The  election  of  Most  Excellent  Companion  James  F.  Rob¬ 
inson  Secretary  Emeritus,  was  a  worthy  recognition  of 
his  faithful  services  to  Grand  Chapter  during  so  many 
years. 
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The  Correspondence  report  was  exceptionally  well  writ¬ 
ten  and  covered  more  than  ninety  pages,  in  which  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  received  generous  comment.  We  read  every  line  of 
comment  under  “General  Grand  Chapter/’  and  was  greatly 
benefited  and  instructed. 

Membership,  6,951 ;  net  gain,  41. 

John  K.  Pollock,  Grand  High  Priest. 

D.  Rufus  Cheney,  Grand  Secretary.  H.  J.  B. 


QUEBEC. 

The  Forty-eighth  Annual  Grand  Convocation  of  the  Most 
Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Que¬ 
bec  assembled  in  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Montreal, 
on  Wednesday,  the  25th  day  of  March,  1925.  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  3.00  o’clock  P.  M.  by  M. 
E.  Companion  William  M.  Couper,  Grand  First  Principal. 

After  the  preliminary  duties  necessary  to  the  work  of 
the  Convocation  had  been  completed  the  Grand  First  Prin¬ 
cipal  delivered  his  annual  address. 

The  record  of  his  activities  during  the  year  shows  that 
he  has  been  zealous  in  his  labors  and  has  rendered  a  good 
account  of  his  stewardship. 

The  following  paragraph  from  the  address  has  in  it  the 
spirit  of  real  Free  Masonry : 

“The  lesson  that  we  should  present  only  good  and  square  work 
can  be  so  aptly  illustrated  in  our  lives  by  good  deeds  and  upright 
actions,  the  lesson  that  we  should  be  faithful  servants,  like  those  of 
old  who  earned  the  title  of  Most  Excellent  Master,  surely  teaches  us 
to  be  faithful  in  all  things,  faithful  in  our  duty  to  God,  to  our  neigh- 
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bor,  to  ourselves,  and  faithful  to  the  Order  to  which  we  belong  and 
to  the  principles  which  it  enunciates;  and  as  the  lesson  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree  teaches  us  that  we  have  reached  the  cope  stone  of  the 
Masonic  Structure,  so  should  it  stimulate  us  to  strive  for  high  ideals, 
noble  thoughts,  great  achievements.” 

We  admire  the  spirit  of  loyalty  that  finds  expression  in 
the  following  sentiment: 

“We  live  in  a  wonderful  country,  this  Canada  of  ours,  with  its 
fertile  soil,  its  vast  forests,  its  great  rivers  and  lakes,  its  mineral 
wealth  and  its  large  industrial  and  financial  institutions,  a  wonderful 
inheritance  which  God  has  given  to  Canadians.” 

\ 

He  concludes  the  splendid  paragraph  by  saying  that  what 
Masonry  needs  is  “men  who  will  prove  themselves  worthy 
members  of  the  Royal  Craft.” 

Four  pages  of  the  address  are  devoted  to  a  history  of 
their  unfortunate  misunderstanding  with  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  England  nearly  forty  years  ago,  through  which  fra¬ 
ternal  intercourse  was  broken  off,  but  now  happily  healed. 
He  also  notes  the  fraternal  visitation  of  the  Right  Honour¬ 
able,  the  Earl  of  Cassillis,  Grand  First  Principal  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  on  his  return  journey  from 
Australia. 

Reports  of  the  activities  of  the  District  Superintendents 
of  the  work  of  their  various  Chapters  is  reflected  in  the 
statistical  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  which  shows  a 
numerical  increase  in  membership  during  the  year  of  154. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Que¬ 
bec  numbers  only  twenty-one  subordinate  Chapters,  and 
that  of  those  one  Chapter  showed  a  loss  in  membership  of 
eight,  the  net  increase  of  154  members  in  twenty  Chapters 
shows  progress  of  the  Royal  Art  in  the  Grand  Jurisdiction 
of  Quebec. 
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At  the  evening  session  of  Grand  Chapter,  which  con¬ 
vened  at  8.45  o’clock,  M.  E.  Companion  H.  G.  Pollard, 
Grand  High  Priest  of  Massachusetts,  accompanied  by  M. 
E.  Curtis  Chipman,  P.  G.  H.  P. ;  R.  E.  Companion  Win- 
throp  Cushing,  Deputy  G.  H.  P. ;  R.  E.  Companion  Wal¬ 
lace  C.  Keith,  Grand  Scribe,  and  V.  E.  Companion 
Frank  North,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host,  were  officially 
welcomed. 

Also  M.  E.  Companion  John  F.  Birmingham,  Grand 
High  Priest  of  New  York,  accompanied  by  E.  Companion 
George  Rosendale,  Grand  R.  A.  Captain  and  R.  E.  Com¬ 
panion  George  J.  H.  O’Brien,  Grand  Master  Third  Vail. 

Also  R.  E.  Companion  Henry  T.  Smith,  Grand  Scribe 
E.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  representing  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  First  Principal  of  that  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
is  well  written  and  covers  forty-six  pages  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings.  We  failed  to  find  a  review  of  Pennsylvania,  but  feel 
sure  it  was  due  to  no  fault  of  the  Committee. 

M.  E.  Companion  W.  M.  Couper,  Grand  Z. 

R.  E.  Companion  W.  W.  Williamson,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

H.  J.  B. 


SASKATCHEWAN. 

The  Second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Saskatchewan  was  held  in  Masonic 
Temple,  Moose  Jaw,  Wednesday,  February  18,  1925.  Grand 
Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.  by 
Grand  Z.  James  McCauley,  with  all  his  Grand  Officers 
assisting  him. 
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R.  E.  Companion  H.  F.  Moulden,  Grand  Scribe  E.  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Manitoba,  and  M.  E.  Companion  George 
Phelps,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  with  R.  E.  Companion  Shaw,  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota,  and  R.  E.  Companion 
Duber,  Grand  Superintendent  of  the  Fifth  District  of  North 
Dakota,  were  separately  introduced,  officially  received  and 
welcomed. 

The  Grand  Z.  then  presented  his  annual  address. 

Judging  from  the  record  of  his  activities  during  the  year, 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Saskatchewan,  while  only  two  years 
old,  has  already  become  a  very  vigorous  infant  in  the  great 
family  of  Grand  Capitular  bodies.  Its  fraternal  relation¬ 
ship  with  all  other  Grand  bodies  is  most  harmonious.  A 
number  of  official  and  fraternal  visitations  were  made  by 
the  Grand  Z.  to  other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  who  showed 
him  every  courtesy.  Four  new  Chapters  were  constituted 
during  the  year.  Among  dispensations  requested  two  were 
refused  for  very  good  and  sufficient  reasons.  Twelve  visi¬ 
tations  to  subordinate  Chapters  were  made. 

More  than  one-half  of  the  address  was  devoted  to  an 
interpretation  of  the  symbolisms  and  allegories  of  Capitular 
Masonry.  This  was  most  interesting  reading,  and,  while 
we  have  studied  the  subject  from  a  different  viewpoint,  the 
entire  presentation  was  instructive  as  well  as  pleasing. 
The  analysis  of  the  Mark  Master's  Degree  was  especially 
well  chosen.  We,  however,  differ  with  him  when  he  says 
that  in  the  Royal  Arch  “We  are  rewarded  by  a  fulfillment 
of  all  the  promises  of  Masonry — the  revelation  of  the  lost 
Word." 

The  Royal  Arch  is  “the  summit  and  perfection  of  Ancient 
Craft  Masonry,"  but  it  is  not  the  revelation  of  the  lost 
Word.  The  lost  Word  is  only  traditionally  discovered;  it 
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is  not  revealed.  The  Word  was  not  historically  revealed 
until  a  much  later  period  of  time  and  in  a  very  much  dif¬ 
ferent  way.  Capitular  Masonry  needs  many  more  such 
skillful  and  studious  Craftsman  as  Grand  Z.  McCauley  to 
bring  its  practical  lessons  of  character  building  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  everywhere. 

The  reports  of  the  District  Superintendents  of  their  visi¬ 
tations  to  Chapters  under  their  supervision  reveals  the  deep 
interest  being  manifested  everywhere  throughout  the  en¬ 
tire  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  covers  nearly 
thirty  pages  of  the  printed  proceedings.  It  is  splendidly 
done.  We  are  especially  delighted  to  note  that  it  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  a  medical  doctor.  We  are  thus  bound  by  professional 
as  well  as  by  fraternal  ties.  Medical  men  have  always  been 
substantial  supporters  of  Masonry. 

Membership,  December  31,  1924,  2,637. 

M.  E.  Companion  C.  P.  Moore,  Grand  Z. 

R.  E.  Companion  F.  B.  Reilly,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

H.  J.  B. 


SCOTLAND. 

What  a  wealth  of  historical  association  is  bound  up  on 
the  name  Scotland!  What  glorious  traditions  have  come 
to  us  out  of  the  distant  past  that  are  inseparable  with  Scot¬ 
tish  Masonry!  How  little  can  we  say  in  a  short  review  of 
the  activities  of  a  Grand  Body  whose  allegiance  covers  the 
entire  known  world. 

The  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland  met 
in  Special  Convocation,  February  8,  1924,  in  Royal  Arch 
Mason’s  Hall,  Edinburgh. 
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Because  of  the  absence  of  Lord  Cassillis,  Grand  First 
Principal,  on  a  world  tour  of  visitation  to  the  subordinate 
Chapters  under  his  Jurisdiction,  Grand  Chapter  was  opened 
by  M.  E.  Companion  John  Sime,  Deputy  Grand  Z., 
assisted  by  the  other  Grand  Officers  in  accordance  with  the 
ancient  customs.  The  election  of  a  Grand  Scribe  E.  seems 
to  be  the  special  business  for  which  the  Convocation  as- 
sembled. 

Placing  names  in  nomination  seems  to  Pennsylvania 
Masonry  to  be  an  unusual  Masonic  procedure.  M.  E.  Com¬ 
panion  George  A.  Howell,  having  received  a  majority  of 
the  votes  cast,  was  declared  elected.  . 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  Supreme  Com¬ 
mittee,  held  February  22,  1924,  petitions  were  received  for 
four  new  Chapters  to  be  established  in  the  provinces  of 
South  Africa. 

A  report,  dated  January  26,  1924,  was  submitted  from 
Grand  Superintendent  J.  G.  Hunter,  of  Natal,  South 
Africa,  in  which  appears  the  following  paragraph: 

“Although  we  traveled  during  the  hottest  time  of  the  year  (think 
of  it!)  and  through  the  hottest  part  of  South  Africa  (in  January) 
and  had  eight  nights  in  the  train,  covering  more  than  3000  miles,  we 
enjoyed  the  trip  very  much.” 

Masonry  in  South  Africa!  January  the  hottest  time  of 
the  year !  Eight  nights  in  the  train.  And  all  for  the  love 
of  Masonry ! 

At  the  Quarterly  Convocation,  held  March  7,  1924,  we 
read  that  all  of  the  above  petitions  for  new  Chapters  were 
granted.  A  Communication  was  read  from  Lord  Cassillis, 
Grand  First  Principal,  who  was  making  a  world  tour  visit¬ 
ing  provincial  Chapters,  in  which  he  says: 
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“There  is  great  enthusiasm  and  great  go-a-headness  in  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  abroad.  There  is  an  extremely  keen  Masonic  spirit.” 

This  observation  was  made  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  as 
seen  thousands  of  miles  away  from  Scotland.  But  it's  the 
same  everywhere.  Because  real  men  are  alike  wherever 
they  are  met.  It  is  such  types  that  make  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sonry  of  any  allegiance  the  factor  it  is  in  men’s  lives. 

Quarterly  Communication,  March  6,  1925,  with  Lord  Cas- 
sillis,  Grand  First  Principal,  presiding. 

Fraternal  relationship  was  reported  to  have  been  again 
established  with  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Gen¬ 
eral  Grand  Chapter  of  the  U.  S.  A.,  Virginia,  British  Co¬ 
lumbia,  Alberta,  Nebraska,  Colorado,  Minnesota  and  Ire¬ 
land.  All  this  seems  to  have  been  a  part  of  the  result  of 
the  tour  of  Lord  Cassillis. 

H.  J.  B. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Among  the  Grand  Chapter  proceedings  it  is  our  privilege 
and  duty  to  review,  we  approach  South  Carolina  with  a 
pleasure  just  a  little  different  from  any  other.  A  warmth 
of  sentiment  akin  to  friendship  for  the  correspondent  of 
South  Carolina  has  grown  upon  us  during  the  several  years 
in  which  we  have  been  exchanging  courtesies.  We  have  also 
learned  in  our  labors  that  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  South 
Carolina  has  behind  it  an  interesting  history,  reaching  back 
more  than  a  century  in  time,  and  that  it  has  contributed  to 
Masonry  some  of  its  most  renowned  men  and  to  the  State 
and  Nation  some  of  its  outstanding  characters. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Annual  Grand  Convo¬ 
cation  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
South  Carolina  was  held  in  Spartanburg,  S.  C.,  June  14, 
1925,  with  all  the  Grand  Officers  present. 


1925] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


225 


In  addition  to  the  Grand  Officers  there  were  eight  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  and  thirty-seven  representatives  from 
the  forty-two  constituent  Chapters  in  attendance.  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Samuel  T.  Lanham  extended  a  warm 
and  fraternal  welcome  to  Grand  Chapter,  which  was  graci¬ 
ously  accepted  by  Companion  W.  R.  Zemp  in  behalf  of  the 
visiting  Companions. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Returns  then  made 
their  report,  which  was  followed  by  the  address  of  Grand 
High  Priest  William  H.  Wanamaker. 

N 

He  reports  at  some  length  upon  the  incident  causing  a 
severance  of  fraternal  relationship  between  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  and  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Scotland  in  1915,  and  the  Treaty  of  Amity  recently 
entered  into  between  the  presiding  officers  of  these  two 
Grand  Bodies,  which  was  later  ratified  at  the  Triennial 
Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  in  Portland, 
Maine,  in  September,  1924,  by  which  fraternal  recognition 
was  restored.  He  also  sets  forth  that  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  South  Carolina  took  independent  action  at  their  Annual 
Convocation  in  1916,  severing  fraternal  relationship  with 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  and  further  observes  that 

“While  I  am  sure  that  this  Grand  Chapter  will  find  itself  in  thor¬ 
ough  accord  with  the  Treaty  of  Amity  *  *  *  I  am  not  so  sure 

that  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  has  authority  to  ‘declare  fraternal 
relations  restored  between  Grand  Chapters  of  this  obedience’.” 

He  therefore  recommends 

“that  this  Grand  Chapter  take  independent  action  in  the  matter.” 

As  we,  who  do  not  hold  allegiance  to  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  view  the  problem  the  Treaty  of  Amity 
entered  into  by  the  presiding  officers  of  the  respective 
Grand  Bodies  did  not  become  operative  until  after  it 
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was  ratified  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  its  Convoca¬ 
tion  in  Portland,  Maine,  in  1924,  and  that  such  action  bound 
the  Grand  Chapters  of  its  obedience.  Separate  action  by 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina  would,  of  course,  pre¬ 
serve  its  own  prerogatives,  but  could  it  possibly  take  action 
contrary  to  that  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter?  And  if  it 
did  would  it  not  be  denying  the  authority  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  to  pass  legislation  for  the  governing  of 
Grand  Bodies  of  its  allegiance? 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  later  wisely  approved 
the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  har¬ 
mony  again  prevails  between  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South 
Carolina  and  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Scotland — and  yet  we  ask  ourselves  the  question :  “What  is 
the  real  function  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  ?”  Recog¬ 
nition  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Queensland  was  recom¬ 
mended  and  adopted. 

Under  the  heading  of  “State  of  the  Order”  he  notes  192 
suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues.  By  reference  to  the 
“Statistical  Statement”  we  find  nineteen  Chapters  had  no 
suspension.  Eleven  Chapters  less  than  four,  but  that  one 
Chapter  suspended  25  per  cent,  of  its  members,  another  19 
per  cent.,  another  13  per  cent.,  therefore  it  would  seem  that 
the  opinion  that  “Secretaries  have  not  always  been  on  their 
job”  is  entirely  justifiable  and  correct.  The  net  gain  in 
membership  was  98,  or  IV2  per  cent,  over  the  preceding 
year. 

Fifteen  pages  of  biographical  sketches  of  Grand  High 
Priests  is  provided  that  contains  interesting  and  important 
Masonic  history,  which  we  will  “lay  up”  for  future  pe¬ 
rusal.  Pennsylvania  is  given  three  full  pages  in  the  Review 
of  the  proceedings  of  Sister  Jurisdictions. 

Companion  Charles  K.  Chreitzberg,  Grand  High  Priest. 

O.  Frank  Hart,  Grand  Secretary.  H.  J.  B. 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

#• 

Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 
South  Dakota  met  in  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  in 
the  Masonic  Temple,  at  Sioux  Falls,  Thursday,  June  11, 
1925,  at  9  o’clock  in  the  forenoon. 

A  constitutional  number  of  Chapters  was  found  to  be  rep¬ 
resented. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Joseph  Stanton,  assisted 
by  the  Grand  Officers  and  Companions  present,  opened  the 
Grand  Chapter  in  ample  form  and  with  prayer  by  the 
Grand  Chaplain. 

Eleven  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present.  Twenty- 
six  Past  High  Priests  were  also  in  attendance. 

Twenty-six  Grand  Representatives,  representing  twenty- 
six  Grand  Jurisdictions,  were  recorded.  Pennsylvania,  how¬ 
ever,  had  no  representative. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  a  model  in 
brevity,  but  carried  all  essential  doings  of  his  year  as  Grand 
High  Priest.  The  opening  paragraph  was  the  most  inter¬ 
esting  one  to  those  non-members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
South  Dakota,  as  it  contained  elements  that  appeal  to  every 
Companion  who  has  made  a  study  of  Capitular  Masonry. 
He  said: 

“It  is  gratifying  to  report  that,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  Chap¬ 
ters  are  doing  very  good  work.  By  some  it  is  contended  that  the 
members  attend  the  conferring  of  the  degrees  to  enjoy  the  comedy,  and 
if  this  be  eliminated  they  would  not  attend.  This,  Companions,  is 
not  a  fact.  It  has  been  my  experience  that  the  percentage  of  at¬ 
tendance  is  higher  in  Chapters  where  the  ritualistic  work  is  exempli¬ 
fied  in  a  dignified  and  proper  manner  than  it  is  in  those  Chapters 
where  it  is  made  a  farcical  exhibition.  I  have  visited  Chapters  where 
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the  ritualistic  work  was  put  on  with  becoming  dignity  and  impres¬ 
siveness,  where  a  very  large  percentage  of  the  Companions  present 
at  the  beginning  remained  throughout  the  conferring  of  the  degree. 
My  observation  during  the  past  year  has  firmly  convinced  me  that  the 
members  of  the  Fraternity  who  have  the  highest  and  best  conception 
of  it,  its  principles,  teachings  and  mission,  do  not  desire  to  see  its 
ritualistic  work  degraded  to  the  level  of  an  ordinary  burlesque.” 

He  stated  that  the  new  ritual  was  meeting  with  great 
success,  and  had  found  the  Companions  eager  for  more 
light  in  Capitular  Masonry.  He  suggested  that  the  Grand 
Chapter  meet  at  a  time  other  than  Grand  Lodge,  and  recom¬ 
mended  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  this  about. 

He  issued  five  dispensations,  but  was  not  called  upon  to 
make  a  single  decision.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Da¬ 
kota  is  to  be  congratulated  in  having  High  Priests  presid¬ 
ing  over  the  subordinate  Chapters  who  know  the  law  and 
administer  it  without  the  aid  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest. 

It  might  be  interesting  to  Pennsylvania  Masons  to  know 
what  is  going  on  in  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  so  we 
quote : 

“For  the  information  of  the  Craft,  I  quote  the  ritualistic  decisions 
handed  down  by  the  General  Grand  High  Priest,  and  which  were  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  Committee  on  Ritual  at  the  Thirty-ninth  Triennial 
Convocation  held  at  Portland,  Maine,  September  10,  11,  12,  1924. 

“1.  That  the  ritual  essentials  explains  all  that  part  of  the  work 
not  printed  in  the  ritual  in  full. 

“2.  That  the  H-Wks.  shall  be  removed  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
immediately  after  the  obligation,  according  to  the  instructions  in  the 
revised  ritual. 

“3.  That  there  is  no  pass  word  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 

“4.  That  the  Great  Lights  shall  be  displayed  in  all  Chapter  de¬ 
grees  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  Master  Mason’s  degree.” 
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“5.  That  the  Master's  word  and  the  G.  R.  A.  W.  shall  be  given  in 
a  low  tone  of  voice  (or  whisper) . 

“6.  That  the  proper  “Ark”  to  be  used  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
must  conform  to  that  shown  on  page  141,  cut  2,  of  the  Ritual;  the 
triangular  plate  for  the  top,  same  as  cut  No.  1  on  page  140,  and  the 
inscriptions  the  same  as  explained  therein. 

“The  ‘Ark'  used  in  the  Most  Excellent  Master's  degree  must  be 
the  same  size  and  style  as  that  shown  in  cut  No.  3,  on  page  141  of  the 
Ritual. 

“7.  That  the  Cryptogram  shall  be  read  according  to  the  instruc¬ 
tions  given  in  the  Ritual. 

“8.  That  the  exaltation  of  a  candidate  takes  place  at  the  time 
the  ineffable  name  and  the  G.  R.  A.  W.  are  communicated.  All  other 
ceremonies  are  but  preliminary  to  it.” 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  Companion  Louis 
Jacobs,  showed  the  Grand  Chapter  to  be  in  good  financial 
condition. 

Companion  George  A.  Pettigrew,  Grand  Secretary,  pre¬ 
sented  his  thirty-fifth  annual  report. 

Pennsylvania  is  reviewed  in  a  page  and  a  half  article, 
covering  the  principal  work  of  Companion  JOHN  M.  CORE, 
Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Brockway,  the  Reviewer,  concludes  his  re¬ 
port  in  this  fashion,  and  all  we  can  say  in  Pennsylvania  is 
“here,  too.” 

“With  a  few  notable  exceptions  small  attendance  at  Chapter  meet¬ 
ings  is  a  prevailing  complaint.  Remedies  of  various  kinds  are  sug¬ 
gested  by  Most  Excellent  Companions,  Grand  Lecturers  and  others, 
but  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover  no  one  seems  to  have  found 
the  solution  of  the  problem.  The  advantages  of  study  of  the  ritual, 
the  symbolism,  philosophy  and  history  of  Capitular  Masonry  are 
everywhere  upon  the  members,  but  Grand  Schools,  District  Schools 
and  Chapter  Schools  are,  with  few  exceptions,  said  not  to  meet  hopes 
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and  expectations  in  the  way  of  attendance.  Special  Convocations 
and  meetings  with  special  features,  large  classes,  expert  degree  teams, 
banquets  and  so  on  bring  them  out.  This  does  not  appear  to  be  the 
age  of  reading  and  study.  The  ever-present  daily  newspaper,  with  its 
glaring  headlines,  furnishes  the  news  of  the  day  while  you  wait. 
The  automobile,  whether  limousine  or  ‘flivver,*  like  the  war  horse  of 
old,  seems  to  be  waiting  for  commands.  Taking  the  air’  or  taking 
in  the  movies  are  so  easy.  Distance  is  annihilated,  the  outdoors 
beckons,  so  why  stay  in?  The  arts  of  walking  and  reading  seem  to  be 
somewhat  lost  in  the  rapid  whirl  and  rush  of  these  days.” 

Companion  Charles  L.  Brockway,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  Sioux  Falls. 

Companion  George  A.  Pettigrew,  R.  E.  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary,  Sioux  Falls. 

Companion  Charles  L.  Brockway,  Reviewer. 

E.  E.,  Jr. 


TENNESSEE. 

The  Ninety-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Tennessee  was  held  in 
the  Scottish  Rite  Temple,  Nashville,  beginning  on  Monday, 
January  26,  A.  D.  1925,  A.  I.  2455,  at  9  A.  M. 

Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  John  G.  Greer  and 
all  the  Grand  Officers  occupied  their  respective  stations  and 
places.  Twelve  Past  Grand  High  Priests  honored  the  Grand 
Chapter  by  their  presence.  Forty-eight  Past  High  Priests 
were  also  in  attendance. 

Thirty-one  Grand  Representatives  were  recorded  as  be¬ 
ing  present  at  this  meeting,  but  no  one  appeared  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  I  was  won¬ 
dering  whether  we  had  one  or  not.  Eighty-six  Chapters 
were  represented  at  this  meeting. 
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There  being  present  the  representatives  of  a  constitu¬ 
tional  number  of  Chapters,  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  was 
opened  in  Ample  Form ,  after  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

Then  followed  the  address  of  M.  E.  John  G.  Greer, 
Grand  High  Priest,  reviewing  the  work  of  the  year.  After 
expressing  his  pleasure  at  meeting  so  many  Companions 
and  friends,  he  quotes: 

“  ‘The  year  has  gone,  and  with  it 
Many  a  glorious  throng  of  happy  dreams. 

Its  mark  is  on  each  brow, 

Its  shadow  in  each  heart/ 

“But  Companions,  the  shadow  only  proves  the  existence  of  light 
beyond,  and  while  we  may  not  now  always  be  able  to  see  clearly 
through  the  shadow  yet  we  know  that  by-and-by  there  shall  be  light. 
And  so  we  come  to  the  end  of  the  good  year  of  our  administration, 
and  would  render  an  account  of  our  Stewardship.” 

Necrology  of  the  year  was  then  taken  up,  and  a  beautiful 
tribute  was  paid  to  “those  who  have  gone  before,”  includ¬ 
ing  our  own  William  Boling  Meredith  and  Hibbert  P. 
John,  Past  Grand  High  Priests  of  Pennsylvania,  conclud¬ 
ing  with: 

“So  many  have  gone,  oh  so  many,  but  we  hope  that  these  are  today 
gathered  before  the  Great  White  Throne  in  the  presence  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  who  doeth  all  things  well,  and  is  infinite  in  love  and 
mercy.” 

He  ordered  a  duplicate  charter  to  be  issued  to  New  Mid¬ 
dleton  Chapter,  to  replace  one  destroyed  by  fire. 

He  granted  five  dispensations  for  various  reasons. 

His  official  visitations  were  many,  and  were  an  inspira¬ 
tion  to  the  officers  of  the  several  Chapters  thus  visited  to 
hold  closer  to  the  tenets  and  principles  of  Capitular  Ma¬ 
sonry. 
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Of  courtesy  work,  he  did  not  a  little. 

He  had  a  little  “fun”  with  the  Grand  High  Priest  of 
Georgia,  on  territorial  jurisdiction,  but  it  was  patched  up, 
to  give  a  successor  trouble  in  the  future.  Compromise 
rarely  settles  any  serious  question. 

On  account  of  ill  health,  the  Grand  Lecturer,  Companion 
James  H.  McClister,  declined  re-election,  and  the  Grand 
High  Priest  recommended  the  office  of  Grand  Lecturer  be 
abolished,  for  financial  reasons.  This  was  subsequently 
modified  by  a  suspension  of  the  office  for  one  year. 

On  illegal  and  unmasonic  electioneering,  he  said : 

“It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  during  the  year  that  some  Com¬ 
panions  who  are  actuated  by  a  laudable  desire  for  advancement  are 
soliciting  the  support  of  Chapters  and  Companions,  and  that  some 
Secretaries  are  recommending  them  under  Chapter  seal. 

“This  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  in  accordance  with  Masonic  usage 
nor  quite  in  spirit  of  Masonry,  and  I  recommend  that  this  Grand 
Chapter  take  such  action  in  regard  to  this  matter  as  to  it  seems  de¬ 
sirable.” 

This  recommendation  was  subsequently  approved  by  the 
adoption  of  the  following  By-Law: 

“It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  Chapter,  Officer  or  member  to  solicit 
in  writing  support  for  any  candidate  for  an  office  in  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Tennessee.” 

His  concluding  words  were: 

“And  now,  Companions,  farewell.  May  the  coming  years  bring 
only  increasing  joy  and  happiness  to  each  and  all  of  you,  and  the 
upbuilding  of  the  Cause  of  Righteousness  through  your  individual 
lives  and  efforts,  and  that  of  the  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Tennessee.” 
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A  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  suitable  pro¬ 
gram  for  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  organization  of 
the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Tennessee,  May,  1926, 
and  on  motion,  it  was  decided  that  the  celebration  be  held 
at  the  Annual  Convocation  in  1927. 

The  Representatives  of  other  Grand  Chapters  near  this 
Grand  Chapter  were  called  up  by  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
who  welcomed  them,  and  instructed  them  to  convey  the 
good  wishes  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee  to  their 
respective  Grand  Chapters. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Education,  submitted  by 
their  Chairman,  M.  E.  Companion  Joseph  A.  Fowler,  was, 
to  the  reviewer,  the  most  interesting  item  in  the  proceed¬ 
ings.  It  spoke  volumes  in  praise  of  the  work  done  by  this 
Committee  of  Free  Masons,  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and 
awakened  the  people  to  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
public  school  education.  This  report  was  read  and  this  item 
written  shortly  after  the  famous  trial  at  Dayton,  and  forc¬ 
ibly  brings  to  mind  the  splendid  character  of  the  citizens 
of  Tennessee,  and  the  manly  part  they  took  in  enforcing  the 
law,  and  upholding  the  Holy  Bible,  the  “Great  Light”  in 
every  degree  of  Free  Masonry. 

Companion  C.  H.  Smart,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  has  charge  of 
the  correspondence,  and  we  judge  he  is  an  “old  hand”  at 
the  business,  as  he  gives  all  the  news,  and  is  not  guilty  of 
padding  the  items,  as  some  reporters  do,  and  others  would 
like  to  do.  He  likes  to  use  quotations,  and  as  there  is  no 
one  to  say  “nay,”  he  has  things  always  his  own  way.  He 
was  generous  in  reporting  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  for  1923,  and  was  also  fair,  and 
a  good  friend  of  the  reviewer,  in  admonishing  the  review¬ 
ers  of  the  various  Chapters  to  give  the  kid  a  chance,  and 
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not  to  rock  the  boat  to  his  reportorial  undoing.  We  are 
sure  of  the  Grand  Secretary’s  name  this  time,  as  you  will 
note  below. 

Companion  J.  Winfield  Darby,  Covington,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Companion  Stith  M.  Cain,  Nashville,  Grand  Secretary. 

Companion  C.  H.  Smart,  Nashville,  Correspondent. 

E.  E.,  Jr. 


TEXAS. 

The  Seventy-fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Texas  convened  in  the  Masonic  Tem¬ 
ple,  in  the  city  of  Waco,  Monday,  December  1,  A.  D.  1924, 
at  10  o’clock  A.  M. 

Companion  Sam  J.  Helm,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Frank  Holt,  R.  E.  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Companion  John  M.  Weekley,  R.  E.  Grand  King, 
and  the  other  officers  in  their  respective  places. 

Companion  W.  C.  Hawkins,  of  the  Committee  on  Cre¬ 
dentials,  reported  nine  Grand  Officers,  nine  Past  Grand  Offi¬ 
cers,  sixteen  Grand  Representatives,  eleven  Grand  Visitors, 
one  hundred  five  Past  High  Priests,  and  seventy  represen¬ 
tatives  of  chartered  Chapters  present. 

The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Texas  was  opened  in 
its  Seventy-fifth  Grand  Annual  Convocation  in  Ample 
Form ,  led  in  devotion  by  Walter  Griffith,  as  Grand 
Chaplain. 
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On  motion  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  John  M.  Stray- 
horn,  the  privilege  of  this  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Texas  was  extended  to  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  good 
standing  of  this  and  other  Grand  Jurisdictions. 

There  were  a  goodly  number  of  visitors  present,  among 
whom  was  Companion  Nat.  M.  Washer,  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  representing  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  followed,  and  in  the 
opening  paragraph,  he  said : 

“From  a  Grand  Chapter  composed  of  nine  Chapters  with  a  member¬ 
ship  of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  we  have  grown  to  a  body  composed  of 
three  hundred  and  fifteen  active  Chapters,  with  a  membership  of 
forty-three  thousand. 

“Faithful,  intelligent  service — the  measure  of  a  man’s  worth  to 
himself,  to  Masonry,  to  his  nation,  to  his  God;  we  have  had  it  in  the 
past,  and  we  have  it  today.” 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  a  remarkable 
one  in  many  respects,  and  we  cannot  refrain  from  quoting 
his  exposition  of  Capitular  Masonry : 

“Throughout  Texas  today  more  attention  is  being  paid  to  Capitu¬ 
lar  Masonry  than  ever  before;  more  Royal  Arch  Masons  are  awake 
to  the  fact  that  Capitular  Masonry  supplies  them  the  most  magnificent 
vistas  to  Eternal  Truth,  along  which  man  is  seen  in  all  his  greatness, 
with  all  his  foibles;  more  of  them  realize,  each  year,  that  Capitular 
knowledge  is  the  sine  qua  non  to  an  understanding  or  true  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  Masonry;  more  of  them  are  awake  to  the  fact  that  a  real 
understanding  of  Masonry  is  attended  with  greater  veneration  for  the 
institution,  a  greater  zeal  in  its  proceedings,  and  a  more  profound 
study  of  its  marvelous  truths;  that  the  Chapter  is,  in  truth,  the 
keystone  which  binds  the  arch,  completing  the  symbolism  which  is 
begun,  but  left  unfinished  in  the  Lodge,  and  also  preparing  the  brain 
and  heart  for  all  the  remaining  truths  of  the  entire  Masonic  system.” 
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As  usual,  much  courtesy  work  was  requested,  and  much 
courtesy  work  was  done.  Thirty-four  legal  instruments 
were  executed,  eight  new  Chapters  constituted,  and  one 
Chapter  instituted. 

Four  dispensations  were  granted  to  elect  officers,  three 
granted  to  move  from  one  building  to  another,  four  to  re¬ 
sume  labor,  and  three  other  dispensations  were  granted 
for  as  many  different  reasons. 

Two  dispensations  were  refused,  and  one  duplicate  Char¬ 
ter  granted  Caddo  Chapter,  No.  412,  to  replace  the  original 
destroyed  by  fire. 

Companion  William  J.  Byrnes,  Jr.,  was  appointed  to 
represent  Texas  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Part  of  the  Grand  High  Priest's  address  was  under  a 
section  headed  “The  Question  Box,"  and  was  very  inter¬ 
esting  reading.  One  of  the  questions  asked :  “Is  there  any 

method  by  which  we  can  eliminate  horse-play  in  the - 

Degree?"  Pennsylvania  answered  this  question  some  time 
ago,  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  forbidding  it,  and  it  imme¬ 
diately  ceased. 

Another  question  could  be  answered  by  Pennsylvania, 
saying  a  suspended  Royal  Arch  Mason  loses  his  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Commandery,  on  announcement  of  his  suspen¬ 
sion  in  the  Chapter,  and,  consequently,  cannot  sit  in  a 
Conclave  of  Knights  Templar. 

In  his  address  he  speaks  of  a  letter  he  sent  out  to  all 
Chapters,  and  he  quotes  it  in  full.  It  was  an  appeal  to  the 
Officers  and  members  to  give  careful  thought  to  the  funda¬ 
mentals  for  making  it  a  better  year.  He  asserts  that 
“action  is  the  test  of  anything  worth  while,"  and  appeals  to 


1925] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


237 


the  Companions  to  equip  themselves  so  that  they  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  impart  the  lesson  of  the  degreesfin  a  manner  which 
will  give  the  correct  impression,  and  command  the  candi¬ 
dates'  attention  from  the  very  first. 

It  is  a  document  that  could  be  laid  before  every  High 
Priest  with  the  assurance  of  results  being  obtained  that 
would  be  of  benefit  to  every  Chapter  and  to  Capitular 
Masonry. 

> 

He  arrested  the  charter  of  one  Chapter,  after  a  long  and 
patient  hearing  of  the  misdeeds  of  the  derelict  one.  He 
certainly  exercised  charity  and  forbearance  until  the  latter 
ceased  to  be  a  virtue,  and  he  very  properly  requested  the 
charter. 

His  report  on  miscellaneous  matters  occupies  three  pages, 
and  embraces  a  variety  of  subjects,  and  would  take  too 
much  space  to  go  into  details. 

Here  follows  a  dissertation  on  good  and  square  work,  in 
which  he  says  that  there  is  only  about  ten  per  cent,  who 
love  Masonry,  who  are  teaching  it  and  practicing  it.  He 
then  adds,  what  does  the  other  ninety  per  cent,  think  or 
know  of  Masonry?  What  does  the  other  ninety  per  cent, 
know  of  its  ritual,  of  its  philosophy,  of  its  symbolism,  of 
its  laws,  history,  ideal,  duties,  intentions,  ambitions  and 
problems? 

Under  the  heading  “The  Other  Ninety  Per  cent.,"  he  dis¬ 
cusses  the  problem  of  educating  them  so  they  will  be  of 
some  use  to  the  Fraternity.  He  is  broad  in  his  views,  and 
evidently  has  given  great  thought  in  making  up  the  report, 
and  all  we  can  do  in  the  limited  space  allotted  to  us  is  to 
recommend  the  earnest  Mason  to  procure  a  copy  of  his 
report,  to  read  and  digest  it  in  its  entirety. 
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He  conveys  a  “Message  to  Master  Masons”  that  is  well 
worth  reading,  and  well  worth  heeding. 

He  then  takes  up  the  subjects,  “Eleventh  Hour  Requests,” 
“Thanks  to  Many,”  “The  Grand  Secretary,”  “Student  Loan 
Fund,”  “The  Fraternal  Dead,”  and  “Recommendations,” 
and  in  conclusion  says : 

“And  now,  Companions,  we  have  enjoyed  a  retrospect  of  our  insti¬ 
tution  from  its  small  beginning  to  its  splendid  proportions  of  today. 
As  the  faces  of  our  leaders  look  down  upon  us  from  these  walls,  let 
us  look  up  with  gratitude  to  them  and  to  the  noble  craftsmen  whom 
they  directed,  let  us  give  thanks  for  the  success  we  have  attained, 
beginning  ‘from  the  first  unto  the  last/  then  let  us  turn  our  faces  to 
the  future,  pondering  over  its  possibilities,  fortifying  our  Fraternity 
with  every  safeguard  which  a  rushing  world  demands,  and  steering 
a  true  course  by  the  Masonic  compass,  which  points  unerringly  to 
eternal  truth. 

“Seeking  the  strength  which  knowledge  affords,  let  us  bring  light 
to  our  Companions,  that  light  which  dazzles  with  its  brilliance  when 
at  its  full  power.  Beginning  at  the  very  foundation,  let  us  teach  our 
symbolism  from  the  triune  feature  which  pervades  all  nature  until 
its  majestic  sweep  carries  us  to  the  greatest  heights  of  established 
truth.  Let  us  also  permit  the  youth  to  feel  that  the  keystone  means 
much  to  him  long  before  he  can  read  the  mystic  motto  which  surrounds 
it.  Since  we  are  in  position  to  do  these  things,  now  that  the  Home  is 
an  accomplished  fact,  let  us  undertake  this  great  work  which  means 
so  much  to  our  Fraternity,  and  at  the  same  time,  benefits  mankind.” 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Home  for 
Aged  Masons  occupies  over  fifty  pages,  and  is  interesting 
in  the  extreme.  One  of  the  items  speaks  of  a  Knights  Tem¬ 
plar  Hospital,  presented  to  the  Home  by  the  Grand  Corn- 
man  dery  of  Texas,  and  is  doing  greater  service  possibly 
than  any  other  institution  connected  with  the  Home. 

The  Grand  Orator,  Companion  J.  W.  Pender,  delivered 
a  wonderful  address  on  “Masonry  and  Life,”  which  is 
printed  in  full  in  the  Proceedings. 
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The  third  session  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  devoted  to 
the  reports  of  the  various  Committees.  Perhaps  the  report 
of  the  Doings  of  the  Grand  Officers  was  the  most  interesting, 
as  it  was  their  duty  to  check  up  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
High  Priest.  It  occupied  five  pages,  closely  printed  matter, 
and  was  favorable  to  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  a  gem, 
in  its  way. 

There  were  four  interesting  items  in  the  Proceedings, 
viz.,  The  Grand  High  Priest’s  Report,  The  Grand  Orator’s 
Address,  The  Committee’s  Report  on  the  Doings  of  Grand 
Officers,  and  The  Report  on  Fraternal  Relations  for  1924, 
by  Companion  T.  M.  Bartley.  Every  one  was  a  remark¬ 
able  exposition  of  the  subject  treated,  and  all  one  can  say 
is  that  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Texas  should  be  on  the  table  of  every  student  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry. 

Pennsylvania  was  reviewed  in  an  article  of  three  pages, 
which  covered  the  subject  very  well  indeed. 

We  quote  one  item  from  his  report: 

“We  note  that  all  Companions  who  had  not  received  the  Order  of 
High  Priesthood  were  asked  to  retire  while  the  Grand  High  Priest  was 
installed.  Then  they  were  readmitted,  and  the  other  Grand  Officers 
were  installed.  We  wonder  why.” 

The  reason  “why”  this  is  done  is  because  the  “Order  of 
High  Priesthood”  is  conferred  on  the  elected  High  Priest 
at  the  same  time  he  is  installed,  and  only  in  the  presence 
of  those  who  have  obtained  High  Priesthood.  This  is  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Masonry. 

Frank  Holt,  Corsicana,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

T.  M.  Bartley,  Waco,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Sam  J.  Helm,  Corsicana,  Correspondent. 


E.  E.,  Jr. 
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UTAH. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Utah  convened  in  its  Fourteenth  Annual  Convocation  at 
the  Masonic  Temple,  Ogden,  on  Friday,  May  22,  1925,  A.  I. 
2455,  at  10.00  A.  M. 

M.  E.  Companion  George  W.  Lynch,  Grand  High  Priest, 
called  the  Convocation  to  order. 

A.  D.  Pinney  acted  as  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest.  Dep¬ 
uty  Grand  High  Priest  J.  C.  Brown  was  present,  but  acted 
in  another  capacity.  Companion  W.  H.  Wilkins  acted  as 
Grand  King,  Companion  John  C.  Brown  as  Grand  Captain 
of  the  Host,  Companion  Percy  N.  Cook  as  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Captain,  Companion  Herman  Grimm  substituted  as 
Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail,  and  Companion  W.  W. 
Rager  as  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 

The  Acting  Grand  Secretary  was  directed  to  call  the  roll 
of  the  Grand  Officers  and  representatives  of  Chapters,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  there  was  a  constitutional  number 
of  Chapters  represented. 

A  quartette  stationed  in  the  ante-room  then  sang 
“ America,”  in  which  all  the  Companions  present  joined,  and 
after  invocation  by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  opened  in  Ample  Form . 

There  were  quite  a  number  of  distinguished  visitors  ad¬ 
mitted,  among  whom  was  Companion  Fred  Clement 
Schramm,  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General  of  the  A. 
and  A.  S.  R.  Bodies  of  Utah  and  Nevada,  who  was  received 
with  the  Grand  Honors,  and  in  response  to  the  address  of 
welcome  by  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  said : 
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“As  our  Grand  High  Priest  referred  to  my  membership  here  in 
this  august  Chapter,  I  wish  also  to  express  it  -is  a  pleasure  to  be  here 
to  commune  with  Companions  in  my  home  Chapter.  It  is  a  very  nice 
compliment  and  a  very  fitting  one  to  receive  such  a  welcome  and 
invitation  as  I  had  from  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  meet  here  today 
with  you.  It  is  conducive  to  the  right  spirit  that  should  exist  in  all 
Masonic  bodies  here  in  this  State.  As  I  have  oftentimes  said,  it  is 
more  important  than  in  any  other  Jurisdiction  in  this  United  States 
that  all  Masons  should  be  brought  closer  to  each  other  than  in  any 
other  Jurisdiction,  and  whenever  any  institution  meets,  if  that  insti¬ 
tution  is  right  and  founded  on  the  right  principles,  it  always 
strengthens  that  organization,  and,  owing  to  the  peculiar  conditions 
that  exist  in  this  State,  Masons  are  bound  together  a  little  stronger, 
work  a  little  better,  without  any  opposition.  When  you  look  back  and 
see  the  opposition  that  was  offered  here  in  the  early  days,  and  the  hard 
work  it  was  for  the  Blue  Lodges  to  exist  here,  and  the  fight  put  up  by 
the  people  who  preceded  us  in  this  State,  you  are  bound  to  realize 
it  had  its  influences,  but  such  men  as  Parley  Williams,  Samuel 
Paul  and  others,  who  fought  the  first  fights  in  Utah,  paved  the  way 
for  us  who  come  along  in  later  years,  to  benefit  by  their  efforts.” 

There  was  no  Representative  from  Pennsylvania  in  the 
Chapter  room  when  the  roll  of  Representatives  was  called. 
Probably  there  was  no  such  person. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  then  commenced  his  address, 
which  began  by  expressing  gratitude  to  the  Creator  of 
the  Universe  for  his  protecting  care  and  favor,  and  this 
was  followed  up  with  the  leading  events  in  Capitular 
Masonry  for  the  past  year. 

He  visited  officially  each  Chapter  in  the  Grand  Juris¬ 
diction,  and  unofficially  some  of  them  two  or  three  times, 
and  has,  no  doubt,  been  a  source  of  inspiration  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  subordinate  Chapters. 

He  constituted  one  new  Chapter:  Mt.  Pleasant,  No.  7, 
in  a  most  satisfactory  manner,  and  under  the  most  auspi¬ 
cious  circumstances. 
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After  the  officers  were  elected  and  installed,  they  went 
into  a  business  session,  and  elected  six  petitioners  for  the 
degrees.  Afterwards,  the  degrees,  Mark,  Past,  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Master  and  Royal  Arch,  were  conferred  on  six 
candidates. 

Grand  Chapter  By-Laws  were  printed  this  year  sepa¬ 
rately,  instead  of  in  Proceedings,  as  has  been  the  custom 
every  five  years. 

He  issued  five  dispensations  for  various  reasons. 

He  made  three  decisions,  which  were  sustained  by  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

He  issued  an  edict  restoring  fraternal  relations  with  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland. 

He  appointed  Companion  Gustave  A.  Muehlhof  Grand 
Representative  at  Pennsylvania. 

Companion  Lawrence  M.  Brumbaugh  was  appointed 
Grand  Representative  for  Pennsylvania. 

He  made  several  recommendations,  among  which  was 
this : 

“I  recommend  that  the  By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
be  amended  so  that  the  date  of  our  Grand  Chapter  Convocation  pre¬ 
cedes  by  one  day  the  date  of  the  Grand  Commandery  Conclave  of 
Knights  Templar  of  Utah,  and  that  said  Convocation  be  held  at  the 
same  place  as  the  Grand  Commandery  Conclave.  This  will  insure  a 
larger  representation  at  each  of  these  important  gatherings,  and  a 
saving  of  time  and  money,  particularly  for  representatives  traveling 
any  considerable  distance.  This  arrangement  obtains  in  practically 
all  Jurisdictions  in  the  U.  S.  A.,  and  I  should  like  to  see  it  applied  in 
this  Jurisdiction.” 
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“No  member  of  the  Craft  within  this  Jurisdiction  shall  apply  for 
or  receive  any  Scottish  Rite  or  Royal  Arch  degree  until  at  least  one 
year  has  elapsed  since  taking  the  third  degree  and  before  and  until 
he  shall  have  qualified  himself  in  the  catechism  of  the  Master  Mason’s 
degree,  provided  that  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  Masons  who  have 
received  the  third  degree  prior  to  January  1,  1921.  No  Master  Mason 
shall  solicit  for  said  higher  degree  from  any  Mason  who  has  not  been 
a  Master  Mason  in  good  standing  for  at  least  one  year  prior  to  such 
solicitation.” 

He  expressed  a  profound  regret  of  the  sickness  of  Grand 
Secretary  M.  E.  Walter  DaniUls. 

The  conclusion  of  his  address  was  happily  expressed  in 
words  of  love  and  affection  for  Lis  co-workers  in  Capitular 
Masonry. 

The  Necrology  Committee  made  a  beautiful  report,  and 
it  was  signed  by  A.  C.  Emerson,  Chairman,  and  elicited 
the  thanks  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Salt  Lake  City  was  chosen  as  the  next  place  of  meeting 
for  the  Grand  Chapter. 

At  the  end  of  the  session,  M.  E.  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  McGee  presented  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Lynch 
with  a  beautiful  watch,  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
as  a  token  of  the  service  he  rendered  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Pennsylvania  for  1924  was  reviewed  in  nearly  a  page, 
in  the  correspondence  column. 

M.  E.  John  C.  Brown,  Grand  High  Priest,  Ogden,  Utah. 

M.  E.  Walter  Daniels,  Grand  Secretary,  Salt  Lake 
City. 

E.  W.  F.  Bulkley,  Grand  Correspondent. 

E.  E.,  Jr. 
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VERMONT. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Vermont 
convened  in  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of  Burlington,  at 
9  o’clock  A.  M.,  on  Tuesday,  the  9th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1925, 
A.  I.  2455. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  by  M.  E.  Archie  S. 
Harriman,  Grand  High  Priest,  in  Ample  Form ,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Grand  Officers. 

The  minutes  of  the  Annual  Convocation  of  1924,  having 
been  printed  and  circulated,  were  approved  without  reading. 

The  Grand  Secretary  then  called  the  roll  of  officers  and 
Grand  Representatives. 

An  invitation  was  extended  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  to  all  Companions  in  good  standing  to  seats  in  the 
Grand  Chapter  during  the  Convocation. 

Distinguished  visitors  in  waiting  were  reported  to  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Archie  S.  Harriman,  who  di¬ 
rected  them  to  be  admitted.  They  were  then  conducted 
into  the  Chapter  Hall,  and  Companion  Harriman  cordially 
welcomed  R.  E.  Winthrop  J.  Cushing,  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts,  and 
personal  representative  of  its  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E. 
Harry  G.  Pollard;  M.  E.  Donald  E.  Spears,  Grand  High 
Priest  of  Rhode  Island;  M.  E.  John  F.  Birmingham,  Grand 
High  Priest  of  New  York.  At  a  later  hour  in  the  session, 
each  of  these  visiting  Companions  addressed  the  Grand 
Chapter,  to  the  decided  interest  and  profit  of  the  latter. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  commenced  his  address 
to  the  Grand  Chapter,  stating  the  object  of  the  assemblage, 
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and  paying  tribute  to  the  departed  Companions.  The  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputies  came  in  for  their  meed  of  praise.  He  dwelt 
at  some  length  on  District  meetings,  which  in  the  main 
pleased  him.  He  granted  three  dispensations  which  were 
within  the  law,  and  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Jurisprudence. 

One  Chapter  and  six  Commanderies  of  Knights  Templar 
sent  him  Christmas  greetings,  which  brought  forth  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  appreciation. 

He  recommended  Companion  Robert  M.  Mills  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Vermont. 

Fraternal  relations  were  restored  between  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Vermont  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland. 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  report  showed  31  chartered  Chap¬ 
ters,  with  a  membership  of  5982. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  Companion  Charles 
W.  Whitcomb,  showed  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont  to 
be  in  a  good  financial  condition. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  is  always  interesting, 
and  one  learns  much  in  the  reading.  Companion  T.  J. 
Allen,  the  Grand  Lecturer,  made  a  point,  when  he  said : 

“Subordinate  Chapters  need  one  thing — that  is  leadership.  If  a 
Chapter  has  an  active  and  efficient  High  Priest,  who  pursues  his 
duties  with  interest  and  encourages  his  associates  to  aid  him,  it  is  safe 
to  wager  that  such  a  Chapter  is  in  good  condition.  The  choice  of 
officers  is  of  far-reaching  importance  and  is  worthy  of  careful  con¬ 
sideration.” 

Pennsylvania  was  reviewed  for  1923  by  Companion 
Henry  Lincoln  Ballou,  Past  Grand  High  Priest.  One  of 
the  items  of  his  report  reads  as  follows : 
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“We  learn  from  the  Grand  High  Priest's  address  that  the  minimum 
fee  for  the  three  degrees  is  now  thirty  dollars,  and  the  minimum  dues 
four  dollars.  They  have  but  three  degrees,  as  they  have  eliminated 
the  Past  Master's,  if  they  were  foolish  enough  to  have  it." 

We  never  eliminated  the  Past  Master's  Degree,  for  the 
simple  reason  we  never  had  it  in  our  possession,  as  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  always  held  control  of  it, 
and  probably  always  will,  for  the  revenue  to  be  obtained 
for  it. 

For  the  information  of  Companion  Ballou,  the  making 
of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  at  sight  is  a  prerogative  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  done  by  having 
the  several  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  conferred  in 
regular  Royal  Arch  Chapter  on  a  Past  Master  Mason,  in 
the  presence  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  if  he  does 
not  do  the  work  himself. 

The  novice,  however,  must  stand  an  election  to  become  a 
member  of  a  Chapter. 

There  is  no  meeting,  Companion  Ballou,  of  the  Order 
of  High  Priesthood  in  Pennsylvania,  that  ever  the  writer 
knew,  and  he  has  been  a  Past  High  Priest  for  a  number  of 
years. 

When  a  Companion  is  elected  to  the  station  of  High 
Priest,  he  is  installed  as  such,  and  at  his  installation,  has 
the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  conferred  upon  him.  Simple, 
is  it  not? 

Companion  Ballou  speaks  of  the  opinion  of  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  William  B.  Meredith  in  regard  to  the  Order 
of  DeMolay  for  Boys,  which  was  not  favorable  when  con¬ 
nected  with  Freemasonry,  and  adds,  “We  are  inclined  to 
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believe  him  right.”  The  writer  is  not  only  inclined,  but 
believes  him  to  be  right,  as  he  usually  was  on  all  important 
Masonic  matters. 

Companion  Roger  S.  Pike,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
Rutland. 

Companion  Henry  H.  Ross,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Bur¬ 
lington. 

Companion  Henry  L.  Ballou,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  Reviewer. 

E.  E.,  Jr. 


VICTORIA. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
Royal  Arch  Freemasons  for  the  year  ending  April,  1925, 
is  before  us. 

The  Grand  Chapter  officers  for  1925-1926  are : 

First  Grand  Principal,  M.  E.  Companion  Thomas 
Mackenzie  Kirkwood. 

Second  Grand  Principal,  R.  E.  Companion  William 
Arthur  Wright. 

Third  Grand  Principal,  R.  E.  Companion  Arthur 
Henry  Frewin  Lord. 

Grand  Scribe  E.,  R.  E.  Companion  John  E.  Kennedy, 
P.  G.  H. 

Grand  Scribe  N.,  V.  E.  Companion  J.  W.  Douglas  Nisbet. 

Grand  Treasurer,  V.  E.  Companion  Chas.  T.  Martin. 

Grand  Registrar,  R.  E.  Companion  John  W.  Robertson, 
P.  G.  H. 
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President  Committee  General  Purposes,  V.  E.  Companion 
Walter  B.  House. 

The  Committee  of  General  Purposes  of  Grand  Chapter 
consists  of  six  ex-officio  members,  and  elected  six  Metro¬ 
politan  seats  and  three  country  seats. 

There  are  fifty-one  constituent  Chapters,  with  a  total 
membership  of  3275. 

Companion  Paul  J.  Pontius,  of  Philadelphia,  is  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  Victoria  Grand  Chapter  near  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  John  Adcock,  care  of  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Institution,  Melbourne,  represents  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Pennsylvania  near  Victoria  Supreme  Grand  Chapter. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication,  held  July  16,  1924,  of 
the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria,  it  was  announced 
that  six  Past  Grand  Chapter  officers  had  passed  beyond 
the  vail  since  the  last  Convocation.  This  is  the  largest 
number  in  its  history. 

Five  members  of  subordinate  Chapters  were  excluded 
from  their  Chapters  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

At  the  October  Quarterly  Communication,  the  Grand 
“Z”  in  his  report  said: 

“On  the  26th  of  July,  I  had  the  privilege  of  constituting  and  con¬ 
secrating  the  Goulburn  Chapter,  No.  47,  at  Seymour.  The  sponsor 
was  the  Valley  Chapter,  No.  36,  Shepparton,  and  there  was  a  fine 
attendance  of  its  members.  An  excellent  team  of  Grand  Chapter 
Officers  took  part  in  the  ceremonies,  and  we  were  specially  indebted 
to  R.  E.  Companion  H.  M.  Lee,  P.  G.  H.,  who  acted  as  Chaplain,  and 
delivered  an  admirable  oration.  The  first  Z  of  this  Chapter  is  R.  E. 
Companion  John  Adcock,  P.  G.  H.,  who  will  have  to  journey  from 
Melbourne  to  attend  the  Chapter  Convocations  and  rehearsals.  The 
sacrifice  which  this  will  entail  should  inspire  the  local  members  with 
a  firm  resolution  to  emulate  his  fine  example,  and  so  erect  on  a  foun¬ 
dation  of  self-sacrifice  and  enthusiasm  a  Chapter  which  shall  in  the 
exposition  of  our  best  traditions  equal  any  in  the  Territory.” 


1925] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


249 


At  this  communication  they  received  word  of  the  deaths 
of  P.  G.  H.  P.  William  B.  Meredith  and  Hibbert  P.  John. 
They  also  received  a  copy  of  the  1923  edition  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  following  appeared  in  the  Proceedings  of  this  (Oc¬ 
tober)  Communication: 

“The  Committee  of  General  Purposes  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Freemasons  of  Victoria  greatly  deplores  the  dis¬ 
cord  at  present  existing  between  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapters  of 
Scotland  and  New  South  Wales,  and  is  strongly  of  the  opinion  that 
the  interests  of  Royal  Arch  Freemasonry  in  the  State  of  New  South 
Wales  can  be  best  served  by  the  whole  of  the  Chapters  in  that  Terri¬ 
tory  being  placed  under  the  control  of  one  Grand  Chapter,  with 
exclusive  sovereign  rights  therein,  and  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter 
of  Victoria  would  be  glad  to  encourage  the  formation  of  such  a  Grand 
Chapter  in  every  way  not  inconsistent  with  the  fraternal  relations 
which  have  always  existed  between  this  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Grand 
Chapters  of  Scotland  and  New  South  Wales.” 

The  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Victoria  was  held  at  Melbourne, 
April  22,  1925. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Alfred  Callaway,  Grand  Z, 
presiding  for  the  last  time,  made  a  most  interesting  report, 
and  one  subject  was  so  good  we  reproduce  it  in  full: 

“From  time  to  time  evidence  reaches  us  from  some  Chapters  of  the 
acceptance  of  office  by  Companions  either  too  indifferent  or  too  in¬ 
dolent  to  properly  qualify  themselves  in  the  work  and  lectures  per¬ 
taining  to  such  offices.  Not  infrequently  such  an  officer  is  one  whose 
work  in  the  Craft  degrees  was  beyond  reproach,  who  rose  to  the  Chair 
of  his  Lodge  only  after  many  years  of  regular  attendance  at  rehears¬ 
als  and  Lodge  of  Instruction,  and  whose  well-earned  reputation  for 
efficiency  in  Craft  work  should  have  been  a  guarantee  that  in  this 
Supreme  Degree  he  would  be  satisfied  with  no  lower  standard.  Then 
there  is  the  Companion  who  allows  himself  to  be  elected  to  a  Prin¬ 
cipal’s  chair  and  openly  declares  that  he  does  not  propose  ho  take 


250 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1925 


the  trouble  to  learn  the  lectures  pertaining  to  such  chair.  And  there 
is  the  unfortunate  Companion  whose  lack  of  education  leads  to  the 
omission  or  mispronunciation  of  essential  words  and  phrases  and  the 
failure  to  himself  comprehend  the  instruction  he  is  attempting  to 
impart  to  the  candidate.  Any  Companion  unable  or  unwilling  to  per¬ 
form  the  duties  of  an  office  with  reasonable  efficiency  should  not  be 
appointed  to  office  or  promoted  to  higher  responsibility;  and  the 
Principals  and  Companions  of  every  Chapter  should  remember  that 
in  their  hands  rest,  not  only  the  well-being  of  their  own  Chapter,  but 
the  reputation  and  usefulness  of  Capitular  Masonry  throughout  this 
Territory.” 

In  his  valedictory,  among  many  good  items,  he  said : 

“It  is  a  matter  of  the  deepest  gratification  to  me  that  amid  the 
multitude  of  stories  exchanged  during  our  travels  there  has  been  no 
suggestion  of  impropriety,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  enforcing 
the  fact  that  purity  is  one  of  our  basic  principles.  It  seems  to  me 
that  one  whose  memory  is  stored  with  unclean  anecdotes  cannot  pos¬ 
sibly  be  pure  in  heart.” 

Grand  Z  Callaway  was  a  good  officer,  and  left  his  Grand 
Chapter  in  an  advanced  position,  and  the  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  of  Victoria  is  better  for  his  administration  of  its 
affairs,  and  the  Province  of  Victoria  by  his  being  a  clean, 
upright  citizen. 

First  Grand  Principal,  R.  E.  Companion  Thomas  Mac- 
Kenzie  Kirkwood, 

Grand  Scribe,  R.  E.  Companion  John  E.  Kennedy. 

E.  E.,  Jr. 


VIRGINIA. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Seventeenth  Grand  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in 
Virginia  convened  in  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
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mond,  Va.,  on  Tuesday  evening,  October  28,  1924,  at  8 
o’clock,  when,  after  prayer  by  Companion  F.  T.  McFaden, 
D.  D.,  Grand  Chaplain,  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  was 
opened  in  Solemn  Form  by  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  J.  J. 
Mattern. 

Eleven  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present. 

Ten  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  were  in  attend¬ 
ance,  out  of  a  possible  twenty-one. 

\ 

Among  the  Grand  Representatives  present  was  Compan¬ 
ion  R.  M.  Ferguson,  who  represented  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Most  Excellent  J.  J.  Mattern,  Grand  High  Priest,  then 
commenced  his  address,  the  opening  words  of  which  were: 

“By  the  grace  and  under  the  protection  of  the  great  I  Am,  we 
are  again  permitted  to  assemble  in  Grand  Annual  Convocation,  to 
consider  the  work  of  the  past  year,  and  to  plan  for  the  next. 

“It  gives  me  pleasure  to  extend  to  you  fraternal  greetings  and  give 
you  a  word  of  welcome  to  this,  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventeenth 
Grand  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  in  Virginia;  and  in  accordance  with  law  and  custom  I  here¬ 
with  submit  a  short  statement  of  my  official  acts  as  your  Grand  High 
Priest  during  the  past  Capitular  year.” 

The  Necrology  embraced  a  long  list,  and  many  bright 
Masons,  one  of  whom  was  the  Grand  King,  Right  Excellent 
Russell  Samuel  Bucher,  whose  portrait  and  an  extended 
notice  of  his  record  were  printed  in  the  Proceedings  of  1924. 

Three  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  mentioned  in  this 
part  of  his  report;  also,  Past  Grand  High  Priests  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  William  B.  Meredith  and  Hibbert  P.  John. 
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He  issued  a  number  of  commissions  to  Grand  Representa¬ 
tives  near  the  Grand  Chapters  of  other  Jurisdictions. 

He  made  a  number  of  Grand  Visitations,  first  of  which 
was  his  own  Chapter,  No.  9,  and  the  last  one  was  Lee 
Royal  Chapter,  No.  69,  at  Pennington  Gap. 

“Invitations  Declined. — The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania  tendered  me  a  cordial  invitation  to  its  Annual  Grand 
‘Communication/  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  on  Saint  John’s  Day  in 
December,  which  I  was  compelled  to  decline  on  December  3,  1923. 

“Such  a  visit  would  have  been  a  peculiar  pleasure,  as  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia  are  the  only  two  Grand  Chapters  in  the  United  States 
who  were  never  members  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.” 

He  granted  eight  dispensations  for  various  reasons,  and 
refused  four. 

Virginia  confers  the  Select  and  Royal  Master's  Degrees 
in  its  Chapters. 

Under  the  head  of  “A  Unique  Incident,"  he  said : 

“On  August  15,  1924,  I  received  from  John  A.  Colburn,  Grand 
Recorder  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  a  request  that  their  Adoniram  Council,  No.  2, 
be  permitted  to  hold  a  ‘special  session’  for  the  purpose  of  conferring 
the  degree  of  Super-Excellent  Master  in  the  Endless  Caverns  of  your 
State. 

“I  was  glad  to  approve  this  request,  as  this  Degree  is  not  in  our 
system,  and  so  could  not  interfere  with  any  of  our  work.  The  Grand 
Secretary  was  directed  to  write  him  accordingly.” 

Grand  Secretary’s  report  showed  a  total  membership 
of  the  State  to  be  16,765. 

The  finances  also  appeared  to  be  in  good  shape. 

Fraternal  Correspondence  Committee  is  headed  by  Com¬ 
panion  Joseph  W.  Eggleston,  but  for  some  reason  Penn¬ 
sylvania  has  not  been  reviewed. 

Companion  Wm.  Frank  Bowden,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  Norfolk. 
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Companion  J.  Gus  Hankins,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary, 
Richmond. 


Companion  Jos.  W.  Eggleston,  Fraternal  Correspondent, 
Richmond. 


E.  E.,  Jr. 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 

The  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Blue- 
field,  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  10th  and  11th  days  of 
November,  A.  D.  1924,  A.  I.  2454.  Opening  session  on  the 
10th,  at  7.30  o’clock  P.  M. 

All  the  Officers  of  Grand  Chapter  were  in  their  respective 
stations  and  places,  and  all  headed  by  Companion  Samuel 
R.  Holroyd,  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest. 

Ten  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  eleven  District  Deputy 
Grand  Lecturers,  also,  representatives  of  forty-four  subor¬ 
dinate  Chapters,  were  present. 

A  constitutional  number  of  subordinate  Chapters  being 
represented,  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  at  7.30  o’clock  P.  M., 
Monday,  November  10,  1924. 

Companion  James  H.  Collehon  was  recognized,  and  in 
a  beautiful  and  patriotic  speech  presented  a  handsome  silk 
American  flag  in  behalf  of  an  officer  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
whose  name  was  withheld  at  the  request  of  the  donor. 
Companion  Carnty  M.  Layne  accepted  the  flag  in  behalf 
of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

All  joined  in  singing  the  National  Anthem,  and  repeated 
the  pledges  of  allegiance  to  the  flag. 
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The  roll  of  the  Grand  Representatives  of  other  Grand 
Chapters  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia  was 
called.  No  one  answered  for  Pennsylvania,  however,  and 
the  writer  was  wondering  if  no  one  had  such  an  appoint¬ 
ment. 

R.  E.  Companion  Gravatt  welcomed  the  Representatives 
of  sister  Grand  Chapters,  extending  the  felicitations  of 
this  Grand  Chapter,  and  requested  each  Representative  to 
communicate  to  his  Grand  Chapter  the  greetings  and  well 
wishes  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia. 

Companion  B.  D.  Gibson,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  in  behalf  of  the 
Representatives,  expressed  their  thanks  for  the  reception, 
and  the  hope  that  the  session  would  be  pleasant  and  profit¬ 
able. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  then  addressed  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter,  saying  in  part : 

“It  is  with  much  pleasure  and  pride  that  I  express  to  you  my 
heartiest  greeting.  Once  more  we  have  gathered  to  clasp  hands  in 
the  bonds  of  brotherhood;  to  mingle  in  the  sweet  communion  of  fel¬ 
lowship,  and  to  cluster  round  this  old  altar  and  feel  that  ‘All  is  well., 
The  significance  of  so  notable  a  circumstance  is  such  that  we  may 
well  rejoice  on  this  occasion.  And  not  only  may  we  rejoice  at  its 
momentary  pleasure,  but  likewise,  as  we  turn  our  thoughts  backward 
over  the  period  of  one  year,  we  may  rejoice  at  the  progress  and 
advancement  that  Capitular  Masonry  has  experienced  therein,  the 
details  of  which  will  appear  later.  We  are  thankful,  too,  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  year,  death  has  not  invaded  our  official  family.” 

He  then  gave  names  of  four  Companions  to  represent 
and  speak  for  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia  in  their 
respective  Jurisdictions;  also,  the  names  of  ten  Com¬ 
panions  to  act  as  Grand  Representatives  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  West  Virginia. 
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He  granted  five  requests  to  confer  the  degrees  for  other 
Jurisdictions.  He  also  made  requests  of  two  other  Grand 
Jurisdictions  to  confer  the  degrees  for  two  West  Virginia 
Chapters. 

He  granted  two  dispensations,  one  of  which  was  to 
Wheeling  Chapter,  No.  1,  to  confer  all  the  degrees  upon 
one  candidate,  he  being  the  only  one  elected  at  that  time. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  decided  that  a  dis¬ 
pensation  was  not  needed,  as  the  degrees  could  have  been 

conferred  by  substitutes  at  the  proper  time. 

\ 

He  offered  the  following  recommendation : 

“Allot  to  each  officer  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  including  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  certain  Chapters  to  visit  during  the  year,  and  make  a 
written  report. 

“Also  to  have  the  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers  make  a  written  report. 

“A  mid-year  School  of  Instruction  at  different  points  in  the  State, 
and  the  chapters  in  that  section  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Deputy  in 
charge  of  said  school. 

“To  compel  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  be  a  member  of  ‘The  Order 
of  High  Priesthood.’ 

“Not  to  pay  out  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  any  charitable 
institution  not  associated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

“I  also  recommend  the  salary  of  the  Grand  Secretary  be  increased 
at  least  enough  to  take  care  of  office  rent  and  all  legitimate  expenses 
of  the  office.” 

The  Committee  on  Finance  approved  No.  6,  and  raised 
the  salary  of  the  Grand  Secretary  to  the  amount  of  two 
hundred  dollars. 

Our  experience  in  Freemasonry  has  been  that  the  Sec¬ 
retaries  of  the  subordinate  and  Grand  Bodies  are  underpaid, 
and  were  it  not  for  the  love  of  the  Craft,  many  vacancies 
would  have  to  be  noted. 
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The  Committee  of  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Officers  saw 
no  necessity  of  requiring  the  Grand  Officers  to  visit  certain 
Chapters. 

They  approved  the  recommendation  to  require  each 
Deputy  Grand  Lecturer  to  make  a  written  report  of  the 
Chapters  in  his  Jurisdiction. 

They  reported:  “The  proposition  for  a  School  of  In¬ 
struction  at  different  parts  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  is 
an  open  question  for  this  Grand  Chapter  to  decide.” 

We  suppose  the  make-up  of  all  Chapter  Masons  is  about 
the  same,  no  matter  of  what  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

Pennsylvania  has  found  it  very  satisfactory  to  have  Chap¬ 
ter  Schools  in  all  important  centres,  and  it  not  only  teaches 
the  ritual,  but  inspires  interest  and  enthusiasm  in  Capit¬ 
ular  Masonry.  Why  not  try  it  in  West  Virginia? 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  did  not  approve  the 
recommendation  to  compel  the  Grand  High  Priest  to 
become  a  member  of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood,  de¬ 
claring  there  was  no  law  to  carry  out  the  recommendation, 
however  laudable  it  may  be. 

On  the  fifth  recommendation,  it  says:  “The  funds  of 
this  Grand  Chapter  for  charitable  purposes  should  not  be 
limited  or  confined  to  any  particular  class.” 

All  of  the  recommendations  of  this  Committee  were 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  showed:  Member¬ 
ship,  November,  1923,  11,438;  Exalted,  1924,  754;  ad¬ 
mitted,  1924,  40;  omitted,  1923,  3;  reinstated,  1924,  23; 
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12,258.  Demitted,  79;  died,  109;  suspended,  152;  expelled, 
5;  345.  Membership,  1924,  11,913;  net  gain,  475. 

Companion  Prescott  C.  White,  Grand  Lecturer,  in  his 
report  said : 

“While  there  has  been  no  remarkable  growth  or  increase  in  mem¬ 
bership,  yet  the  additions  to  the  membership  have  been  fully  up  to 
the  average,  if  not  slightly  above.  The  financial  condition  of  all  of 
the  Chapters  appears  to  be  satisfactory;  in  some  cases,  exceptionally 
good.  More  of  the  Chapters  are  manifesting  an  interest  in  the  ritual 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  I  believe  there  is  more  general  accuracy 
and  uniformity  in  the  work,  owing  to  the  regular  visits  of  the  Deputy 
Lecturers  and  Inspectors,  than  there  has  been  in  previous  years.” 

A  notable  paragraph  in  the  report  of  Companion  T. 
William  Stobbs,  D.  D.  Grand  Lecturer,  reads  as  follows : 

“The  one  main  fault  I  have  to  find  with  the  Chapters  in  the  coun¬ 
try  districts  is  that  the  work  has  to  be  done  by  a  certain  few,  and 
they  keep  the  work  among  themselves  as  they  cannot  get  any  of  the 
new  Companions  to  learn  the  work.” 

Rotation  of  office  and  rotation  of  officers  to  do  the  work 
are  the  only  things  to  keep  a  Masonic  body  alive,  and  to 
inspire  a  desire  to  shine  as  a  bright  Freemason. 

One  of  the  items  in  the  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
reads : 

“Through  the  efforts  of  M.  E.  William  F.  Kuhn,  General  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  the  Earl  of  Cassillis,  First  Grand  Principal  of  the 
Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland,  an  agreement  was 
entered  into  whereby  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  354,  of  the  Philippine 
Islands,  is  permitted  to  retain  its  Charter  from  the  Supreme  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland — and  its  members  shall  be  recognized 
as  regularly  made  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

“That  no  more  Chapters  shall  be  chartered  by  the  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  of  Scotland  in  said  territory. 
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“Said  Keystone  Chapter  shall  accept  no  petitions  for  membership 
for  exaltation  except  from  members  of  the  Scottish  Lodge  of  Manila, 
known  as  Lodge  Perla  del  Orient,  No.  IDSL” 

“William  Boling  Meredith,  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

“Very  long  time  in  active  service.  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  for  51  years,  and  Chairman  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  for  15  years. 

“Born  September  17th,  1839. 

“Died  May  17th,  1924.” 

This  is  the  way  the  Committe  on  Necrology  honors  the 
memory  of  this  beloved  Companion. 

Companion  G.  M.  Ford,  Foreign  Correspondent,  reviews 
Pennsylvania  in  a  page  and  one  half,  and  gives  credit  to 
Companion  John  M.  Core  as  a  very  active  and  efficient 
officer. 

He  regrets  that  Companion  Harry  J.  Bell,  Representa¬ 
tive  of  West  Virginia,  was  not  present  at  any  of  the  Con¬ 
ventions. 

He  gives  credit  to  the  present  correspondent,  writing  a 
good  review  of  the  important  occurrences. 

Living  close  to  the  West  Virginia  line,  the  reviewer  has 
a  very  warm  spot  in  his  heart  for  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
West  Virginia,  and  for  everything  else  that  is  good  in  that 
dear  old  State. 

Companion  James  Albert  Bryan,  Most  Excellent  Grand 
High  Priest,  Parkersburg. 

Companion  George  M.  Ford,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary, 
Wheeling. 

Companion  George  M.  Ford,  R.  E.  Grand  Correspondent, 
Wheeling. 


E.  E.,  Jr. 
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WISCONSIN. 

The  Seventy-fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Wisconsin  was  opened  in 
due  form  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  in  the  Scottish  Rite 
Cathedral,  corner  of  Van  Buren  and  Oneida  Streets,  in  the 
city  of  Milwaukee,  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  February  17, 
1925,  at  2  o'clock. 

M.  E.  Companion  Bernard  F.  Keeler,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Full  Form,  Companion 
James  E.  Garrett  leading  in  prayer. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  then  commenced  his  address, 
and  expressed  many  beautiful  thoughts,  among  which  was: 

“When  service  in  Masonry  is  recognized  as  service  to  God  by  those 
in  whose  hands  are  the  reins  of  administration,  the  soul  dwells  in  a 
higher  atmosphere  of  peace  and  good-will,  and  life  is  indeed  made 
worth  while.” 

He  mentioned  the  passing  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
William  B.  Meredith  and  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

He  constituted  three  new  Chapters  and  issued  dispen¬ 
sations  for  three  more. 

He  recommended  Companion  Ludwig  Solsrud,  White¬ 
chapel,  Wisconsin,  as  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  near 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin. 

He  gives  considerable  space  to  the  “Order  of  DeMolay” 
for  boys,  and  seems  to  think  it  is  a  good  thing  for  the  boys, 
but  at  the  same  time,  he  does  not  say  anything  of  its  effect 
on  Freemasonry. 
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He  gives  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  a  boost  in 
recommending  a  careful  reading  of  the  same  by  everyone , 
and  adds  much  valuable  information  may  be  gained  by 
doing  so,  and  no  Companion  interested  in  Capitular  Ma¬ 
sonry  can  afford  to  ignore  it. 

A  large  portion  of  his  address  was  given  to  the  con¬ 
tention  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin  with  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Grand  Chapter  over  the  severance  of  fraternal  inter¬ 
course  with  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Scotland  and  Texas. 
This  contention  was  settled  in  favor  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Wisconsin  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  whose 
opinion  was  sustained  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

Companion  Harry  P.  De  Baufer,  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest,  made  an  interesting  and  witty  report  on  a  visit 
to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  Portland,  Me. 

Not  much  business  of  interest  to  the  layman  was  trans¬ 
acted. 

In  his  address,  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  put  the 
pertinent  question: 

“Whether  the  world  was  any  better  because  eight  hundred  thousand 
Royal  Arch  Masons  have  lived,  and  added  to  the  age’s  influence  in 
deeds  of  loving  kindness  and  joy.  ‘Have  we/  he  asked,  ‘contributed 
even  a  little  of  thought  to  the  civilization  of  today?  Have  the  intel¬ 
lectual,  moral  and  spiritual  forces  been  quickened?  Has  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  since  its  formation  into  an  organization,  one  hundred  twenty- 
seven  years  ago,  been  any  force,  any  influence  to  relieve  this  old  world 
of  its  turmoil  and  strife?’  ” 

Companion  De  Baufer  quotes  this  because  he  believes 
they  are  thoughts  that  all  of  us  may  very  well  consider. 

The  General  Grand  High  Priest  believed  that  the  ques¬ 
tions  might  be  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
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Speaking  of  its  present  position,  he  said:  “The  tide  is 
sweeping  on — not  a  tide  for  membership,  but  a  tide  for 
dignified  rituals.” 

The  report  showed  a  total  membership  of  761,615  in  3325 
subordinate  Chapters,  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Grand  Chapter. 

Over  six  pages  of  the  Proceedings  were  devoted  to  a  re¬ 
port  on  the  Order  of  DeMolay  for  Boys  by  Companion  Wil¬ 
lard  D.  Isham,  State  Deputy.  He  appears  to  be  enthu¬ 
siastic  in  his  work  for  the  Order,  and  made  a  good  report. 

$1,500.00  was  appropriated  by  the  Grand  Chapter  for 
the  Order  of  DeMolay. 

Total  membership,  December  31,  1924,  23,444. 

M.  E.  Companion  Harry  P.  De  Baufer,  Grand  High 
Priest,  Wauwatosa. 

R.  E.  Companion  William  W.  Perry,  Grand  Secretary, 
Milwaukee. 

Companion  Samuel  Wright,  Correspondent. 

E.  E.,  Jr. 


And  now  in  conclusion.  There  is  nothing  in  the  past 
year  which  seems  to  stand  out  prominently.  It  has  been 
a  year  of  faithful,  conscientious  work  on  the  part  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  throughout  the 
United  States.  This  is  reflected  in  the  different  Proceed¬ 
ings. 

That  there  are  matters  arising  which  one  Jurisdiction 
handles  in  one  way  and  another  Jurisdiction  handles  in 
another  is  not  a  matter  of  vital  importance.  The  sound 
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common  sense  of  Master  Masons  who  have  attained  this 
Supreme  Degree  can  safely  be  relied  upon  to  work  out 
each  problem  as  it  arises.  We  are  not  greatly  perturbed 
when  we  note  that  other  Jurisdictions  conduct  their  affairs 
differently  from  our  own.  Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  are  we 
dismayed  when  some  zealous  Companion  finds  grave  fault 
with  our  procedure,  whether  ritualistic,  executive  or  admin¬ 
istrative. 

Whether  the  time  is  approaching  when  Capitular  Masonry 
may  find  it  wise  to  take  more  aggressive  steps  than  it  has 
done  in  the  past,  we  leave  to  the  Companions  to  decide.  It 
is  worth  noting,  however,  that  there  is  an  undercurrent 
of  unrest  abroad  in  the  land. 

Will  the  demand  for  “mass  action”  along  some  one  or 
more  definite  uplift  lines  replace  the  old  work  of  Masonry? 
Must  we  resort  to  the  spectacular  to  attract  the  crowd, 
thereby  gaining  numbers  whom  the  Grand  Bodies  can 
assess  a  dollar  or  more  apiece  per  year  in  order  to  raise 
funds  to  carry  out  this  or  that  humanitarian  program? 
Or  shall  we  as  Royal  Arch  Masons  be  content  to  complete 
the  Masonic  education  of  the  Master  Mason.  To  unfold  to 
him  the  beauties  of  that  which  was  dimly  hinted  in  the 
Symbolic  Lodge?  J.  M.  C. 
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